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No deal yet 

PALESTINIAN and Israeli 
negotiators yesterday rrewfe 
significant progress in talks 
on the long delayed re- 
deployment of Israeli troops 
in the West Bank town of 
Hebron, but failed to seal an 
agreement. 

Saeb Erekat, the chief Pal- 
estinian negotiator, 
wide gaps remained, sur- 
rounding Israel's, demand 
for (he right of hot pursuit 
of suspects, in Palestinian 
areas. Other still- 
controversial issues dealt 
with the type of weapons to 
be carried by Palestinian po- 
lice and the op ening of a 
central street in Hebron 
which is to be used by Jew- 
ish settlers. 

Israeli anny radio «id 
that Israel had rejected a key 
Palestinian for a 

specific timetable on further 
withdrawals in the West 
Bank. It said that Israel 
wants a written commitment 
from Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat confir ming 
that Palestinians wanted for 
attacking Israelis would be 
extradited. 

Ghali vote 

THE FIRST test of United 
Nations Secretary -General 
Boutros G hali’s hopes for 
re-election to a second term 
and repealed US threats to 
block him could come as 
early as next Monday, Se- 
curity Council sources said. 
Private consultations were 
held on Tuesday between aD 
15 council members to dis- 
cuss election procedu re s. 
Egypt, Botswana and Guin- 
ea- Bissau, the council's 
three African members, 
were expected to submit a 
resolution recommendmg 
Ghali* s nomination- to' the 
General Assemhly- 
No set schedule has been 
set for the vote oo the new 
secretary -general, but it is 
expected to take place dur- 
ing further consultations on 
Monday. Gffiali is the only 
candidate so far. Diplomats 
are frying to forge a com- 
promise between- the US, 
which is inasting on A new 
leadership,' and- a host of 
countries including- Egypt, 
France, China, Russia and 
numerous African and Arab 
nations which support Gha- 
li’s re-election. 

Papal plea 

APPEALING directly to in- 
ternational policy-makers. 
Pope John Paiul U officiated 
over the opening of the five- 
day United Nations World 
Food Summit yesterday by 
insisting that the imbalance 
between rich and poor can- 
not be tolerated, reports 
Mustafa Abdallah from 
Rome. 

Introducing the plight of 
the poor to the wodd leaders 
assembled in the Italian cap- 
ital. the pontiff warned that 
something must be done to 
alleviate the suffering of the 
800 million popple in de- 
veloping countries who do 
not have adequate access to 
food. “We have to jointly 
seek solutions so feat never 
again will there be Jmngiy 
people living side by side 
with people in opulence: 
very poor people next to (be 
very rich; people who lack 
the basic necessities next to 
others who waste greatly,' 
the pontiff told delegates 
from . 194 nations gathered 
at die main hall of the 
Rome-based UN Food and 
Agricultural Organisation. 

The Pope also denounced 
sanctions “that are imposed 
without sufficient considera- 
tion.” His denouncement 
fame less than 24 hours af- 
ter the UN General As- 
sembly voted 338- 3, the 
vote with the biggest ever 
recorded margin, to urge the 
United States to end its 34- 


year _ 

Bui it was the refugee crisis 
Zaire dominated de- 
liberations at the FAO con- 
ference. ( seep.6 ) 
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Integration in the balance 

Although Israel’s economic integration into the region still seems to be on ice, for many businessmen it was business as usual at MENA III 


The 'official Arab message to Israel at the 3rd Middle 
Easr/North Africa Economic Conference (MENA IQ) 
was that its economic integration in the region will be de- 
layed until a true peace has been achieved. “As long as 
comprehensive peace. on all rracksis not firmly and ir- 
revenribly established among us,, we will not reap the full 
benefits of onf e conomic integration," President Hosni 
Mubarak warned in iri$ opening address to the confer- 
ence. 

The intransigent policies of right-wing Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, including the closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza and foot-dragging oo a Hebron troop de- 
ployment deal, resulted in many Palestinian businessmen 
staying away from the conference. Some Arab business- 
men said they were more concerned with inter-Arab 
cooperation, whSe others maintained that politics was not 
their business — they were in Cairo to do business with 
whomever titey could. . 

A strong private sector representation made the Cairo 
gathe rin g more business-oriented titan its predecessors in 
Amman and Casablanca. MENA m hosted 2,600 busi- 
ness participants from 87 countries and 52 business or- 
ganisations. 

‘Promoting national interests* was everybody's con- 
cern. Egyptian Minister of Economy Nawal EFTatawi 
v said MENA £Q lyas Egypt's chance to .showcase its ec- ■ 
^oocamc progress and increasingly investment-friendly en- 
vironmenL “The high level of participation alone is a. 
sign of its success," she commented. ' 

- Minister of Public Setter Atef Ebeid [observed that the 
“sue of the gathering and die smiling faces of par- 
ticipants show how optimistic the group is about' Egypt.” 
Although he did not expect many deals to be dosed dur- 
ing the three-day MENA III itself, he said that business- 
men would be initiating mateb-making. “They came here 
meaning business,” he said. 

The Egyptian delegation had “detailed investment op- 
portunities and economic reform" to foreign investors, 
according to Minister of Finance Mohieddin EI-Gharib, 
who believes that delegates’ enthusiasm was a dem- 
onstration of their confidence in the Egyptian economy. 

Israel, meanwhile, seems to have been somewhat left 
out in the cold. A though some delegates noted the con- 
tinuation of Arab-Lsraeli business deals; other Arab busi- 


‘Justice 

should 

prevail’ 


FOREIGN Minister Amr Moussa said yesterday that regional cooperation 
hinges on Israel honouring its commitments under previously -concluded 
agreements. Declaring that talks over the future of Hebron had cast a shadow 
over die conference, Moussa told reporters: “If Israel insists on its negative 
position, the chances of cooperation will regrettably be wasted.” 

Addressing a business lunch afterwards, Moussa said the lesson to be 
drawn from MENA HI was dial the Middle East stands to face a major loss if 
the peace process is forced to retreat. Investors are looting for political stabil- 
ity and this cannot be achieved except by realising a comprehensive peace 
throughout the region. “In Egypt we believe that justice should prevail and 
frustration and suppression should end or else there can be no cooperation be- 
tween peoples," he added. 


nessmen emphasised that inter-Arab deals 'were their pri- 
ority. 

“Most projects at the Cairo conference were Egyptian- 
Arab or Egyptian-Egyptian, oriented towards the de- 
velopment of Egypt,” said Mohamed Farid Khamis, bead 
of fee Egyptian Federation of Industries. Prominent 
Egyptian businessman Ahmed Bah gar drought that the 
increased political tension in the region should spawn 
greater inter-Arab trade. 

r - Mohamed Shafiq .Gabr, chairman of the .American. 
Chamber of Commerce hr Egypt, said feat regional ec- 
onomic conferences need , “strong movement on die 
peace process". Peace must move fast so as to create an 
environment in which businessmen can conclude busi- 
ness deals, said Gahr. 

According to Nabil Shaath, the Palestinian minister of 
planning, the Palestinian delegation to the Cairo confer- 
ence was “very, very angry”. The Palestinian National 
Authority was represented by a small official delegation 
nude up of four ministers and not more than 15 business- 
men- Many businessmen boycotted the conference to 
protest Israel's failure to implement fee signed accords. 
PNA Minister of Economy Maher Al-Masri stressed that 
free trade with fee Israelis and the closure of fee Pal- 
estinian territories were incompatible. “Israel does not al- 
low Palestinians to export anything," said Shaath. “The 
closure has completely crippled onr economy." 

Talking to Israelis was not a problem. Shaath noted. 


“But what is important is succeeding in putting pressure 
on Israel,” He added that fee Arabs should make Israel 
understand that it cannot reap the benefits of peace with- 
out fulfilling its side of the bargain. He insisted that 
“there will be no deals” between Arabs and Israelis un- 
less Israel meets its commitments. 

The Israeli delegation came wife every intention of 
adopting a low-profile approach. Some Israeli ministers, 
including Agriculture Minister Rafael Eitan and Minister 
-rfNationd : Infrastructure Ariel Sharon stayed at home. 
Some even considered not attending for fear of being ig- 
nored after the Egyptian Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce (EFCC) urged its members to isolate Israel. 
The federation, in fact, refused to attend the conference 
as an institution because Israel was invited. EFCC head 
Mahmoud EI-Arabi declared fear “as long as there is no 
tangible progress in the peace process, there will be no 
commercial cooperation between fee federation and Is- 
rael." One Egyptian businessman commented: “The Is- 
raelis don't deserve to cooperate wife the Arab private 
sector yeL" 

The snub, however, did not discourage the Israeli pri- 
vate sector, and left the likes of Dan Propper, chairman 
of the Federation of the Israeli Economic Organisations, 
enthusiastic on fee business level. He noted that Cairo 
was “90 per cent business", while Amman had been 
“half-business, half-politics” 

Most of the 50 Israeli businessmen attending were 


quite familiar with the Egyptian market. “We have old 
friends here,” beamed Propper, who is also the president 
of the Manufacturers Association of Israel, adding that 
representatives from the Egyptian Federation of In- 
dustries had met them at the airport. 

“We are also making new friends,” Propper continued, 
looking at the Qatari business delegation leaflet con- 
spicuously displayed across the table. Ironically, on the 
same day Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad AI- 
T hani told a news conference that his country had frozen 
normalisation measures with Israel and would not be 
opening a trade office in Israel. 

Although the Israeli businessmen insist feat they do not 
mix business with politics, most of them seemed to back 
the official line expressed by David Brodei, director gen- 
eral of the Israeli Ministry of Finance, that security con- 
cerns are the main reason behind Israel's closure of Pal- 
estinian territories, a policy which has farther isolated 
Israel from its Arab neighbours. 

Jordanian Minister of Transport Nasser Loti said some 
aspects of Jordan's peace agreement wife Israel, signed 
in 1994, were hampered by Israel’s intensive security 
measures. Loti explained feat security searches on the 
Jordan! an-Israeli border could last a few days, resulting 
in vast amounts of expensive Jordanian goods perishing 
before they readied the Palestinian territories. 

Cross-bonder projects and regional bodies are also re- 
flecting the negative political situation in the Middle 
East Even fee Middle East Development Bonk fMEDB), 
which is close to being the first functional regional body, 
is facing financing problems, according to Gamal Mu- 
barak, member of the executive committee of the Egypt- 
US Presidents' Council. “The idea is still on the table." 
he said, but little progress was expected for the MEDB in 
MENA HI. The bank is waiting for commitment from the 
US, European and Gulf countries to holding shares in the 
bank. 

Intra-negional projects like the regional electricity grid 
and the so-called ‘peace pipeline', whereby Egypt would 
export natural gas to Israel among others, are also on 
hold. “We will leave it until the right tune,” said Minister 
Ebeid. “then we wil] get connected." (see p.4) 

Reported by AUkhram Wee kly staff 


All about business 

Under a cloudy political sky, the businessmen gathered in MENA 
III seemed to be doing a lot of business, observes Dina Ezzat 


■There was little political squabbling at the 
>6ddle East/North Africa Economic Con- 
ference, as 4,000 businessmen and of- 
ficials from 87 commies sat down together 
in the Cairo International Conference Cen- 
tre [QCC] for seemingly endless semi- 
nars, workshops and ifites-a-t&es- 
Before Us official opening on Tuesday, 
MENATH had been demoted from a sum- 
mit and its official name changed to a 
“conference.” But the change did not sig- 
nify much to many busutessmen. The con- 
ference continued to provide them with the 
opport uni ty for quiet discussions, one-on- 
one meetings and a careful scrutiny of fat 
dossiers dim: sought to shape the economic 
future, of the region. Leaving politics for 
politicians, the businessmen sought to 
Hindi sign contracts and do busi- 


" “This summit isn’t reafly about politics 
as much as it is about economic promotion 
and txjoperakm," said an Egyptian en- 
trepreneur. “The people who are here to- 
day are here to make money. If making 
money hinges ml making deals wife peo- 
ple whio mi gh t otherwise be political foes, 
then tins is what business is about” 

‘With hundreds of 
smartly hud-oat dam 
sheets and a bustling 
business centre, in the 
shape of a small Pha- 
raonic temple. Egypt 
tried to attract the at- 
tention and money of 
foreign . . investors. 

Gracing fee floor of 
QCC corridors was a 
huge carpet on which 
fee map of Egypt and 
fee locations of in- 
vestment opr 

portmiities were print- 
ed. 

As she stood at the 
booth of the Egyptian 
Financial Gipup- 
HenneSr one ofthe 
largest investment- 
banking corporations. 

N&al Wahbi raid that 
business executives 
stopped at t he sta nd to 
seek information 


about the prospects of investing money in 
this country.- “We are working hard to pro- 
mote Egypt as a favourable investment en- 
vironment and they are asking so many de- 
tailed questions,” she said. 

Wearing their traditional dark suits and 
carrying briefcases bursting wife files, 
businessmen and entrepreneurs from 
around the world shook . hands and shared 
ideas for what President Hosni Mubarak 
called fee “rebirth" of the Middle East. 
Several of them appeared to be old friends, 
having met at the previous MENA confer- 
ences in fjwahlanwi and Amman And 
they did not seem to be concerned with the 
political debate of linking economic coop- 
eration to comprehensive peace — an is- 
sue that at one stage threatened to delay 
MENA DI- 
AS outgoing US Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher pur it, the entrepreneurs 
taking part in the conference “did not 
come for an excursion.” 

A similar sentiment was echoed by an 
official from a Gulf stale. “We need to put 
political disputes aside when we discuss 
economic cooperation,” he said. 

This appeared to be the position of sev- 



The entrance of the Egyptian pavilion at.MENA in 


eral Gulf entrepreneurs who ignored an ap- 
peal by Nabil Shaath, the Palestinian min- 
ister of planning, that Israel’s economic in- 
tegration should be delayed until it 
honours its peace commitments. Dressed 
in their flowing white robes. Gulf Arab 
businessmen’s secretaries were being wel- 
comed by beaming . Israeli delegates as, 
one by one. they entered the Israeli office 
on the third storey of the QCC. 

“Israel is no longer isolated," asserted 
Christopher following a meeting with Is- 
raeli Foreign Minister David Levy. Ex- 
pressing happiness to see Arab and Israeli 
businessmen who had met in Casablanca 
and Amman say ‘hello* to one another, 
Christopher affirmed that Israel will not go 
back to its isolation again. 

Some 60 Israeli participants in the con- 
ference appeared very much at ease. They 
had coffee with the Americans in the Cy- 
ber Cafe, huddled wife Egyptian business- 
men and exchanged greetings in Arabic 
with the Gulf entrepreneurs. The only 
thing fear seemed to interrupt their busi- 
ness talks was the ringing of the cellular 
telephones which were used in Egypt for 
the first time during fee conference. 

While Arab — and 
European — pol- 
iticians used phrases 
such as “land for 
peace” and “a just 
and comprehensive 
settlement,” the talk 
of the businessmen 
was dominated by 
“capital market," “in- 
terest rates" and “fu- 
ture cooperation.” 

At the end of a long 
working day, ex- 
hausted delegates 
could be seen re- 
laxing in the van oik 
comers and lounges 
of the CICC. Some 
had taken off their 
shoes, others wens us- 
ing the ceUnlars to 
call home before they 
were driven back to 
their luxury hotels — 
for mote business 
talk over dinner. 
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Conquering the desert 


TELLING a joint session of the People’s Assembly and the Shorn 
Council that reclaiming the desert was no longer j list a dream, 
President Hosni Mubarak announced on Sunday that tbe govern- 
ment planned to establish a “new ddta* in tbe Western Desert to 
serve as a lindens lor new agricultural and industrial com- 
munities. 

Mubarak called flu plan “tbe project of tbe |21st] century.” 
“It is our ambition to establish a new delta in tbe Weston 
Desert by reclaiming a half a mOEon feddan area in the initial 
phase,” Mubarak said. 

An irrigation t«i«l is to be dog to channel the Nile’s water from 


of die New Valley in the Western Desert “This project will give 
birth to new agricultural and indn&rfal communities but will re- 
quire a pioneer spirit and plenty of hard work to change life on 
the Egyptian land,” Mubarak continued. 

With the nation’s popolathm expected to jump to 95 mOEon in 
20 years, “leaving tbe narrow [NfleJ valley and forming out, in a 
phiniMd and "f ggnfcprf manner, throughout the country, has be- 
come an unavoidable necessity. In view of these facts, tbe cod- 
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not a token exodus into the desert bat a complete 
of the distribution of population throughout the country.’' 
Turning to Middle East poficy, Mubarak affirmed Egypt’s 
commitment to the cause of a just and comprehensive peace and 
said it would not be discouraged by those who seek to obstruct 
the peace process. “The peace to which we aspire, and which we 
uwHa a st r ate gic option, is a relationship between equal partners 
(hat ensures the security and interests of all and opens the door 
to a historical reco actuation, ” be said. “We are asking all parties 
to affirm, in a practical and concrete manner, that they have 
chosen peace as a strategic objective by demonstrating commit- 
ment to already concluded agreements— and moving forward 
along other tracks of negotiations on the basis of the so and prin- 
ciples that were agreed at the Madrid conference.” 
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New mufti upholds 
his predecessor’s rulings 


Nasr Farid Mohamed Wassel was 
appointed as the new Mufti of the 
Republic by presidential decree on 
Monday. He spoke to Shaden Sheftab 


Nasr Farid Mohamed Wassel, 
59. has been dean of the Fa- 
culty of Law and Shari’a in 
the Nile Delta University of 
Daqahliya since last year. He 
was also a professor of post- 
graduate studies and the head 
of the Comparative Fiqh (Ju- 
risprudence) Department at 
Al-Azhar University. He ob- 
tained his PhD in compar- 
ative jurisprudence in 1972. 

Wassel started his career in 
1966 with the general pros- 
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er. When Dar Al-lftaa issues a 
fatwa, alter studying all that is 
related to the matter concerned, 
■then that fatwa is considered 
binding, and executive bodies 
should abide by it and not any 
other fatwa. The nation gave 
Dar Al-lftaa this task... Dar Al- 
ston is a judicial body special- 
ising in religions matters and 
its fatwas are binding for all 
Muslims. 


But why do Al-Azhar and Dar 
Al-lftaa issue different fat- 
aus? Is it true that Al-Azhar 
is conservative and Dar Al- 


ecutor’s office. He later be- “When Dar Al-lftaa issues a fatwa— it is considered binding and executive bodies should Iftaa liberal? 

Jj m _ Ita, U AM «I MA4» AMn aM*A_ j - — Pfwnlp s/imiriT 


came a teacher, then a oro- a** *«t«d AW 

fessor at the Faculty of 

Comparative Jurisprudence at Al-Azhar, What are tbe cirei 
and was seconded to universities in Saudi ■* **“ new 
Arabia and Yemen. From 1981 until 1983 
he served as the dean of the Faculty of Law there is to it. The res 
and Shari’a in Assiut. the people who chos 

He has written more than 20 publications , 
studies related . to Islamic shari’a, ju- 
risprudence and legislation 1 The new mufti 7 ^ no direr 
replaces Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi, the post is entirely r 
who has taken up the jtost of Grand Sheikh he no interference j 
of Al-Azhar. home law] and fat\ 
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What are tbe drcmnstances of yon r appointment 
as the new mufti? 

It came as a big surprise. I had no hand in it I was 
simply assigned die post and I accepted, that is ail 
there is to it. The reasons for my appointment He with 
the people who chose me. It is a great honour. 


OFFER FOR JOINT 
VENTURE 


WE OWN A SERIES OF 
FACTORIES IN CAIRO FOR THE 
PRODUCTION OF BLUE JEANS 
AND STRETCH ITEMS , YARN 
DYED INDIGO, FOR LOCAL 
MARKET AND EXPORT . 

WE ARE VERTICAL PRODUCERS , 
WE HAVE ALL THE 
PRODUCTION FACILITIES , FOR 
PREPARATION, DYEING, 
WEAVING AND MAKING UP 
THE GARMENTS, 

WE SEEK JOINT VENTURE OR 
PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE 


What were President Mubarak’s directives when 
he met yon on Monday? 

There were no directives. Tbe president told me that 
the post is entirely my responsibility and there wohld 
be no in terference in matters related to shari’a [Is- 
lamic law] and fatwas [religious rulings]. He said 
that if there is a provision m Islamic shart'a that 
needs to be enforced then it is the task of 

^ the nation and the concerned bodies to do 

so. After meeting the president, it was clear 
that be upheld the principles of religion 
and that he was intent that matters should 
take the right course and be in the hands of 
specialists. 


People sometimes Ml to dis- 
tin gmsh between tbe different 
academic specialties. Fatwas 
issued by bodies other than Dar Al-lftaa are the 
outcome of research and interpretation, and are 
not legally binding. People may abide by them or 
seek someone else’s view. But if we are looking 
for a binding ruling, by which everybody should 
abide, then we must go to Dar Al-lftaa. Its rulings 
are binding and Muslims should abide by them. 
But it is natural to have differences of opinion 
even between judges ; 1 sometimes a primary court 
passes a certain judgement, then a higher court 
roles differently. Even laws can be int erpr eted in 
more than one way. 


But yon are both following the Qur’an and the 
Sujuul, so there should not be any discrepancies. 
Matters are clear in the general rules which we call 
the kodud, but there are other auxiliary aspects that 
change with time and place. Same religious texts 
are prone to different mteipretations because the 
text allows tins — - it is not clear cut — that is why 
differences of opinion emerge. 


What is your future vision for Dar Al- 
lftaa (the Mufti’s office] to play its role 

property? 

Dar Al-lftaa is playing its proper role, it 
has not renounced its duty at any stage. 
We will continue along the same path and 
discharge the same duties in a way that is 
in accordance with the Qur’an and the 
Surma [teachings of the Prophet], and, 
God w illing , we will not deviate from 
them. 


What is your opinion regarding the matters on 
which Al-Azhar and Dar Al-lftaa differed, such 
as female circumcision and bank interest? 

Dar Al-lftaa took a position on these matters and 
we should not discuss them again. 


There have been differences in the fatwas 
and explanations issued by Dar Al-lftaa 
and Al-Azhar, Which should Muslims fol- 
low? 

The fatwa committee of Al-Azhar is a body 
of specialised scholars who base their fat- 
was an ijtihad [interpretation of religious 
texts] and research, they issue fatwas that 
are consultative documents and not bind- 
ing, whereas Dar AWftaa is attached to die 
Ministry of Justice and so has judicial pow- 


But what is your personal opinion? 

I certainly agree with the fatwas [passed by Dar 
Al-lftaa] concerning both matters. Female cir- 
cumcision is a matter related to the people’s tra- 
ditions and customs and they should do whatever 
is in accordance with these customs and in their 
interests. 


Some people consider that the guidance pro- 
vided by Al-Azhar is sufficient, and have called 
for tiie abolition of the post of mufti. What hi 
your comment? 

This is not possible. They complement each other 
— one can't do without the other. Al-Azhar pro- 
vides a forum for research that we can’t do without 
Dar Al-lftaa is a judicial body whose intention is to 
prevent conflict 
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Church celebrates 
Pope’s silver jubilee 


The Coptic Orthodox 
Church this week celebrat- 
ed the silver jubHee of its 
head, Pope Shenoudah Iff. 

Mona El-Nahhas reports 




Special prayers 
were offered this 
week in Coptic Or- 
thodox churches 
across the country 
to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of 
the ascension of 
Pope Shenoudah 
III to the throne of 
St Mark. Tbe prin- 
cipal ceremony 
was held on Sun- 
day night at the Ab- 
bassiya Cathedral, 
which was be- 
decked with multi- 
coloured lights for Qjpts gather around Pope 
the celebrancxL on si Mark’s throne 
Similar festivities 

November in the United States, Canada and Aus- 
tralia — borne to thousands of Coptic immigrants. 

Abbassiya Cathedral, which bouses the Coptic 
Patriarchate, was crammed full for Sunday 
night's service. Tbe celebration began with She- 
noudah offering prayers for peace and love in 
Egypt, his invocations repeated by thousands of 
worshippers. As church choirs sang hymns in 
praise of the pope, Shenoudah sat on St Marie’s 
throne. 

A high mass was held afterwards and memori- 
al medals bearing Shenoudah’s picture were dis- 
tributed to the congregation. 

Among the guests of honour in the front pews 
were Hussein Kamel Bahaeddm, minister of ed- 
ucation, Hamdi Zaqzouq, minis ter of Al-Awqaf 
(religious endowments), Mahmoud Sheriff min- 
ister of local administration, and Venice Kamel 
Gouda, minister of scientific research. Other 
members of the congregation included Omar 
Abdel-Akher, governor of Cairo, Esmat Abdel 
Meguid, secretary-general of the Arab League, 
and Zakaria Azmi, bead of President Hostri Mu- 
barak's office. 

The celebration also included speeches by 
bishops, hailing the patriotic stands taken by 
Shenoudah, such as his decision to prohibit 
Copts from making the pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
while the holy city is under Israeli occupation. 
He was also praised for throwing his weight be- 
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htnri national unity 
and for opening Cop- 
tic churches in Europe, 
tiie United States, Can- 
ada and Australia. 

Sheno udah, pre- 
viously mimed Nazir 
Gayed, became head 
of tiie Coptic Or- 
4 tfaodox Church in No- 
vember 1971 fol- 
lowing the death of 
Pope Kyrollos VL 
Ban in 1923 in one of 
die villages of tiie 
southern Govemorate 
of Assiut, Shenoudah 
Shenoudah XXE as he sits m attracted to mon- 
asteries and monastic 
life from chiHbood- 
He obtained a bach- 
elor's degree in history from Cairo Umvensity’s 
Faculty of Arts in 1947 and, after serving in the 
armed forces, took a diploma at tiie Coptic The- 
ological College. 

It was in 1954 that Gayed decided to become a 
monk and joined the Al-Siryan Monastery in the 
Nairoun Valley — west of the Cano-Atesandzia 
desert highway — taking the name of Antonians 
El-Siryani. Years later, he was chosen to serve as 
a bishop in charge of reiigioDs education and giv- 
en the name of ShenomfaTi, winch is Coptic for 
God’s servant. After serving as foe personal sec- 
retary of Pope Kyrollos VI, Shenoudah decided to 
return to the desert as a solitary monk, wor- 
shipping God in a desert cave. 

Following tire death of Kyrollos, ShcnonAih 
was chosen as his successor. But in 1981, he fell 
out with the late President Anwar El-Sadat who 
accused him of forming the fiames of sectarian 
strife and banished him to a monastery in tire 
Western Desert He was allowed to return to 
Cairo and resume his functions as head of tire 
church three years later by Sadat’s successes; 
President Hoszri Mubarak. 

Shenoudah, who is a member of the Press 
Syndicate, is popular with Muslims as well as 
Christiana. His declaration that Copts may not 
enter Jerusalem for prayer except in the com- 
pany of their Muslim brethren has endeared h™ 
tomany of both faiths. 
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to rent? 

Housihg experts' are in disagreement over the Importance, as well as possible im- 
pact on: the market, of Prime Minister EI-GanzourTs decision to revive the rental 
system for apartments in government-owned buildings. Gamai Essam El-Din reports 


The collapse two weeks ago of an apart- nrittce, said he had bcensurprised by the contracts untouchable and caused a slow- 

raent bqflaing jri Heliop olis, with the loss derision. “1 am unable to understand the down in private sector construction of res- 

of 65 Hyes, c ontinu e s to have ram- tine objectives behind .this unexpected identiai h miitingg for rent" y q>iH i vqwiw 

ifications in the area of rules governing the move/ 1 be said. HBSsan recalled that the providing die private sector with a golden 

property marked As the nation awaits a re- rental s ystem was strapped because the opportunity, the new hotting law had had 

port cm the causes of the collapse, the trag- government found the cost of building impact on the bousing marfa-t M«h- 

edy has pranptM Prcine Minigtex Kamal nwmiTframee too burdensome; by switch- fbuz added- “This is why the gewemment’s 

- El -Ganzouri fist to Jm pose tougher pen- log to a selling system, the government decision to switch to die rental system [fir 

afties for housing offences and then to re- sought to shunt tbe cost onto the residents, govezmnent-ownedbtdl&igs] is aboldstep 

vive die rental system for apartments in “So, what is new that male the govern- which is bound to encourage the private 

goveajimeflt-dwBcdh ^rfmg s. ' merit switch back to the rent system? 7 ’ sector to move along tbe same track.^ 

The speed with which £l~Oanzond acted Hassan asked. However, to complement this step, he 

has been welcomed by many. However, a He was also concerned as to which gov- ' suggested that the government shnnlri pro- 
few critics, haye ebarged that his actions emi nent department would be responsible ted. die public “by providing easy-term 
woe an emotional reaction, and not nec- for building maintenance.. Local (mu- loans so that people can afford the ex- 
essarfly wdfe cdcuhte d. niripal) authorities could not be entrusted peeled rise in apartment rents.” 

EI-Ganzouri has decided to switch from with the job, he maintained, because they As for m a intenance, Mahfouz said the 
the system of selling state-owned apart- were not only inefficient, failing to curb government needed to come np with a new 
moots to a rental system — which had -houring offences, but also corrupt. strategy. He suggested the establishment of 

been in force mitil the mid- 1970s- He de- The decision was unlikely to lead to a a holding company to take charge of mam- 

scribed the decision .as a practical and con- ' - - solution to the Tmmang problem, Hassan tenancy work rermitnr building speo- 
crete move, ip line, with a hew housing argued. Tt may be true mat this derision ifications to sure they conform to die 

law, passed by the People’s Assembly in - wnl encourage die private sector to put its constriction code. 

February, whic h removed controls on Tent . apartments up for rent, but it is equally Talaat Mustafa, deputy chairman of the 
for new apartments. true that it could cause apartment rents to Assembly’s Housing Committee, was 

. One reason the government derided on skyrocket,*’ he said. “By leaving rents sub- more pessimistic about the government's 
the switch, EK3anzouri said, is that in- ject to the laws of supply and demand, the derision, which, he argued, was of little 
dividua l ownership of flats within a single new law will make - a p artme n ts in new significance because “government-owned 

apartment building had resulted in the do- buildings beyond the reach of those in the hnngmg units are very limited fo number.” 

teri oration of many buildings through luck low -income - brackets.” Thus, the deri si on The number of apartments available for 

of mai nte nance. It was also intended to en- amid complicate, rather than alleviate, the rent from the Ministry of Al-Awqaf (Re- 
courage tbe private sector to follow suit . housing problem. ligious Endowments)would not exceed 

and rent rather titan sell apartments as a Hassan, who heads the Federation of 1,000. Moreover, the majority of bousing 
step towards solving the housing crisis. Egyptian Public Contractor, argued that companies once owned by the government 
The decision will be applied first to apart- , the housing problem was not caused by ei- have already beat privatised, with shares 
meats in buildmgs owned by the Ministry ther tbe sale or rental system, but was the sold on the stock marke t, Mustafa said, 
of Al-Awqaf (religions endowments) bid result of “lax law enforcement, coroplicat- He singled out the Development and 
will later be extended to buDdings owned ed licensing procedures and inefficient lo- People’s Housing Company, which bad 
by other government departments and gov- cal a dmini st rati on systems-" been primarily involved m low-cost hous- 

enment-owned housing companies, . EI- To tackle the bufldmg maintenance ing; this company went over to the private 
Ganzouri added. . problem, Hassan said the Assembly’s sector two months ago. And, in line with 

Housing experts at the People’s As- * Housing Committee was p reparin g a new the dictates of the marke t economy, other 
sembly, polleo by Al-Ahram Weekly, woe “ bill to be submitted to the house during the government-owned companies bad aban- 
divided on the importance of EI- currezrt session, authorising tbe formati on dotted cheap housing, focusing instead on 
Ganzouri’ s decision and its possible.' im- of a “residents’ association’’ in every the honin' market, he added, 
pact cm the market. While some argued budding to collect a maintenance fee from Mustafa believes there is little chance 
that it was of little significance and would residents and use it for repair work. that the private sector will follow the gov- 

not lead to a solution of the housing prob- . Mahmoud Mahfouz, chafrman of the As- emmenf s lead. “I do not believe that the 
lem, others contended that it was an im- sexnbly's Services and Manpower Com- - privatised c ompanies will alter their policy 
portent, long-awaited move in resprmse to mittec, gave qualified praise to El- m line witii tiie government’s decision," he 
public demand. Ganzouri’s decision. “For many years, we said. “In my view, die decision was tar- 

Mohamed Mahmoud Ali Hassan, chair- have been inging the government to modify geted to make a psychological, rather than 
man of the Assembly's Housing Com- the housing laws which froze rents, made a practical, impact” 
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Sultan Qaboos: 


“We are inseparable 
from the Arab world; 
our stances are always 
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Meetings on MENA sidelines 

ONTlffisidelinesofMENA113,PresidemHosmMtibmakmet 
separately on Tuesday wifi US Secretary of State Warren 

Qnistopher and Palestinian PresidcnlYa^cr Arafat O 

who is resigpmg before foe start pfRreadeat Orman's second terin in. 
office, had mediate on Monday with Arafot 
Mnbarakjxaised Gnstopher’s efforts onbehalf of peace in the 
region and toe secretary of state; m turn, expressed confidence that 
“Egypt wfll continue to pby its indispensable role, being die first 
coanttytoipach a peace agreement with Israel and now helping to 
lead file way .wifoofoer countries in tbe peace process.” 

Following the meeting with Arafat, State Department spokesnan 
Nicholas Buns said thatno'disoeniible progress toward asettiement 
of the Hebrcmdeptoymem issue had been made. The Palestinians and 
Israelis “wfll come to an agreanent whai they are ready," Bums said. 

Christopher directed his senior Middle East adviser. Ponds Ross, 
to stay in Cairo fir a few days m the event Israeli or Palestinian 
negotiators, m tbeEgjptiancffl^far tiie econcamcconfenaice, 
warded to meet with him. But Bums said Rom would not stay in the 
region fir aoy protracted length of time. Theprobtem is both Israel 
and the Pa lestinians have not crosscd the finish line yet," Bums mid. 

Spies arrested 

AN ISRAELI of Arab origin and an Egyptianbave ibeen arrested by 


Azam and Emad Abdri-Hanrid — remanded in custody lor 15 days 
after officially accusing them of^communkatmg” with a foreign 
country and acting to undeamme Egypt's national interests. 

Security sources said A 2 am, who was described as aMossad agent, 
allegedly rccnxifal AJbde^Harmd to wodc fortltejsra^intelligaia; . 
servkeand|mwidcdhimwito“matmartriiichl^wc^tisem ' 
espionage. “Material evidence" was seized m$£ 2 rppssessiaa 
twficafing that they have been involved in spying activities, the 
sources said. 


HQackers jailed 

THE SUPREME State Security Court sentenced Mohamed 
■ Mahmoud SeEm, 43, to fife (25 years) impu so nm ent with hard labour 
on Monday for hijacking an EgyptAfr plane to Xibyalast Much. Two 
junky acccary 1 ices, KbwJed Selim, I^andAhmeaHussern Kamel, 
17, were sentenced to 10 years and three yeas imprisonment 
respectivdyforasastingSeBmroforh^ackmg AfocrthdefaMlaTit, 
Abdel-Wahhab Mbrikhtar Said, 65, got seven yeais wkh hard labour 
for provkfing Sriim wift gunpowder which he used to farce the pilot 
of the airliner — cmadocwsticflig^fiamlmcOTtoCairo — to 
change course to Libya. 

The court said it found SeEm guilty of deliberately planning and 
carrying ont the hijacking and rejected the defence attorney’s 
contetdksitiiat he suffered from a mental illness. 


intaffigeno e service. P ma ie ciainn 


ordered tbe two — Azam 


Edited by Wadie Kf roles 



Opens its firts outlet in Germany 
Offenburg SaL November 16 
Baden Baden Sat November 23 

BXM DKlffSCHLAND GMBH Fax : 49 07849-1448 
BTM 10th of Ramadan City Fax : 2015 362753 
Cairo : Fax : 202 2575696 

EMail Bisbara@ritseclxom.eg. 


EGYPTIAN SOUUI DBROY SYSTW8 



SOLAR WATER HEATER 

This Company Produces And Insbilte 
The Most Efficient Solar Hot Water 
Systems In Egypt, According To 
mien luiixuvsai dianamus 
OmC& 11 Gameat ET Kahira St, Giza 
FACTORY: 6 October CHy 
Tel J 5737813-5714538 Fbk: 2961168-5737813 
Factory : (011) 331201 




FOR 

ANYTHING 


t PARKER 

: World's most wan ted pens 



An exciting range of the stylish Parker Pen 
w riting instruments inks & refills combining 

eleg ance with performance perfection . 
Few people own works of art, so why should 
you settle for anything less ? 

Available at stationery & gift shops in Egypt 


M. KHODEIR P.O.Box 1057 Cairo 11511 Egypt 


uncompromising” 


Every IB November marks the National Day of the Sultanate of 
. Oman. This year, Sultan Qaboos wfll address his nation on the 
occasion of the Su&anate of Oman’s 26th National Day. Qa- 
boos’ speech wffl be broadcast five via sattifite and wiH be 
transmitted to aB countries of the wodd. 

The speech will shed Hght on the Sultanate's stances on 
Arab and regional issues and wiH review political and economic 
developments both locally and internationally. 

It is worth noting that Sultan Qaboos' speeches are a true ex- 
pression of the Omani viewpoint Therefore, a closer look at 
these speeches will explain toe strategies of Omani policy. 

Since he came to power, Sultan Qaboos dedicated his efforts 
to build bridges for co-operation and peace among Arab coun- 
tries. In expressing this orientation, toe first address he de- 
Bverad he called for cooperation with neighbouring countries. 

Keen to build a strong basis for peace, Sultan Qaboos for- 
mulated Omani foreign policy to Indude the principles of good 
neighbouribiess, non-intervention In toe internal affaire of any 
country, non-alignment policy, respect of international laws, 
boosting cooperation among Guff states and with 8fl Arab 
countries without exception, supporting national causes in the 
Arab world and in any country worldwide, maintaining friendly 
ties with all nations of the worid. 

Sultan Qaboos’ speech to 1974 declared his foreign pofley 
principles, to which he stated We wfll keep saying K; we are an 
inseparable part of the Arab world; our stances are always un- 
compromising'. 

Qaboos also made dear to this speech that out of under- 
standing of toe SuHantee of Oman’s Important rote In the area, 
strong commitment to religious principles was and is stfll a must 

K is worth mentioning that toe Sultanate of Oman rejects re- 
actionary poBdes. The Sultanate of Oman has been keen to be 
the one that Initiates and controls the events. Out of this prin- 
dple, Sultan Qaboos confirmed In his speech of 1976 that an 
evaluation of the role toe Sultanate of Oman should assume is 
crudafly important 

In his address to toe nation in 1987, which marked the 17th 
National Day, Sultan Qaboos underscored the importance of 
dedksating afl priorities to safeguard regional and international 
peace. To this end, the Sultanate of Oman demonstrated its 
concern by diffusing tensions and promoting dialogue as toe 
acceptable means of ending disputes. 

The speech of 1994, Sultan Qaboos said: Tn observing the 
events worldwide, we have the right to be optimistic as coun- 
tries of the worid became convinced more than ever that mil- 
itary conflicts are a hinderance to peace and security and 
prove to be useless. We reject and condemn violence and ter- 
rorism. We care about human rights, and we have to dose 
ranks to fight against terrorism. 

Sultan Qaboos exerted dauntless efforts to establish the Gulf 
Cooperation Councfl. Out of his keen interest In supporting the 
foundation of this council, he stated in his speech In 1981, 
marking the Sultanate of Oman’s llto National Day, that toe 
estabBshment of tote council Is a positive step, and that toe Sul- 
tanateof Oman wfll contribute greatly to tots councfl. 

Sultan Qaboos underlined toe framework for cooperative ob- 
jectives in Hs 1993 speech, when he said: TWe wfll work col- 
lectively wtto our Arab brethren to secure stabiflty and peace In 
the region.* 

Sultan Qaboos chaired three summits of toe Gulf Coop- 
eration Councfl held In the Sultanate of Oman. These summits 
were toe sixth, the tenth and the sixteenth held last year. 

In the latter summit, Sultan Qaboos underscored toe co- 
ordination in both security and defence among toe Gulf states 
which will be a toot In consolidating ties. He indicated that the 
consultations in the military field have had a positive impact on 
the region. In the 10th summit, and particularly in toe opening 
session, Sultan Qaboos proposed a work plan for toe ‘90s. His 
address shed light on the international status quo, and its Im- 
pact on the region. Hs also netted that this decade is a new one 
witnessing manerous changes, both poflticaJly and econom- 
tcafly. which reformulates many concepts that prevailed for a 
long time to the international arena. In the same speech, Sul- 
tan Qaboos stressed toe vital role of toe Gulf Cooperation 
Council which requires new strategies that take into considera- 
tion recent global changes. 

Although the Sultanate of Oman has a vested interest in Gulf 
affairs, this does not outweigh Us interest In carrying out its na- 
tional rote wffWn the Arab weak] as a whole. 

Sultan Qaboos continually expresses his soSdarity with toe 
Arab League, and Ekewfee emphasises tint this role does not 
detract from Its role within toe Gulf Cooperation Councfl. 

Wlthto this framework, Sultan Qaboos emphasises toe ne- 
cessity of the League being an *ac&ve force in achieving sol- 
idarity and cooperation among Arabs and realising political, so- 
cial and economic staMty. 

In his speech on tiie 3rd National Day En 1973, Sultan Qa- 
boos said: ‘V/b are a part of the Arab worid, linked by the same 


goals and destinies, even before toe advent of the Arab 
League's charter. Our stance on Arab issues is plain and firm, 
without contusion or ambiguity. We proclaim our solidarity with 
bur Arab brethren in everything we do, for the Omani people 
harbour the true spirit of supporting Arab rights.’ 

Emphasising this stance on the 50th anniversary ofthe found- 
ing of toe League in 1995, Sultan Qaboos spoke of the achieve- 
ments of the League's mission, saying it is 'an Important sym- 
bol of Arab solidarity". 

In Eight of Hs important Arab rote that toe Sultanate of Oman 
played in the 6 October victory, Sultan Qaboos, during Oman's 
4th National Day In 1974, said: 'Our people, with ail their abil- 
ities, took part with our Arab brethren In the 6 October victory... 
We are a part of the Arab worid that cannot be removed. We 
are proud of our inclusion among other Arabs, and we are 
proud to have taken part in toe battle. We share In solving prob- 
lems, stressing the importance of deeds over mere words. This 
dearly manifested Itself In the 6 October victory at toe battles of 
B-Obour and B-Nasr, where ideas were transformed into ac- 
tions that incorporated itself within Arab unity.' 

The stance of Sultan Qaboos visA-vis Egypt fas truly reflected 
in his speeches and statements. Relations between the Sul- 
tanate of Oman and Egypt have emphasis on the practical, aris- 
ing from the belief of Sultan Qaboos of the necessity of Arab 
solidarity and the need for an Arab nation. 

Within this framework, Egypt wfll never forget the initiative 
Sultan Qaboos took in a historic declaration which supported 
the Egyptian peace Initiative. In a speech made on The Sul- 
tanate of Oman's 9th National Day In 1979, Sultan Qaboos stat- 
ed that the worid Is witnessing the first positive step on toe 
road to peace in toe Middle East". 

Sultan Qaboos’ efforts were not restricted to this step, for he 
took yet another historic initiative when he voted against toe 
Arab boycott of Egypt Oman's position did not end there, for it 
also exerted efforts to end the boycott. This reflected Oman's 
admiration fa Egypt and its people, and these efforts led to a 
return of a united Arab front 

That Egypt is greatly admired by Oman was expressed by 
Sultan Qaboos on tiie 14th National Day In 1984, when he said: 
The stages of recent history shows that Egypt is a fundamental 
dement in the creation of a united Arab front" 

And when Sultan Qaboos tackled the position of his country 
towards toe developments of the Palestinian cause, In his 
speech on the occasion of toe 25to National Day, it was as if he 
foresaw the future events that fbflowed. His foresight was a re- 
sult of a careful reacting into the expected developments as in- 
dicated In light of his deep political analysis of the situdion, and 
his long experience. 

In light of this, Sultan Qaboos mentioned in his speech on 
that day a year ago: “As for the Middle East cause, we support 
peace, and we cafled for it Our call readied even the Syrian, 
and the Lebanese fronts. We called for the complete with- 
drawal from the Golan, and southern Lebanon. And we stress 
our permanent position on these causes.' 

Sultan Qaboos' proposal In that concern, was an anticipation 
of the what was to come in tiie future, and It included the rem- 
edy for the expected uproar. His proposal demanded the ex- 
ecution of tiie agreements reached between all parties con- 
cerned without creating any obstacles and a call to take serious 
steps to reach a fair solution towards unresolved issues.* Sul- 
tan Qaboos made this proposal before toe Israeli elections and 
before the collision between the Palestinians and the Israefis 
took place again. His proposals also came before the events 
which threatened the peace process. At the same time, he 
cafled for new ways to tackle the peace process In a way that 
would evade the inevitable. 

Throughout all his speeches and Interviews, Sultan Qaboos 
stresses how Oman maintains a fixed foreign policy of Its 
own; a policy which does not restrict toe freedom of the Oma- 
ni political movement On the contrary, it Is a movement 
which rests on the diplomacy of openness, rationalisation, ob- 
jectivity. and realistic ways adopted by toe Sultanate of 
Oman. Stressing those pofides adopted by his country which 
represent fixed policies, Sultan Qaboos send on last No- 
vember’s National Day: riWe have always maintained our po- 
litical principles, and our fixed positions emerging from our 
beliefs, and careful assessments of regional and international 
issues. Thus we have strengthened Islamic and Arab solidar- 
ity and co-operation. Our relations with toe other countries, 
have always been based on mutual respect and Interests, it 
is not our policy to Intervene in another nation's Internal af- 
faire, we have thrived to resolve any cantticts peacefully, and 
we have respected and recognised all the international agree- 
ments and treaties. We have always been respectful of Inter- 
national law.* 

Today, the whole world awaits Sultan Qaboos' speech on toe 
2Bth National Day where he wffl assess and analyse the events of 

the past year, and put forth ideas to resolve forthcoming issues. 
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MENA III 


/y^A I-Attraro 


Charting the course 


for the 21st century 


In his opening speech to the 
conference, President Hosni Mubarak 
warned that unless a comprehensive 
peace on ail tracks is firmly 
established, the Middle East will not 
reap the full benefits of economic 
integration. The following are 
excerpts from Mubarak's address 


...Today we ape witnessing the rebirth of the 
Middle East yet again. A rebirth that will gener- 
ate a new dynamic in this region — one of pros- 
perity; abundant, sustained and shared prosper- 
ity. 

We a re here to declare thai the countries of this 
region have in common a deep yearning for a 
better day for our children. 

I am convinced that this, and this alone, makes 
this region one that deserves prosperity as an in- 
tegral part of the global economy — an active 
member of the community of nations. 

Ladies and gentlemen: Today our countries are 
part of a global structure. There are no longer is- 
land economies, isolated blocs and closed sys- 
tems. The principles of globalisation govern the 
order of our planet All economic ana financial 
decisions are made on a planetary scale. Direct 
investments are global, capital flows react to glo- 
bal variables, production and distribution re- 
spond to global trends. This is the charter of the 
21st century. 

It is a charter that knows no exceptions and 
bears few deviations; one that evolves day-by- 
day, based on principles of free trade, free mar- 
kets and the free flow of capital and investments 
worldwide. [It is] a charter we all are drafting, 
one that does not exclude or marginalise, coerce 
or impose; a charter that does justice to all na- 
tions, a common means to a common end. 

Globalisation has imposed on all those coun- 
tries that must belong to the world economy an 
order of strict conduct — rules by which econ- 
omies address each other, in financial flows, in 
trade, in services, in investments, and for which 
the international community has built, with great 
care, the international and regional institutions 
we have today ... 

Our laws and institutions of economic man- 
agement must conform to principles of global ef- 
ficiency. This is the discipline of prosperity in 
the global economy of today — a discipline that 
I believe our region of the world needs to ob- ' 
serve, for which it needs to build the institutions, 
draft the laws, train die people and. most of aQ, 
find the governments that will abide by it, for 
themselves and for their neighbours. 


This process has started in the Middle East, it 
needs to be sustained and it needs the clarity of 
vision that will make it sustainable for years to 
come. 

Egypt has found its path of equilibrium, a path 
to prosperity — one we have reached at the end 
of a IS year journey of reform, and one that puts 
us at the threshold of greater welfare for all 
Egyptians; a welfare we will share with all those 
who share our values and join our ranks. 

Ibis year, Egypt has joined the global econ- 
omy. It will abide by its rules. It will share in its 
prosperity. 

From now on our economy can begin every 
year with all its financial equilibria in place. 
Last June, the national budget deficit' was at 13 
per cent of GDP. It is projected to come down 
for this fiscal year to 1J2 percent Inflation is at 
some 7.5 per cent now, and projected at abour 6 
per cent for the coming year. GDP has resumed 
growth. Last fiscal year it stood at over 43 per 
cent This year, we hope to reach 5 per cent 

We enter the 21st century with a balance of 
payments that is viable, and a foreign debt that is 
no more than 30 per cent of GDP. Our country is 
open to the world All capital flows enjoy ab- 
solute freedom of movement in and out of our 
economy. Free markets are now the sole arbiter 
for the allocation of resources in Egypt Var- 
iables such as interest rates and the exchange 
rate reflect now the true strength of our econ- 
omy, i maided and unrestrained 

Tbe private sector plays an essential role in 
our economy. [It] sets the pace, generates em- 
ployment and is seeking the rightful place that is 
Egypt's in the region and indeed in the world 
financial community. 

Our policies for this stage of our economic 
programme aim at one fundamental goal: 
growth. A growth that touches tbe lives of all 
Egyptians, one that is sustainable, one that re- 
flects the true potential of this country. To this 
end, our policies rely mi three main dimensions 
of action: increased investments, greater open- 
ness to tbe global economy and the promotion of 
productivity growth. 

, Increased investment means, foremost, in- 


creased foreign investments. These will come 
through accelerated privatisation, foster deregula- 
tion and an inve s tme n t climate that will serve and 
cater to investors, both foreign and Egyptian. It 
will come through higher savings for which we 
continue to reform our financial institutions, in 
banking, insurance, social security and capital 

markets. 

Greater openness to the outside world comes 
through foe elimination of trade barriers, gradual- 
ly exposing the Egyptian economy to the world 
at Large. It will come through foe development 
and implementation of a national programme of 
export promotion that will provide foe markets 
that allow tbe Egyptian economy to grow. 
Growth in the Egypt of foe 21st century lies in 
exports-. 

The third dimension of policy action revolves 
around productivity growth. We have established 
a number of institutions that will promote tech- 
nology transfers, labour training and upgrading 
of tbe existing capital stock. The policies that at- 
tract foreign investment — trade liberalisation — 
will bring wider markets and technology trans- 
fers, both of which will increase productivity in 
foe Egyptian economy. 

These policies invest the reforms of foe past 15 
years for the greater welfare of all Egyptians. 
They come, however, as only part of foe edifice 
of modem Egypt... 

There is a new governance in Egypt, one based 
on transparency in the formulation of policies, in 
the institutions that manage them, and in the data 
that evaluate them. Our economy is one of par- 
ticipation, with the private sector playing an im- 
portant role on foe path to prosperity. ..Our pol- 
icies must remain predictable, our institutions 
reliable and our laws and regulations fair and en- 
forceable. These are foe guarantees of our suc- 
cess. These are foe daily tasks of our govern- 
ment 

Ladies and gentlemen: Egypt is not alone in 
this rebirth. Country after country in our region 
has opted for sound economic and financial pol- 
icies, flexible institutions, marke t-based man- 
agement and a vital role for the private sector in 
economic growth. Day after day, we progress to- 


wards greater harmonisation of our economic 
and finan cial policies. Day after day, our econ- 
omies move closer to their goals, and closer to- 
gether. Today, more than ever before, we can 
look for a core of countries in this region that 
share their values, their vision, their policies and 
are willing to share their future. 

With time, this core will expand, attract others 
and g raduall y become the power source for foe 
well-being of die peoples of this region. Time is 
pressing, however. Large economic blocs have 
become foe dominant feature of foe world ec- 
onomic landscape for foe 21st century— Our 
place in foe global economy lies in our cohesion, 
in the harmony of our policies and our econ- 
omies, but, most of all, in our shared hopes for 
prosperity. 

Regional infrastructure projects — in power, 
energy, transport, communication and environ- 
ment — await our integration. Greater regional 
trade should be within reach. Better coordination 
among our policies should magnify their positive 
impact on our peoples— Our economies have 
grown closer, in greater harmony with each oth- 
er. Yet, this is not close enough, for as loug as 
comprehensive peace on all tracks is not firmly 
and irreversibly established among us, we will 
not reap the foil benefits of our economic in- 
tegration. 

Ladies and gentlemen: The Middle East and 
North Africa has everything for a prosperous fu- 
ture. It also has foe seeds of a future of misery 
and turmoil. We have chosen prosperity. Help us 
buildiL 

The only common enemies we have — Mus- 
lim. Christian and Jew alike — are poverty, ig- 
norance, intolerance and a short-sighted grasp of 
our future. 

Few things are worthy of an unconditional 
commitment. A peace that is founded on justice 
tmd liberty deserves such a commitment We are 
reaching today for our future. Together 1 let us not 
lose sight of it Together let us build it build a 
peace that is just build a prosperity that is for afl. 

For it shall not be said, centuries from today, 
that our countries had peace within their grasp 
and squandered h. 




Many of the Arab 
participants in MENA 
III ignored the Israeli 
delegation, focusing 
more on Arab-Arab 
cooperation. 
Nonetheless, Israel 
took its place among 
participating countries 
at the business booth, 
shown temporarily 
deserted at far left, 
while Palestine, 
enjoyed much 
attention from the 
5,000 husln^rofficial 
and media people 
attending MENA III. 

[photos: Randa Shaath) 


From Madrid to Barcelona 


Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring, whose country currently holds the presidency of the European Union, drew applause on Tuesday when he 
called for a comprehensive Middle East settlement based on trading (and tor peace. The following are excerpts from his address to the conference 


The structures for economic 
cooperation in foe Middle 
East are being built method- 
ically and painstakingly. 

The presence of so many 
business leaders at this Cairo 
conference serves to dem- 
onstrate foe great potential for 
economic cooperation that ex- 
ists in this region. 

This meeting in Cairo takes 
place at a time of serious cri- 
sis in foe Middle East peace 
process. I have to stress that 
foe European Union is deeply 
concerned by foe recent tragic 
events in foe region as well as 
by slow progress in foe direct 
talks between the parties. We 
are committed to the peace 
process for tbe long haul, un- 


til a just, lasting and com- 
prehensive peace can be 
reached in foe Middle East 
The union... has a re- 
sponsibility both to foe region 
and to itself to put tbe peace 
process back on track. 

The recent appointment of 
Ambassador Moratinos as spe- 
cial EU envoy to the Middle 
East underlines our de- 
termination to ensure that foe 
Ell's involvement in foe 
peace process should cor- 
respond with our long- 
standing engagement in foe re- 
gion. I should like to em- 
phasise that the special envoy 
will fulfil his mandate in close 
cooperation with all parties in 
the region and complementary 


to foe inqxutant role which 
foe US plays in the peace pro- 
cess. 

Tbe European Union is 
more than ever convinced that 
peace in foe Middle East de- 
pends on foe full imple- 
mentation of foe existing 
agreements between Israel 
and foe Palestinians. I would 
* like to take this opportunity to 
appeal to foe parties from 
Egyptian soil, from foe first 
Arab country to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel, to reclaim 
the spirit of Madrid and Oslo 
and to continue towards foe 
common goal of a lasting, just 
and comprehensive peace Ra- 
the whole region, on foe basis 
of all relevant resolutions of 


tbe UN Security Council, and 
the principle of land for peace. 


The European Union has 
strongly supported the multi- 
lateral track and looks forward 
to foe resumption of talks on 
that track when the current 
impasse on the imple- 
mentation of foe interim 
agreement has been resolved. 

The European Union is try- 
ing to advance its economic 
cooperation with, and as- 
sistance to, the region on vari- 
ous levels. Since the last 
MENA summit in Amman, 
there have been a number of 
positive developments in 
Euro-Mediterranean relations: 

— In the multilateral con- 


text, foe Barcelona Declara- 
tion of November 1995 has 
paved the way for a new part- 
nership based on a common 
commitment to close coop- 
eration, to an enhanced polit- 
ical dialogue; to stability, hu- 
man rights and foe 
reinforcement of democratic 
institutions and to the pro- 
gressive establishment of a 
free ixade area, for which tbe 
parties to die Barcelona pro- 
cess have set 2010 as the tar- 
get date. 

— At foe bilateral level, ne- 
gotiations have been con- 
cluded, or are under way, be- 
tween tbe EU and 
Mediterr an e an countries on a 
whole new generation of as- 


sociation agreements which 
will farther enhance our coop- 
eration across foe board. 

The union has worked hard 
since foe 1991 Madrid confer- 
ence to help those involved in 
foe Middle East peace process 
to alleviate disparities, settle 
disputes and promote regional 
economic growth through the 
Regional Economic Develop- 
ment Working Group and, as 
the largest international donor 
of aid. the union has provided 
consistent support to the Pal- 
estinian people. The union has 
also actively assisted in foe es- 
tablishment and consolidation 
of tbe regional institutions that 
were set up in Amman in 
1995. 



USAID DISPOSAL SALE 


□ Supplement : 

La Conference [conondque du Caire 

D Moubarak a Inauguration 

de la session parlementaire : ^ 

t Votmerm coup de policed- [’economic. 

□ Nouveau gouvemement libanais : 

i La contimdti ewee [’opposition. 

\o Reportage : 

** Tfong&e dans ks magouiffes de (a construction. 


On November 15, 16, 17 1996 the USAID 
Warehouse will be hosting a disposal sale at 
the Zahraa City Warehouse. Residential and 
Office Furniture as well as assorted other 
items will be for sale. The sale will be open 
to the public from 9 AM. to 2:30 P.M. 



Bidders must purchase a bid package before 
entering for a nonrefundable deposit of LE 5. 
Bids may be submitted at any time during the 
sale and must be accompanied by a 10% 
deposit against tbe total amount of the bid. 
No bids will be accepted after 2:30 P.M. on 
November 17th. All lots must be picked up 
and paid for at the sale site on November 22 
& 23, from 9 A.M. to 2 PM. 


President 

et Rldacteur en Chef 


Ibrahim Nafie 


The USAID Warehouse is located in the 
newly developing community of Zahraa City 
located on the opposite side of the Autostrade 
Highway from Maadi (near the New Horizon 
School). On the days of the sale there will be 
signs directing visitors from Maadi. 


14 - 20 November 1996 


Down 


to Neville Khalil 

looks at the 
prolific 

business Sr 


After foe official and ceremonial niceties were over, about 
4 000 participants from 78 countries rolled up their sleeves and 
took their seats at the 3rd Middle East-North Africa Ec onom ic 
Conference (MENA EU) at the Cairo International Conference 
Centre (CICC). The schedule was a veritable plethora of pan- 
els, workshops, business lunches and thematic discussions,, 
some times until as many as eight sessions taking place si- 
multaneously. , . _ ; . 

Starting at 8.00am, early risers attended networking break- 
fasts with experts, and moved on to foe large Cheops ball for 
plenary sessions. These sessions examined foe major themes of 
foe conference such as the economic climate, policies and re- 
forms needed to create an investor-friendly environment, tbe 
role of the business community in tbe development of the 
MENA region, and investment opportunities and challenges. 
The sessions set foe tone for subsequent discussions. 

Thematic discussions outlined the general frame work needed 
for an improved regional investment climate and provided a 
hands-on approach to doing business in the region. Using com- 
pany-specific case studies, the sessions discussed the most ap- 
propriate policies to increase investment, commerce and trade; 
also, how to facilitate business expansion strategies and assist 
companies to better understand and predict the regional busi- 
ness environment 

Sectoral workshops probed, among others, the fields of chem- 
icals, energy, construction, financial services, agriculture, elec- 
tronics and information technologies, telecommumcations, 
transportation and tourism. The sessions also examined op- 
portunities and challenges facing specific sectors on the re- 
gional level, illustrated success stories, especially in cases 
where companies managed to overcome obstacles in doing 
business and highlighted specific project and joint-venture pro- 
posals. 

Intra-regional, country and private sector-initiated project 
presentations were elaborated on by governments, regional and 
international development agencies and chambers of commerce 
and industry. 

MENA 111 highlighted projects open to private sector par- 
ticipation and discussions were refreshingly outcome-oriented, - 
focusing on concrete business deals and opportunities. Egypt, 
Jordan, foe Palestinian Authority, Israel and Turkey hosted spe- 
cial country lunches to present economic development prior- 
ities and key characteristics of their national markets. Over an 
appetising lunch, participants had first-hand insight into how 
national governments are stimulating growth and investment 

Meanwhile, elsewhere at foe conference, a special workshop 
for small and medium enterprises looked at impediments to 
conducting business for such enterprises, as well as foe in- " 
cen fives and financing mechanisms available to them. 

Participants who registered through the World Economic For- 
um, namely foe business sector, had access to an electronic 
mail service, accessible at any of tbe terminals at foe CICC 
The service allowed participants to send and receive messages 
from other participants, search for participants by name, com- 
pany or country, look up personal profiles of participants and ' 
company descriptions, see projects of interest to their company 
and print the above information. Another meeting point was foe 
Cyber lounge which boasted foe latest Internet and Intranet 
technologies. 

Private meeting rooms were also available for p ar tici pan ts to 
set up bilateral meetings with prospective partners away from 
foe glare of publicity and noisy crowds. Countries were able to * 
showcase the opportunities and advantages they offer at foe 
country business centre. 

A cultural programme was also organised to keep spouses 
who accompanied delegates to MENA IQ interested. A special 
room was set aside at tbe CICC, allowing them to view foe ple- 
nary sessions on closed circuit television, without enduring the 
hustle and bustle on foe conference floor. 


For long lease 
700 in 2 Open Area 

with special entrance on 2 main roads 
in Maady G. 


Showrooms, Offices and Stores 

Contact the owner 3538313 
after 9.00 P.M. 


si 


Principal Bank for Development and 
Agricultural Credit 


(PBDAC) 

110 Kasr El Ainy Street 
Announces a public adjudication for 
supplying vehicles of, 

* One car 4x4 


* Two micro buses van 7 
passengers. 

For the Agricultural Modernization project 


No. 2585/ Egypt 

financed by the World Bank and 
I ntern a ti onal Development Association in 
International Tender. 

Tender Documents complete with 
specifications are available at the contracts 
and adjudication department in (PBDAQ 
obtainable against LE 250 (pounds only) 

Offers will be in Arabic and English 
languages in closed envelopes should be 
submitted to the head of the opening 
envelopes committee. 

Due date 27/11/1996 at 12 O’clock. 


Offers will be accompanied by a bid bond of 
minimum 2% of the offer, to be increased 
10% when the tender will be awarded. 


Copy of updated Tax Card as well as a 
Registration of Sales Tax Authority and the 
Commercial Record, should be submitted 
together with the bid bond, otherwise the 
offer will be disregarded. 
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A different Cl in ton? 

First signals make it unlikely that Clinton will use his new mandate to put pressure on Ne- 
tanyahu. Hocla Tawflk, inWashington,, andGraham Usher, in East Jerusalem, write 


As newly-re-elected US:F»adeat 
Bill CHoton tries to makes fresh 
start and ponders over anew, cab- . 
met, ins polk;, towards the peace 
process is, imfartnnate ly, doomed 
to remain the same 'as it was in bis 
first teon. 

The mmift of the game' is no 
change as fer as Israel, foe big ally, 
and America’s strategic interests - 
are concerned This fe how most of 
the prominent Arab American or- 
ganisations interviewed by M- 
Ahram Weekly in Wa sh ington see 
the situation. r 

The Middle East crisis & one of 
the -most serious foreign policy 
problems lacing Clarion in hu sob 1 - 
and term, Tkj chaDenge is bow fo . 
save the Palestinian-Israeli 


emotional ‘ 'Significance to' both 
sides. as well as snob practice Mg- ' 
nificance, that IbcKeve it »ill;i?peri. 
tile door [for uajto go- on and over- 
come all the other challenges that 
arebefore ns," he said. 

■ . -Botins first reaction to a question 
about Palestinian President Yasser 7 
Arafet cjiUtng im hnn bb 

Israeli ' 'Rawer. ■ Binyamm. Ne- 
tanyahu was starting. The ques- 
tioner, a Palestinian journalist; be- 
gan' ' by ' . mnptj i tnliitjng ' ' flip. ' 
preskknt.' ‘ThanS: you,” Clinton 
. said, but titer moment Ik heard the 
question, he retorted, “You Baa to 
remind me it was congratulations 
andnot condolences!” 


In bis first press confermicb since 
bis re-election. President Ctfntou 
last Friday seamed at a loss ais to 
bow to deal with the crisis. “If we 
can dear the H&ran. 
deployment] bunfle, it bas ‘such 


through his re-electron campaign 
untroubled by any' foreign policy 
crisis* but a number of deferred . 


him nightmar es over the next four 
years, l i e Mnhfle East is likely to 
ccsrtinue ip prove troublesome to 
flie administrati on as Q»nt»n con- 
tinues to deal with tiie peace pro-. 


Bill Clinton’s re-election as US 
President an 5 November wen pre- 
dictable approval, from the FLO 
and the Arab world generally. *1 
congratulate (Clinton) and cm- 
gratulate myself; the Palestinian 
people and the Arab nation for tins 
victory which will bring itiabalily- 
and give a push to the peace pro- 
cess,'’ gushed PLO leader Yasser : 
Arafat one day after the vote. It 
was a line echoed by Jordan. "We 
think Clinton's re-election opens 
the door for a room active rale ^y. 
the US and we welcome tin*," said 
Jordan’s Information Mnnster- 
MarwanMuashcr, on 6 November. 

The Israeli government also qp- 
plauded Clinton’s win, though its 
assessment of the intact it w31. 
have on foe stalled Oslo process' 
was more saber and, in all prob- 
ability, more accurate, "If (Axrfat) 
is waking for foe great pressure 
thaifiM to came from Washington, 
be will be <fismp om ted_The 
whole idea that Netaqyahn will 
stand and be whipped by toe next 
US president n snnpty not so- 
nous,” said IstieE PM Bmyaxnin 
Netanyahu. Israeli opposition lead- 
er, Shnnon Peres, agreed. *3 do not 


foresee pressure from toe US,” he 
-said. . . . 

' Palestinian and Arab hopes are 
baked on tiie aaremption tint re- 

latinrwt between the maimhent lift 

administration and Israel are at 
their lowest ebb since President 
Bosh threatened to withdraw. S1I 
Mjlon worfli of loan guarantees to 

the - Shawwr g n wm mwrt -in 1992. 

„ Then, pressure appeared to work, 

' with the dismal state of US/Israel 
1 re lati o n being s fhotor behind toe 
•- electoral victory of Yltzak Rabin’s - 
. Labour coalition later tiiat year: 

; Like pressure today — so the ar- 
gument goes — would force Ne- 
tanyabn into proceeding with . a - 
peace process mat ha&been in cri- 
sis' mace his coalition was 

elected bud May. “ft i* prime time 
tiiat the US played an active role in 
the jjeace talks between Pal- 
estinians and lsrachs and acts as a 
referee,” says former PLO nego- ~ 
tutor arid speaker of the Pal- ■ 
eat i t i b m ■ '• Legislative Council . 
(PLC), Ahmed QraL '■ 

The problem for tiie Palestinians . 
s that Cfinton and 'his adnsmstnir 
tion have never been a *Te fe rec T ’m 
toe pfcace process. The record since - 


cess asanaHy oflsrael, rather than 
as an foxiest mediator. 

. Jahsban, president of tiie 
Arab American Association, told . 
tiie Weekly , . "Don’t, ex p ect any 
change in die American policy vis- 
A-vis the Middle East Those who 
expect Clizton to be less dependent 
on Jewish support in his second 
term, andthe a e fo re loa^ur on Ne- 
tany ahu, im> irngfatran 

"The reasons behind tins are,, 
first, that CEntoa win work to guar- 
antee ti» success of tie Democratic 
Party in toe year 2000 under the 
leadership of ms vice-president, A1 
Gore: He is certain tiiat he needs 
toe support of foe JowUi lobby- It 
is ho secret that the lobby financed 
.60 per cent of Ctriton’s pres- 
idential ra m ipaign and that 90 pCT 
cent of Jewish voters supported 
Cfinton. Clinton also needs toe sup- 


Jahsban appealed to Arabs to use 
tiie administration’s transitioaal pe- 
riod to talk to the US president 


Oslo shows rather tiie US con- 
sistently backing tiie Israeli agenda 
in toe negotiations and, when these 
broke town, acting as a firefighter 
to put out flio flames. 

- Thus, in tiie aftermath of the 
1994 -Hebraii massacre, it was 
Clinton who prevailed on Arafet 
not to condition negotiations on the 
removal of Jewish settlers from 
Hebron, despite a consensus 
mnmig boto Palestinian «*id i«wji 
opinion flat this was the only way 
Oslo could be salvaged. 

Even tiie military pop- 
ular confr on tations that rocked toe 
West Batik and Gaza in September; 
Netanyahu ; stalfed redeptoyment 
in Hebron. After a month of wholly 
inconclusive talks on toe issue, Pal- 
estinian negotiators me as frustrat- 
ed with tiie US’s ^mediatian” as 
they were at tiie outset. 

“We expected Dermis Ross” (the 
US Middle East special envoy and 
“fedKtaloi” for foe Hebron nego- 
tiations) “to say at least who is re- 
sponsible for the delay in imple- 
menting .foe agr eeme nt over 
Hebron, and who wants to change 
the original agreement,” said chief 
PLO negotiator, Saeb Erekat, last 


“What is at stake is not to yield to 
the status quo, but to work hard to 
change it; using all the Arab cards.” 
The Egyptian ambassador to 
Washington, Ahmed Maher El- 
Said, was more optimistic, how- 
ever. "It is obvious tint Clinton 
docs riot appro ve of Netanyahu’s 
policies. We expect him to be vig- . 
arcus in his rejection of such pol- 
icies to confront Israel’s ag- 
gressive policy, which has derailed 


tne peace process. - 

But, like Jahshan, Hala Maksoud, 
president of the Arab American 
• AntiJliyjimj^irt^^in Committee, 
could not pin anyhopes an a sec- 
ond and final rfSnhm term. “Clin- 
ton’s ideology n to support Israel,” 
toe said “The point is not that be 
will be free in his second term from 
Jewish pressure. The reason he has 
not put pressure on Netanyahu so 
.fer lies in his ideological position.” 
Maksoud added, “We will be 
gravely mistaken if we expect that 
toe new adminis tration will put 
pressure on Israel,” toe said. 


week. Ross left far Washington on 
29 October, saying very little. He 
has yet to return. 

With the election now over; it 
may be that the US will push Israel 
■ to “dear tim Hebron hurdle” and so 
“fulfil all tiie other challenges tiiat 
there are before us,” as put by CBn- 
ton in Washington on 8 November. 
But it is unlikely to do much else. 

- Instead of wasting murh time 
and effort on tiie Oslo process, 
Clinton may be content with keep- 
ing it afloat, while waiting either 
for tire collapse of Netanyahu’s co- 
alition into a national unity govern- 
ment or for its defeat in tiie next 
Knesset elections. 

“When it comes to the US pres- 
sure on Israel, it is not a question of 
ability but of consequences,” says 
Israeli historian, Dan Pappe. “If the 
result of greater, p re s s u re on Ne- 
tanyahu is a crisis in US/Israel re- 
lations, as well as no movement ore 
Oslo, I don’t see Clinton taking tiie 
ride: " 

in such circumstances, it may be 
. wiser for. the Palestinians not to 
also risk.pinmng all their hopes on 
;\a transformed Ctinfon “whipping” 
Ne t a nyahu into Kne. 


Bumpy road ahead for new 
Lebanese government 

With 30 per cent of Lebanon's population living in poverty, can 
the new government balance Its desire to reconstruct the country 
with concern for its citizens? Zeina Khodr reports from Beirut 


Over two weeks ago, Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Al-Hariri was charged wife forming his third cabinet 
since taking office in October 1992. Two weeks of 
intense bickering ensued as members of tiie ruling 
“troika” President Elias Et-Hrawi, House Speaker 
Nabih Bern and Hariri vied for influence in the new 
cabinet Hne-up. Finally, a compromise was reached 
with the mediation of Syrian officials, Damascus is 
the mam power broker in the country, and the new 
council of ministers was chosen. The new cabinet 
was sworn in on Monday. 

The new cabinet is not what TTariri had in mind, de- 
spite the feet that be did retain control over ministries 
in sn ii maifail to the im p l ementa tio n of hi s multi- 
billion dollar reconstruction plan. Hariri, who won a 
seat for the first time in parliament in die elections 
this summer, has a strong parliamentary base, but 
now feces the possibility of opposition within his 
own cabinet 

There were no dramatic changes in the composition 
of the new 30-member cabinet, where half of the 
mem hers are Christian, while the other half axe Mus- 
lim. The top ministries such as those of toe interior, 
foreign affairs, defence, justice and economy remain 
in tiie same hands. Hariri continues to hold the Fi- 
nance Ministry portfolio and his close ally, Fooad 
Sanyoura, retains his post as state minis ter for fi- 
nancial affairs, thereby effectively allowing the prime 
minister a fine hand in the r unn ing of the Finance 
Ministry. Additionally, die prime m i nister now alsn 
assumes responsibility for the Post and Tele- 
communications Ministry. 

Hariri has said repeatedly that he wants a homo- 
geneous government where all ministers work togeth- 
er to rebuild Lebanon. He also wanted to confine the 
opposition to the parliament and to keqj it out of the 
government But the new cabinet is not devoid of op- 
position. Critics and outspoken rivals of Hariri are 
now ministers and many observers expect internal 
disputes to become endemic. 

Analysts liken tiie new council of m ini ster s to toe 
p rime minister’s fins t government. At toe tuna, Himn 
bad threatened to resign a number of times when ri- 
valries erupted, not only in gov ernm ent but also in 
parliament; between the opposition minister s and the 
supporters of gove rn ment policy. A few old enemies 
of Hariri now have relumed to government even . 
though toe prime minister had managed to exclude 
them from the government he had fanned in May 
1995. 

Opposition figures, such as the newly^appointed 
health minister, Maronite deputy Slyman Franjieh; 
emigrants’ minister, Druze deputy Tala! Arslan; min- 
ister of foe environment, Druze Akram Shehayeb and 
tourism minister, Greek Catholic Nicola Fattouche, all 
have a record of opposition to Hariri’s policies. 

Also, one of Huai’s farmer allies, minis ter of tiie 
displaced and Druze leader Walid Juxriblatt, is now 
his worst enemy. Jumblatt charges that toe prime 
minister has become too powerful. “The opposition 
wffi be active inside toe cabinet,” he said. “He [Ha- 
riri] controls _ tiie . telecommunications, in- 


formation, justice and transportation ministries. This 
greed, partamlaiiy in financial matters, should not be 
allowed to continue and should be curtailed.’’ The 
Progressive Socialist Patty, headed by Jumblatt, has 
vehemently criticised Hariri fur ignoring toe needs of 
the poor while rebuilding the country. The party is 
represented in the new government by both Jumblatt 
and Shehayeb. 

Hariri’s enemies were appointed to foe new cabinet 
after Maronite President Hcawi pushed for a polit- 
ically balanced government, one that represents the 
entire political spectrum instead of a cabinet made up 
of Hand’s allies. President Hrawi and Speaker Bern 
were able to ensure the app o in t m ent of a number of 
their sup porter s to government 

According to Slyman Takieddine, a political an- 
alyst both Hariri and Hrawi managed, to a certain ex- 
tent to achieve their aims. “Hariri may not have been 
able to avoid the inclusion of opposition members in 
cabinet but he bas key allies in ministries which are 
directly related to his reconstruction prog ra mme for 
the countiy,” he told Al Akram Weekly . “Most of the 
minis tries related to services are in his hands.” 

Hariri wants to avoid dealing with internal opposi- 
tion when pushing for the implementation of his re- 
construction projects. The prime minister’s strong 
bloc in parliament and his electoral alliance with Ber- 
ri are ultimately aimed at allowing the quick rat- 
ification of his projects. 

Takieddine added that Hrawi, for his part, managed 
to flrns tirw that his Maronite community h»s a share in 
the new gov ernment. “For example, the foreign and 
education ministries are theirs. To the Maxomtes, tiie 
Education Ministry is important. The Maromtes want 
to have a say in how history is taught in schools. 
They want to make sure their views, which tend to 
conflict at times with those of other religious sects in 
tiie country, are safeguarded and propagated.” 

Even before toe new government held its first ses- 
sion, it came under criticism. Some politicians op- 
posed to Hariri’s policies have attacked it, saying that 
it will not be able to deal with the political, social 
and economic challenges feeing tiie country. How- 
ever, according to the newly-appointed state minister 
for a dministr a t iv e reform, deputy Bishara Mecbej, the 
new government will work hard rinoe it is faced with 
a tough situation. “Lebanon is confronted with many 
challenges, not only on the local scene but regionally 
as well,” he told the Weekly. “These include the sit- 
uation in South Lebanon, where Israel continues to 
occupy Lebanese territory in a dear breach of inter- 
national resolutions. The new government has to deal 
with the difficult social and economic situation of the 
country. It must tackle this seriously since it is a 
grave problem tiiat could have negative future reper- 
cussions. The ministers have to work together to be 
able to achieve tiie desired goals.” 

The composition of die new cabinet will be put to a 
parliamentary vote of confidence in the coming' 
weeks. But its real test will be whether it can allevi- 
ate toe suffering of many of its citi zens and rid the 
public administration of corruption. 


Turkey’s dangerous 
military games 


The frequent incursions by the Turkish military into 
northern Iraq have tailed to flush out the PKK guerrillas, 
but Turkish officials are intent on continuing their hot pur- 
suit despite heavy criticism. Omayma Abdef-Latif reports 


Kuriish rebels oftbeKmtfisten's Workers’ 
Party (PKK), Turirish troops crossed into 
northern Iraq early last week and stormed a 
PKK hideout, kilting at bast 35 fighters. A ; 
major victory, however, eluded foe Turkish 
troops since, acccodmg to Foreign Munster 
Tansu Cfllcr, Osman Ochn, brother of toe 
PKK leader; n a rrowly escaped death in the 

The operation was described by a Ttokr 
kh milit ary official as smaller torn tiie ma- 

jor incursion tirt took jbee hist spring af- 
ter 35,000 Turkish troops were deployed in 
northern Iraq. The official, however; re- 
fosed to say bow mmysokfiois were m- 
volvedin the latest iraansio^biit made the 

pointtiiatTtiiiishfbfocslndnotgCTKfiH-- 

tiierflian 15km foto Iraq.. - 

Abdallah Gnl, the Turkish state mini ster 
for foreign affaire, pledged that ti ie ngjt ary 
incursions would continue in foe future “to 
being to a halt the terrorist activities of the 


TTmy afw vairwgarnn ifitopea s a iit s in tiie 
iMmm of liberation,” GuL “The PKK 
has cfeliberately and arbitrarily killed wom- 
en, children and old people m Kurdish ar- 
eas while flic Turkish army is protecting ci- 
vilians,” Gul added. He explained that, an 
average, three Tmkirii sobSets are killed 


ftnl luv rtvatirm s 1 hwt i qrn y 

itself was attacking Kurdish villages and 
■ killing dvifisns. The reason for foc in- 
' tensfication of mffitaiy action, he added, 
was tint toe wen were massing 

. al ffl ig the LSO-rmk bolder and could »Fp 
into Ttakey anytime “We have to stop 
. these infiltrations,” he said. “We will take 
the necessary measures to do so and evalu- 
ate these MPa w r as with nrighhonring 
countries.” 

For toe past two months, toe Turkish 
army has been. buSdmg up iis .arsenal and 
massing troops along ; the Jxmji txrfsr, in 
.'4Kpp8VGUt readiness to attack the Kurdish 
gcemOas. Army officials however, would 
neither confinii nordciiy Turkish press re- 
ports tint troops' .already have mounted 
seme cross-border attacks. 

The area coo^med covers 10 out of Tur- 
key’s 76 provinces and is controlled from 

- Dryar Bakir, an' ancient city above the Ti- 
; gns and tin most affected by tiie war. The 

area then extends to Babour, toe last check- 
point an the Iraqi boater, ft has been tiie 
scene of the 12-year-oM war between the 
• Tudriuh army and toe PKK fighters who 
want to carve an indqpendertKmdito state. 

- oat of roatoeagtea Tudoey. About 21,000 
. people have been kaDed m foe fighting. 


Since the end of the Gulf War, the fight- 
ing has intensified. The PKK has frequent- 
ly used northern Iraq’s rugged tqw rin as a 
base for staging attacks across the banter; 
benefiting from foe breakdown of authority 
in tiw'KnrdisIi-coiitrolled “no-fly” zone. 
But; wramting to'Tudtish strategist Hmaam 
Koto, tiie policy of launching major in- 
cursions into Iraqi soil is not urgently need- 
ed since toe PKK already has lost much of 
its nrilitaiy clout 

Until about five years ago the PKK was 
able to keep the Turkish snny out of large 
areas of tiie south-east and move in and out 
of Syriaat wSOL The safe haven, however, 
now gives toe Tories a listening post in Iraq 
at Zakho, which is nunneri by Turkish as 
well as British and American troops. This 
has effectively enabled tiie Turkish army to 
att ack PKK b ases and force the movement 
underground m Turkey itself 

Turkish poHtidans have expressed grow- 
ing fears tint the unsettled feud between 
toe Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (FUK) 
would allow the PKK to become what one 


The ni*w) Iraqi Kurdish factions, foe 
KDP and the PUK, partners in the ongoing 
peace process brokered by the United 
States mid Turkey, have expressed support 
for Turkey's legitimate security interests in 
its struggle against toe PKK They have 
pledged to fight any terrorist activities in 
anthem Iraq, particularly from the PKK 

The KDP, however, issued a statement 

an Sunday den ramcmg the Tnritigh mil it ar y 

sally. The statement went as far as do- 
scribing the latest operation as “an un- 
justifiable aggression again fit foe Kmriidi 
people.” 

The latest incursion also bas drawn 
heavy criticism from Turkish diplomats 
who believe that these mffitary operations 
adversely affect Turkey’s image m the in- 
ternational arena. The operations were 
sharply criticised by European Union 
members who expressed feats that they 
would further destabilise the region. Con- 
sequently, EU members have called on 
Turkey to open dialogue with tiie PKK 

“Turkey’s foreign policy image is very 
poor. Europe is throwing toe issue of the 
Knrrftah problem and the issue of h u m a n 
rights in one basket. They {Europeans] be- 
lieve that people are sflenced and that polit- 
ical and social rights are restricted for the 
sake of figfatmg against foe PKK,” said Se- 


narthem Iraq.” He added that Ankara has 
until now felted in its efforts to enlist any of 
tile Iraqi T Cuiriiali gTqnps to help TO 
PKK operations in Iraq: - 


dat Elgin, a veteran c omm e n tator for the 


The nrilitaiy operation came a few days 
after a decision was taken by six com- 
mittees in the European Parliament to put 
pressure on Turkey to start talks with the 
PKK and to release its members from jail. 
Mefardad Izadi, editor of toe International 
Journal of Kurdish Studies published in 
London md s u pporter of Abdullah Oclan 
says, “If we acknowledge that the Kurds 
have been or are being subject to genocide, 
we cannot stand by idly. But in south-east 
Turkey, toe government justifies toe lollmg 
of Kurds with the PKK rebellion- This is a 
form ofblaming the victim.” 

Turkey’s military operations have been 
supported by the United States because, ac- 
cording to a White House spokesman, the 
US believes the Turks have g e n u ine 
reasons to be concerned about their border. 
Acco r d in g to Michael Turner, a specialist 
an Turkish affairs at the California-based 
United States International U ni v e rsity, 
Was hin gton is in as winch a dil emma as 
T urkey “ Washing ton is cnngtrt up in a di- 
lemma created by the Turkish incursions. 
On the one hand, the US knows that what 
Turkey s domg stire up foe Kurds in north- 
ern iww] smA produces situations of in- 
stability and inter-tribal fighting. On the 


other hand, the US s u ppo r t s Ankara’s at- 
tempts to curb separatism and tenor ism in 
south-east Turkey,” be said. 

The US administration, as Turner ex- 
plained, wan ts to show its support for a 
unified, integrated. Western-oriented Tur- 
key. “Washington is likely to continue this 
stance as long as Turkish nrilitaiy in- 
cursions do not alter the strategic balance 
in that part of the world,” Turner told Al 
Akram Weekly. He warned, however, that 
tiie net effect of all the Turiridl military ac- 
tions is unlikely to curb the PKK in- 
filtrations into Turkey. “The PKK fighters 
are much better at Mending into tiie Iraqi 
countryside or escaping into friendly Syria 
than the Turirish army is at pursuing the 
PKK guerrillas. These incursions are un- 
likely to stop tiie PKK,” he said. 

Krurtal Kind, professor of international 
rotations at the Istanbul-based Bogazi Uni- 
versity, has sharply criticised the military 
incurskais, describing them as “a policy 
which amounts to damage control ofTurk- 
ish security interests.” 

“Turkey cannot play with the military 
card for kmg. Besides it cannot go on 
massing around with other countries’ in- 
tegrity and get away with it because the 
same game could be played against itself” 
said Professor Kind. 
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Kabila’s historic cabal 

,"S § 

Zaire's President Mobutu gears up to crush Kabila’s opposition forces. Can Mobutu break up Kabila’s cabal, asks Gamal Nkrumah 


Do African countries need standing armies? if African countries' 
security problems could be cured by propping up die continent's 
armed forces, wbo would refuse the remedy? South Africa apart, 
the continent's leaders now administer carefully measured and 
diluted doses of democracy. This might be an opportune moment 
for Africa to be tightening the screws on its 50-odd national ar- 
mies. Alas, Africa's military forces — in and out of power — 
arc staging a counter-offensive; they are determined to drag the 
continent into a vicious circle of violence and chaos. The night- 
marish events in eastern Zaire over the past few weeks have 

prompted most Africa- watchers to expect the worst scenarios — 
civil wars and genocide by starvation and unspeakable hardship 
— as the continent descends into a downward, spiral of political 
confusion and ethnic conflict 

African armies are ill-equipped to defend African countries' 
territorial integrity. By international standards, African troops 
are paid next to no thing Africa’s armies are a threat to the con- 
tinent's security and political stability. Theirs is a legacy steeped 
in blood, coups d’etat and counter-revolutions. 

Last Monday, the Zairean government warned aid agencies op- 
erating in eastern Zaire that they would lose their right to work 
inside the country if they cur a "treacherous" deal with Laurent- 
D&rre Kabila's Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire. The aid agencies have become embroiled in a 
civil war that cannot be controlled or contained. The last foreign 
aid workers fled the fighting in eastern Zaire over a week ago. 
Kabila's forces seized control of the Zairean cities of Goma and 
Bukavu — the main aid centres helping over one million ethnic 
Hutu refugees. 

The head of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), Salim 
Ahmed Salim, and most African foreign ministers and officials 
meeting in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, this week for the 
OAU's conflict prevention mechanism, suspect that the root 
cause of the current crisis in eastern Zaire was the failure of the 
aid agencies to separate the soldiers from the refugees. 

"It is indeed a pity," Ethiopian President Meles Zennawi said 
in a press conference in Addis Ababa on Tuesday, "that when 
African countries have shown a clear disposition to fulfil their 
responsibilities and to take the lead on matters that affect them 
directly, that they are denied an effective means to do this by the 
same international community which has nevertheless shown 
readiness to spend billions in addressing the humanitarian prob- 
lem." 

Canada offered on Monday to lead an international force to 
open humanitarian corridors in eastern Zaire. The French, who 
first proposed the rapid deployment force, were out-voted at the 
UN Security Council on Saturday, postponed a decision on the 
French proposal until 20 November. 

If African armies are a write-off, what about foreign ones? 
Former colonial powers have strategic interests in Africa. When 
they intervene militarily in their former colonies, it is without 
fail to change the fortunes of war in such a way as serves their 
interests. Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana's first president, and Patrice 
Lumumba, the celebrated fust prime minister of the country 
which was later to become Zaire, were ideological and political 
soul-mates. Ghana and Zaire had signed a secret agreement mak- 
ing the two countries the nucleus of a larger continental union of 
African states. Nkrumah planned to create a continental army. 
Nkrumah and Lumumba worked closely together to end the cri- 
sis in the Congo in the late 1950s and early 1960s. They were 
against the intervention of foreign forces precisely because for- 
eigners inevitably influenced the outcome of local wars. Foreign 
interventionist troops are invariably identified with one or an- 
other of the local waning protagonists. 

Another brainchild of Nkrumah, die OAU, has been pushed to 
the sidelines. South Africa suspended arms sales to Rwanda last 
Wednesday. There are grave doubts that South Africa’s army — 


a recent and tortuously uncomfortable amalgam of black Marx- 
ist-inspired .freedom fighters and white anti-communist pro- 
fessional bit squads — can impress anyone in Central Africa. 

Nkrumah’ s dream of African unify had a rude awakening 
when Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seku caught and tortured 
Patrice Lumumba. Nkrumah's vision of pan-African unity re- 


anothcr 


setback lan 


ceived 

with the death in de- 
tention of another like- 
minded revolutionary, 
pan-Africanist Pierre 
Mulele, who was tor- 
tured to death in Oc- 
tober 1968 by Mo- 
butu's men. Mulele was 
a dose colleague and 
comrade-in-arms of 
Nkrumah and Lu- 
mumba. Mulele 's ab- 
duction by the Mobutu 
regime sent shock 
waves throughout the 
African revolutionary 
world “I wonder why 
he fell into that nasty 
trap. Why did he trust 
Mobutu? That Mobutu 
regime has a criminal 
and sadistic mind. For a 
trained guerrilla like 
Mulele to have be- 
lieved in the promises 
of Mobutu beats me." 

Nkrumah said. Mulele 
led one of the most suc- 
cessful Maoist in- 
surrections in Africa, 
the Kwiiu Peasant Up- 
rising, but it was cut 
short by the CIA's in- 
tervention in 1965. 

“As the people's rev- 
olutionary struggle ad- 
vances, professional ar- 
mies as such will 
gradually disappear," 
wrote Nkrumah in the 
1960s. Nkrumah an- 
ticipated that revolu- 
tionary insurrectionists would challenge what passes for Africa's 
professional armies. He saw that the people-based African- rev- 
olutionaries would inevitably clash with foreign troops feigning 
their defence of humanitarian concerns on the continent. Inter- 
national military intervention in eastern Zaire is unacceptable to 
most African leaders — with the notable exception of Mobutu, 
his hangers-on and his henchmen. "The people of [Zaire] will 
undoubtedly decide their own future free from foreign inter- 
ference. Difficulties and uncertainties will have to be faced. But 
of one thing I am sure. The victors in the final battle for 
[Zaire's] emancipation will spring from the blood of Lumumba," 
Nkrumah prophesied in his classic The Challenge of the Congo. 

Some argue that foreign interference does not prevent African 
politicians from getting things done their way. Perhaps, but this 
is not the point An international acknowledgement that the 
world is listening to African demands for self-determination is 
badly needed. Take the case of Zairean opposition forces and 
Rwanda. A key Zairean opposition leader, Laurent-D6sir6 Ka- 


bila, warned that French troops must not be involved in the pro- 
posed international military force to be sent to eastern Zaire. Ka- 
blia beads the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire. Kabila, whose troops are fighting die Zairean 
army in eastern Zaire, opposes a French-directed multinational 
force. He also opposes the French plan to construct “human itar- 


corridors T 



ro funnel 

the 1.5 million ethnic 
Hutu refugees back to 
Rwanda. How then can 
French soldiers be sent 
to the region as pea- 
cekeepers? 

The leaders of Rwan- 
da, Burundi and Ug an da, 
three countries bordering 
eastern Zaire, unan- 
imously voice opposi- 
tion to French military 
interference in the re- 
gion. Rwandan President 
Pasteur Bizimungu, an 
e thni c Hutu, warned re- 
cently that France, "al- 
ways supported foe re- 
gime and acted as 
Mobutu's protector. Mo- 
butu, convalescing from 
prostate cancer surgery 
in his VDla del Mare in 
an up-market stretch of 
France's Mediterranean 
Cote d’Azur, made it 
clear that be was in no 
mood to return to Zaire 
in a hurry. Mobutu said 
that he would not be go- 
ing back to Zaire until 
he had fully recovered. 
The European Union's 
humanitarian aid com- 
missioner, Emm a Bo- 
nino, is at a loss as to 
what to do. Several Eu- 
ropean powers have con- 
tradictory — even con- 
flicting — agendas in 
foe Great Lakes region 
of Central Africa. 

During France's Operation Tourquoise in 1994-95, Foreign Le- 
gionnaires occupied large tracts of Rwanda. French forces creat- 
ed so-called safe havens in Rwanda and Zaire ro protect ethnic 
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Hutu chauvinists who curried out foe systematic slaughter of 
some 500,000 ethnic Tutsi and allied moderate Hutu. France 
now wants to set up so-called "humanitarian corridors** in east- 
ern Zaire where Hutu refugees could take shelter. Some of these 
people are fugitives from justice. In Europe, such an act would 
be tantamount to providing safe havens to the Nazis who carried 
out the holocaust against Slavs , Gypsies and Jews. 

The Banyamulenge people, Zairean Tutsi, oppose foe de- 
ployment of foreign forces to end foe conflict in eastern Zaire. 
The Banyamulenge have been targeted by foe Zairean army for 
retribution for allegedly instigating a separatist rebellion. Kabila 
argues that foe war is not an ethnic conflict but a revolutionary 
struggle against the oppression of the Mobutu regime. Zaire's 
Prime Minister Kongo wa Dondo is an ethnic Tutsi himself. For- 
eign interference looms large in France’s plans for the region. 
Foreign interests have kept Mobutu in power for the last four 
decades. 

Mobutu's personal fortune is conservatively put at $63 billion. 
Zairean diplomatic missions in Switzerland owe foe Swiss au- 
thorities a couple of million dollars, while Mobutu was until re- 
cently paying over $1,250,000 a day for occupying 15 suites in 
the Hotel Beau Rrvage at Lausanne, Switzerland. There is an 
ugly trade-off between Mobutu’s private wealth and his people’s 
misery and his country’s bankruptcy. America’s CIA politically 
created the international statesman Mobutu out of an obscure 
and barefoot office boy called Josepb-Desire. If one single thing 
is striking about Mobutu, it is not how rich or ruthless he is, but 
how little his chances of survival would have been had he a at 
been on the payroll of foe powers that be in Washington, Paris 
and Brussels for much of his 40 years in power. 

The obvious answer is to do away with African armies that ap- 
pear to relish any chance of dealing heavy blows against un- 
suspecting civilians — be they follow citizens or refugees from 
neighbouring countries. Students in the Zairean capital have tak- 
en matters into their own hands. Last week, they stormed foe 
country’s parliament in the capital Kinshasa, calling for die over- 
throw of the Mobutu regime. The students were regarded as Lu- 
na umbists- Lumumbists also make up foe core of Kabila’s cabal. 
How history repeats itself! 

Kabila's cabal could spell disaster for Mobutu's cosy arrange- 
ment — running his country by remote control from Lausanne, 
foe Cflte d'Azur and h is hometown Gbadolite. Kabila did not fall 
into obscurity after Lumumba's murder in January 1961. He 
took his cue from Latin American Marxist revolutionary Che 
Guevara, who was visiting at the time, to launch a peasant-based 
guerrilla force — foe People's Revolutionary Party — in eastern 
Zaire. Kabila later appeared with Zairean Marxist leader Antoine 
Gizenga in foe international Permanent People’s Court in the 
Dutch port city of Rotterdam in September 1 9S2 protesting the 
gross violations of human rights under foe Mobutu regime. It 
would be poetic justice if Mobutu's regime happens to be laid fi- 
nally to rest by Kabila's latest Marxist-inspired cabal in a post- 
Cold War setting. Mobutu's men are today on tire receiving end. 


Food for all? 

Food production in sub-Saharan Afnra 's less 

now than it was 30 years ago. and J°°^ ® 
at its lowest in 20 years. Can this week’s 
World Food Summit help, asks Marfc Tadros 


"Food for air is the motto of foe World 

ed yesterday in Rome and whose target IS 

poSimgry today. As heads of state gathered to (tecuss ways of 

gutting this number by half by no later than 

out for more than 80,000 children m eastern 

foe end of this month if food and fresh water do not reach them on 

^Intolerable" is foe word used in the Rome Declaration on Wald 
Security to describe foe lack of basic foodstuffs matfy offoe 
world's poor. The declaration was approved by puhop^ng gov- 
ernments before foe summit “We pledge our political wll and our 
national commitment to achieving food security for all, foe gov- 
ernments represented at foe summit affirm in foe declaration. There 
is no mention, however, of an economic will to supply food a id. 
Prior to foe summit, foe United States had objected to a statement 
in the declaration which asserted that the right to food is an basic 
human right, fearing that if nnghfbeused todexiandn^a«L _ 
In foe end, the US consented to its inclusion, although foe s ummit 
message delivered by the head of foe US delegation. Agriculture 
Secretary Dan Glickman, hinted that there should be no strings at- 
tached. “We will continue to provide support to those countries that 
take foe necessary steps to promote their self-reliance," be said. In 
1 994, foe US contributed merely 0. 15 per cent of its gross national 
product to development assistance, falling behind both other de» 

veloped nations and its own aid target figure of 0.7 per cenL 

“The prospects for future food aid are hardly reassuring," said 
Jacques Diouf, foe director-general of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation. Only during the food crisis offoe early 
1970s were food aid supplies as low as they are likely to be in the 
late 1990s. In a paper on food aid prepared by the World Food Pro- 
gramme for the summit, it is noted that there has been a drastic de- 
cline in foe supply of food aid, including, for instance? a drop from 
over 1 5 milli on tons of cereals in 1992-93 to around eight miUion 
tons in 1994-95. 

Sub-Saharan Africa, which is suffering from a decline m' do- 
mestic per capita production, high fertility rates, natural disasters 
and sporadic fighting displacing thousands of people, has been a 
major recipient oF food aid. The fact that food production is itogefy 
dependent upon annual rainfall in foe area restricts local diets to 
low-yielding coarse grains such as m-iiga, millet and sorghum. Re- 
cent dry periods mean that sub-Saharan Africa produces less food 
today than it did 30 years ago. Since 1970, the number of chron- 
ically undernourished people in foe region has more than doubled 
to over 200 million, or more than 40 per cent of the population. 

Behind foe Western rhetoric of agendas promoting "sustainable 
development" and "effective market strategies”, foe message for 
countries with low incomes and food deficits and for non- 
government organisations (NGOs) is abundantly clean the days of 
relief food aid are over. A case in point is foe continued decline in 
European Union food aid grants to Egypt In 1986 170,000 tons of 
cereals were delivered; by 1991 the figure was down to 1 10,000 
tons and further dropped to 100,000 for 1994 and 1995. Recently, 
the European Commission laid out a "new food aid management 
policy" which required the "use of food aid as a fundamental ele- 
ment of development policy, in particular of the long-term food se- 
curity policy." 

Since the EU only hands out food assistance to NGOs whose 
head offices are based in one ofits member states, only two NGOs 
in Egypt are eligible — Caritas and foe Catholic Relief Agency. 
Moreover, foe NGOs must prove that all food supplies are in- 
corporated into wider projects of a “development character". 

“This sounds fine on paper, hut it’s a different story on a grass- 
roots leveL They establish criteria which must be strictly adhered to 
and they don’t realise that their infrastructure is very different from 
ours," declared Magdi Gams, co-director of Cantos in Egypt 
Cantos has incotpcrated food aid into several development pro- 
jects, including the Food for Work scheme, which benefits 2,000 
young graduates cultivating foe bewty reclaimed desert land ofNu- 
bariya, 85km south of Alexandria. Food assistance has also been 
used as an incentive to attract the unemployed to vocational train- 
ing. 

However, Garras points out that there is a significant number of 
hungry people who cannot participate in such development pro- 
jects and who tend to be the most marginalised, such as the elderly 
and foe sick. Caritas has had to abandon many pro g ramm es de- 
signed for them because they do not meet the EU criteria. “‘We 
don't do welfare,' they say, but these people need proper meals, 
too. The programme must be more humane," saidGanas- 
WhDe food md may be beneficial to the poor, it has been very 
detrimental to foe interests of African farmers, argues Mohamed 
Idris, chairman of foe African Fanners Union and vice-president of 
the International Federation of Agricultural Producers. "Food aid 
may be life-saving in emergencies, but at the end of the day, it has 
cost us an arm and a leg," be complained, “it has distorted our con- 
sumption habits. For instance, we used to consume maize, but with 
the introduction of wheat under food aid programmes people 
switched to eating wheat, which is not always available. Do- 
mestically grown crops cannot compete.” 

African fanners should, Idris suggested, be supported by re- 
search into high-yielding crops, a diversification of crops grown 
across the continent arid a greater allocation of funds for ag- 
ricultural development 

The Wodd Food Programme argues in its paper for the Rome 
Summit, cm the other hand, that foe Limited introduction of food aid 
in areas “where chronic under-nutrition co-exists with weak mar- 
kets that are characterised by erratic supply and wide price fluctua- 
tions” may not necessarily have a negative impact on foe local ag- 
ricultural market 

In any case, for the chronically undernourished in foe world’s 
least developed countries, as well as the most marginalised in coun- 
tiies going through periods of transition, a menu of self-sufficiency 
development recipes devised by the developed wodd wifi not save 
them from hunger today. 
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* HttBopoUs 

72, Omar fen Khattab St, 
Tefc41 82144-7 


■ fair El HD 

15,KasrEINast., 

Td.*5747991-6 

• Zamatok 

Marriott Hotel 
Tai:3406542/855 


•Tahrir Square 

Nile Hilton Hotel 

TeL5785001-2 

• Mud) 

Puttman Hotel 

Tel 3507817-3780865 


H 
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Bhutto 
in the dock 

-OUSTED Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto will 
face corruption charges that 
may bar her from running for 
political office in foe upcoming 
February elections, her 
successor said. Interim Prime 
Minister Miraj Khalid told 
journalists that Bhutto faced 
“all kinds of charges" and that 
be would appoint a corruption 
committee to investigate 
politicia n s, including Bhutto 
and hex husband. Investment 
Minister AJi Zandari, who has 
been detained. 

President Farooq Leghari 
di sm is s ed Benazir Bhutto on 5 
November, accusing her of 
allowing police hit squads to 
operate, dosing her eyes to 
corruption and tampering with 
the j udicial system. The 
president replaced her with . 
jptalid and scheduled elections 
for 3 February, nearly two 
years before Bhutto’s term was 
due to expire. 

The Bhutto administration 'is 
foe four th government to have 
its term abruptly terminated 
independence. Although 
Pakistanis in general do not 
defend Bhutto's record, they 
question the undemocratic 

methods used to oust her from 
power and dissolve her 

government. The independent 
Human Rights Commission 


of the constitutional provision 
which Bhutto’s 
8 0vwm neni was dissolved. 
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Bypassing 

revolution. 


Yeltsin convalesced after a successful 
heart operation, and angry Russians took 
to the streets to commemorate the 1917 
Revolution and protest appalling socio- 
economic conditions, writes Faiza Rady 


Following bis successful quintuple heart 
bypass surgery an Tuesday 5 November, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin was al- 
ready up and alert on Thursday morning, 
sitting on bis hospital bed and even walk- 
ing around his room. “The president’s 
heart, which a few months ago was work- 
ing to 20 per cent of its capacity, was back 
to normal,'’ wrote die British daily The In- 
dependent . 

Yeltsin's chief medical consultant, Mi- 
chael DeBakey, the US pioneer of heart 
surgery who perf or med the world’s first 
successful bypass in 1964 and advised 
Yeltsin to undergo surgery, predicted that 
he would be a “vigorous" presided and 
could go home to convalesce in two or 
three weeks. DeBakey said that the pres- 
ident was recovering rapidly and would 
soon become a “new man”. Gearing Yelt- 
sin of the notorious alcoholism charges 
that made him the butt of political cartoon- 
ids the world over »nH plagued his re- 
election campaign, DeBakey claimed that 
be had examined the president's fiver and 
found no traces of excessive drinking. 
Commenting on the American surgeon’s 
recent high-profile media exposure in Rus- 
sia, The Independent wrote, “Dr DeBakey 
appears to hove become an unofficial 
Kremlin PR man."' 

Seemingly buoyed by his medical 
team’s much-touted show of confidence, 
Yeltsin did not wait long before regaining 
full control of the presidency. Exactly 23 
hours after relinquishing his executive 
powers to Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, Yeltsin reinstated himself as 
president from his hospital bed in the in- 
tensive care unit of Moscow's prestigious 
Cardiology Research Centre. In reference 
to Yeltsin’s hasty reappearance on the po- 
litical scene. Communist Party leader Gen- 
nady Zyuganov deplored the feet tint “this 
spectacle of [Chernomyrdin] as a one-day 
president has made us a laughing stock in 
the eyes of fee world community." “The 
speed with which [Yeltsin] re-crowned 
himself bears fee finger prin ts of his chief- 
of-staff, Anatoly Chubais,” noted The In- 
dependent, adding feat Chubais had be- 
come immensely inflnwtfiiil during Y elt- 
sm's long disappearance from public life 
and engineered fee temporary transfer of 
power. After the 23-hour interlude, both 
Yeltsin and Chubais regained control of a 
country their opponents say is “as side as 
the president's heart used to be.” 

Intent mi somehow ma in t ainin g a firm 
— if ailing — grip on power, Yeltsin re- 


fused to let a medical commission evaluate 
his fitness to govern and started issuing 
presidential decrees as early as 7 No- 
vember — fee date marking fee 79th an- 
niversary of fee 1917 Revolution. In tine 
wife his t raditional anti-Soviet diatribes, 
Yeltsin tried to lay claim to the day and 
displace its symbolism by changing its of- 
ficial tide from fee Anniversary of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution to the 
Day of Accord and Reconciliation. “We 
are one people. We have one fete, one fu- 
ture. And we are all coming from one 
past,” said Yeltsin in an appeal to fee na- 
tion released by his press service. “It is 
time to close the bode. We have one Rus- 
sia, and we most be united.” “The state- 
controlled television reinforced the thrust 
of the decree wife a heavy-handed dose of 
propaganda on the evening news broad- 
casts,” observed The Washington Post. A 
hastily patched-up “histoncaT com- 
mentary on France, Germany sod Spain 
suggested that revolutions and the social 
upheaval they cause should be relegated to 
a “few handsome monuments". The pa- 
triarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Alexei H, also endorsed Yeltsin’s decree, 
declaring, “This is just what we need right 
now, to bring people together, to bnng 
generations together." But Zyuganov an- 
grily dismissed Yeltsin's token effort at 
national rec onciliati on “It's useless to rec- 
oncile people by decree," he sneered. 

Despite Yeltsin's attempt to “close fee 
book” of Soviet legacy, it appears that this 
particular book will not shut so easily. On 
7 November, hundreds of thousands 
marched throughout Russia — as weD as 
in other countries of the former Soviet Un- 
ion — in commemoration of fee revolu- 
tion. In Moscow, where more than 25,000 
people marched to fee city centre, Zyu- 
ganov accused fee government of im- 
poverishing workers and turning the coun- 
try over to the mafia “ThegfBsent powers 
are a gonising and unabfeuT govern," he 
told the cheering crowds. In the Ukraine, 
thousands marched thro ugh downtown 
Kiev and laid wreaths at the city’s only re- 
maining ptt vmtn p.tiT mat lift of Lenin. 
Ukraine's reformist pro-Western govern- 
ment excluded 7 November from the list 
of public holidays last month, but the com- 
munist-controlled parliament overruled fee 
government and reinstated the holiday. 
And in the Belarussian capital, Minsk, sev- 
eral thousand communists celebrated so- 
cialism in defiance of a city ban. 

Two days earlier, on S November, even 


stronger waves of marches and demonstra- 
tions shook Russia — events generally ig- 
nored by fee media, which focused '™*t~**A 
on the technical details of fee president's 
bypass. Millions of workers took to fee 
streets in response to a call by the Federa- 
tion of Independent Unions fen a one-day 
nationwide general strike to protest the 10 
per cent unemployment level, social ser- 
vice cute, unpaid public sector wages and 
pensions amounting to a total of $8 billion. 

According to the organisers of the ac- 
tion, some 15 million people rallied na- 
tionwide — paralysing traffic and bringing 
life to a virtual standstill in all mriar in- 
dustrial centres. In the hugest and mo6t 
militant labour mobilisation since the 1992 
pro tests over the transition to a market 
economy, rallies were held from Yuzhno- 
Sakhalinsk on the Pacific, to Barnaul in Si- 
beria, Samara on the Volga River and 
Bryansk in western Russia. The Russian 
Coal Workers Union reported that as many 
as 460,00 miners across the country joined 
fee strike. 

“Daily life in Russia has become night- 
marish,” writes Russian sociologist Rya- 
zan! Kapuscinski. Since Yeltsin’s market 
reforms replaced the socialist planned 
economy in 1992, the manufacturing in- 
dustry has been practically wiped ooL Al- 
though the International Monetary Fund 
cried victory when infla tion dropped from 
1,500 percent in 1993 to 200 per cent in 
1995 and a projected 30 per cent this year, 
poverty is ra m pant. Its signs are inscribed 
on the dilapidated apar tme nt buldtngS, OO 
people's drab and worn-out clothes and on 
fife itself. 

The mafia controls the country and “has 
penetrated fee highest levels of govern- 
ment,” mc plarnc Kapuscinski. A recOTt 
case in pomt was when Anatoly Chubais, 
Yeltsin’s top aide, engineered fee appoint- 
ment of a shady entrepreneur and media 
magnate, Boris Berezovsky, to the pow- 
erful Security Council. Berezovsky is a 
man notorious for his shady business deals 
and mafia connections. Even members of 
Chubais’ own party, like deputy Sergei 
Yushenkov, denounced the dubious ap- 
pointment of Berezovsky. “I am «wp 
that people like him are appointed to such 
posts — people whose guilt has never been 
established, but never denied either” Yu- 
shenkov told AFP news agency. At last 
week’s mass demonstrations, a trade un- 
ionist described the rampant political cor- 
ruption in more blatant terms. “We five un- 
der a government of occupation," he sakL 


Quebec, one year on 

Quebec is reeling under the burden of budget woes and ponders a partition plan drawn up 
by Ottawa in case the province secedes, writes Jooneed Khan from Montreal 


Wuat a difference a year makes. On fee 
evening of 30 October 1995, the day be- 
fore Halloween, Quebec Province shook 
Canada with a self-determination ref- 
erendum which nearly pushed the coun- 
try's unity over fee brink: 

Two weeks ago, as children dressed up 
as fittie monsters were doing fee rounds of 
trick-or-treating, Lucien Bouchard, fee 
separatist premier of Quebec, was in a 
downtown Montreal hotel wife 75 busi- 
ness, union and community leaders, trying 
to hammer out a new social contract to 
erase the province's S3.4 bOfion deficit by 
the year 2000. Students walked out of the 
second summit oh tire economy and un- 
employment in eight months after fee gov- 
ernment rejected their demand for a freeze 
on university fees. On fee opening day of 
fee s ummi t, thousands of ""frwiiwii work- 
ers, jobless and students demonstrated on 
the street below, and a small angry group 
even burned an effigy of fee premier. 

Wife Canada’s restless Frendrapeaking 
province reeling from tire social and ec- 
onomic impact of S2.25 billion in cut- 
backs over 1996-97, 12.6 per cent un- 
employment (1 .8 milli on jobless and part- 
time workers), a drop of S355 million in 
tax revenue and a shortfall of $1.7 billion 
in projected private and public investment 
from 1994 to 1996, Quebec’s “national 
question" has been overshadowed tty tire 
“social question". Schools, hospitals, local 
governments, people on welfare, women 
fighting for pay equity and university stu- 
dents burdened wife heavy loans are all 
saying they cannot absorb any more cut- 
backs. Deficit reduction is good for Que- 
bec’s credit rating on the money markets, 
say happy business leaders; but it is in- 
creasing poverty, union and community 
leaders shoot back. 

The need to tone down deficit reduction 
and start fighting poverty has found a 
powerful voice in former Premier Jacques 
Parizeau, fee economist who led tire separ- 
atist forces to a slim defeat in last year's 
referendum. “We cut; expected revalues 
fall We cut again; they fell again. I be- 
lieve that by taking on too much, w e af- 
fect fee health of the economy,” be wrote 
in an article entitled “Who Are We? 
Where Are We Going” and published on 
fee anniversary of tire referendum in tire 
small but influential Montreal French dai- 
ly Le Devoir. “We most take ca re not to 
hurt ourselves or our cause or remove 
hope from those whose future depends on 
it," he added 

Paxizeau, who resigned as premier last 
January, *l«i takes bis successor Locien 
Bou char d to task on the “na ti onal ques- 
tion". ‘The government now talks only 
rarely of Quebec sovereignty [which] con- 
tinues to be attacked but a not defended, 
[and so] popular support is fa ll in g i n the 
polls," he wrote; Indeed, three different 
polls conducted last month showed feder- 
alists leading separatists by between three 
and 10 points. But tire pollsters pointed 
out feat Quebec’s population of seven mil- 
lion (83 per cent of who m are Fran- 
cophones! is not necessa ri ly warming up 
lo Canada; it is rather becoming cooler 

about Premier Bouchard’s deficit-fighting 

agenda. , 

Noting that Bouchard “wants to make 
peace with Anglophones, especially An- 
glophone business people,” Parizeau 

writes. T myself tried too often-- Last 
year’s referendum greatly clarified mat 


ters: 61 per cent of Francophones voted 
“yes”. It isn’t unanimous, but in a de- 
mocracy one must be wary of unanimity... 
As for fee 17 per cent of non- 
Fiancopbones, nearly everyone voted 
“no”... It’s entirely understandable: they 
prefer to remain a part of the Canadian 
majority rather than become a minority in 
Qudiec." 

This Anglophone minority has become 
more vocal and radical over the past year. 
Taking his cue from Stephane Dion, fee 
new federal intergovernmental affair s min- 
ister, whose credo is Tf Canada is divis- 
ible, so is Quebec,” Howard Galganov, a 
small businessman and former Jewish De- 
fence League activist, has emerged as fee 
champion of Quebec Anglophones frus- 
trated by the apparent federal pow- 
edessness in fee face of provincial laws 
favouring French. This is much to the de- 
light of Canada’s F.ngtish media, which re- 
jects Ottawa’s Plan A, aimed at getting the 
other provinces to grant Quebec a veto on 
future constitutional change and a “dis- 
tinct society” clause recognising its Fran- 
cophone character (French language. 
Catholic religion and civil code). 

The partition of Quebec in the event of a 
referendum-based unilater al declaration of 
independence (UDI) is being tailed Can- 
ada’s Plan B and is aimed at scaring the 
separatists — although it is the Fran- 
cophone federalists who are getting ner- 
vous. It would allow areas of the province 
voting "no" in a future referendum — this 
would include the west of the island of 
Montreal, and native Amerindian and In- 
tuit “homelands” — to separate from Que- 
bec and remain Canadian. Plan B also 
rails for lmrirrminTncr any future UDI by 
asking the Supreme Court to rule on 
whether fee results of a Quebec ref- 
erendum can override fee PanaHian con- 
stitution and charter of ri ghts, a step al- 
ready initiated by an ex -separatist lawyer 
and which is now backed by fee federal 
government. It is thought that a good 
many of those who voted “yes” in last 
year’s referendum did so to press for 
change within Canada rather that to back 
secession. 

Moderate Quebec Anglophones, who 
are the majority within the community, 
have been dubbed fee “lamb lobby” ami 
shunted aside. A prominent symbol of this 
lobby, Joan Fraser, was squeezed out as 
editor-in-chief of the Montreal Gazette af- 
ter it was taken over by Conrad Black, 
whose Holfinger Group owns fee Je- 
rusalem Post and the London Telegraph. 
The Francophone Daniel Johnson, leader 
of fee Quebec opposition Liberal Party, is 
under attack from the “partitionists”: 
though a federalist, he favours “distinct 
society” status for Quebec. 

Quebec society is in a process of “soft 
Irelantfisation”, dividing along ethnic 
lines, two Francophone sociology pro- 
fessors warned last week in an op-ed piece 
in Le Devoir. An economist colleague of 
theirs writing in a separate publication 
wanted against big business pressure cm 
fee government to adopt the US-style neo- 
liberal ideology now sweeping fee globe. 
"Basing themselves on fee dominant re- 
ductionist economic discourse, in winch 
fee human being is merely an instrument 
for economic growth, fee bosses* lobby 
wants to subtract a billion dollars from fee 
taxes on salaries and capital," he said. 

Others talk of a more ominous polarisa- 


tion. Galganov predicts “civil war” if 
Quebec opts for a UDL He travelled to 
New York City in June on 8 much pub- 
licised mission to “warn" Wall Street 
bankers and investors about the risks of 
doing business in Quebec. The trip was a 
flop; only one businessman showed up and 
be was lacked out far talking to fee media. 
But Galganov managed to catch fee ear of 
a minor US congressman, Tom Campbell 
of California, who arranged a House of 
Representatives committee hearing on the 
implications for fee US of a possible 
break-up of Canada. Among fee par- 
ticipants were Congressman Dan Burton, 
co-author of the Hehns-Burtcm Bill on 
Cute which aims to subject foreign coun- 
tries to US legislation, and Canadian af- 
fairs specialists from US think-tanks, one 
of whom, Charles Doran, wrote an article 
in fee September-October 1996 issue of 
Foreign Affairs magazine ex aminin g vari- 
ous scenarios in the event of a “BaBoro- 
isation" of Canada. 

Reacting to Galganov, Jacques Ville- 
neuve, a convicted terrorist of fee fanner 
Quebec Liberation Front, which placed 
bombs in mailboxes in the wealthy Eng- 
lish Montreal suburb of Westmonnt in fee 
1960s and kidnapped a British diplomat 
and killed a Quebec cabinet minister in 
1970, talked of coming “bombs and Mol- 
otov cocktails between federalists and sep- 
aratists”. He also denounced Jews for their 
“inexplicable hostility towards Quebec 
sovereignty.” To confuse matters further, 
the Toronto-based New World Order In- 
telligence Update accuses David Rocke- 
feller's Council for the Americas and Tri- 
lateral Commission of ^planning fee 
break-up of Canada” to suit their agenda 
of a “continental union” which would 
hand over Canada’s “multi-trillion dollar 
storehouse of raw materials, minerals, nat- 
ural resources and fresh water to the glob- 
alist elite for nothing." 

As Quebec heads into its sobering polar 
winter, however. Premier Bouchard can be 
pleased feat bis summit on the economy 
and unemployment ended cm an upbeat 
note, wife a consensus of sorts among the 
participants: a blueprint to generate $2.6 
milli on in new investment (52.1 milli on in 
private funds), create 76,900 new jobs 
over fee next three years (in part through 
job-sharing), bring the provincial jobless 
rate closer to the national average of nine 
per cent, provide financial support for 
ramifies (though this depends on nego- 
tiations with Ottawa), and generate a $250 
milli on anti-poverty fund over three years 
through a new S1-S2 lax on weekly pay 
cheques. Deficit redaction remains par- 
amount, but the government promises not 
to cut welfare payments to the poorest 20 
per cenL 

On 31 October, French and English writ- 
ers from Quebec held an unprecedented bi- 
lingual cultural evening in a downtown 
Montreal bar to celebrate the city’s 
uniqueness and counter Plan B by break- 
ing the nasty partem of efeno-linguistic 
polarisation. A most welcome initiative no 
doubt, but one which won’t stop budget 
cuts nor dislodge the deficit-fighimg prior- 
ity nor indeed put to rest Quebec’s “na- 
tional question”. 

The writer is the senior international ed- 
itor of the Montreal-based La Presse. 

Edited by Gama I Nkrumah 
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Helnan International Hotels Thanks 
Dr. Kamal El Ganzouri Egyptian prime minister 
Mr. Mamdouh El Beltagui tourism minister 
all ministers as well as 
Mr. Mamdouh El Zoheiri Governor of South S inai 
Nnan PalKtine Uni»l for their visit. 
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Helnen International Hotels in Egypt 
contributed to reviving tourism by managing 
the following projects since President 
Mubarak took office. 


City Club Restaurants 
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Helna Dahab Hotel 
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Helnan Marina Sharm Hotel 
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Helnan Royal Beach Hotel 


A Helnan Palestine Hotel IOl 111611 VlSll. 
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A Helnan Sbepheard Hotel 

^ Helna Dahab Hotel 
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^ Helnan Resina Hotel Helnan Marina Sharm Hotel Helnan Royal Beach Hotel 
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^ Central Administrauon Helnan Tab a Hotel 

A Heliopolis 

i 

A 
A 
A 

£ Enan Galaly 

£ Founder of company and board chairman, 

A managers and all staff wish President Mubarak and the 
A Egyptian government all success in their endeavour to boost 
* development. We thank God who crowned with success our 
A efforts to gain a remarkable foothold in four continents of 
A the world 

A Helnan Hotels Central Reservation 

Helnan Shepheard Hotel - Garden City- Cairo- Tel: 3553800 Fax: 3557284 
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Helnan Taba Hotel 
(under coo amotion i 


CUff- Top Hotel 
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Get AIPAC out of the White House 

As Clinton launches his second and final term in office with 
a few con grat ulatory handshakes and nods to such movers 
and shakers, as the American-Israeli Political Action Com- 
mittee (AIPAC), who made his re-election possible, it may 
also be a good idea to shake hands with til e long-stalled 


peace process. 

Contiary to what he may like to believe as true, resolving 
the Hebron dispute is not necessarily the key to successfully 
concluding the peace process. Hebron is not merely a trou- 
blesome hurdle that must be overcome. It is a key indicator 
of the fundamental mistrust and intransigence that has 
plagued the brokering of peace in tins region from the out- 
set 

Of tins, Clinton should take careful notice if his second 

term in office is to be mare productive titan his first As 
such, AIPAC should not be allowed to speak for the US, or 
for the other participants in peace. In other words, the last 
thing that the Middle East peace process needs is another 
hand of Zionist zealots undemnning any past, present or fu- 
ture agreements. 

To successfully conclude the peace process on terms 
a gr eeable to any and all parties involved, a large measure of 
understanding, co mpro mise, cooperation and dedication is 
required. This means that if the Netanyahu administration is 
unwilling, or does not see fit, to build a lasting and com- 
prehensive peace cm the groundwork already laid crut, then 
as a key partner in peace, Clinton must intervene. However, 
standing in the way of this mediation is a problematic par- 
adox: How can he appear to be sympathetic to the Ne- 
tanyahu administration without app e arin g to be a closet AI- 
PAC member. 

The answer, sadly, is that he cannot For the Arabs, the 
implications, therefore, are obvious. They must depend on 
one another; stand firm, unite d and committed to their goals 
and values. 
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A time of openness 


"The tough decisions government" is an expres- 
sion that could aptly describe the former govern- 
ment of Atef Sidql what with the ministerial re- 
shuffling required by the economic reform pro 
gnmwnc. it is only fair, then, to dob the current 
government of Kamal H-Ganzouri “foe govern- 
ment of mitigation" in tight of its efforts to allevi- 
ate the side effects of die bitter piU of reform. 
Now that the prime mMinistier has seta rew tradi- 
tion of meeting regularly with the editors-in-chief 
of the country s newspapers and the leaden and 
representatives of the opposition parties, it is also 
possible to describe his government as “the gov- 
ernment of understanding”, in view of its concern 
for monitoring Egyptian public opinion. 

Since El-Ganzouri’s government assumed the 
charge entrusted to it by President Hosrri Mu- 
barak, it has implemented a policy of rec- 
onciliation with those sectors of the public which, 
have sustained die hardens of econ o mic reform 
during recent years. Making things easier for 
Egyptians in all domains has become the watch- 
word of the day. The government has committed 
itself to this goal due to its conviction that Egyp- 
tian eHiaens have fulfilled all their duties in help- 
ing die country’s economic reform programme 
gain a solid footing, and due to its belief that now 
is the time to recast the image the Egyptian public 
has formed, rightly or wrongly, of economic re- 
form. This image is of a government that treats 
the citizen solely as a source of revenue for the 
public treasury, whether or not the services the 
government provides are proportionate to this 
revenue. 

Now, just as die government can claim its due 
from the people, individuals can easily claim 
their rightful H»ie from the government if it trans- 
pires that taxes were collected in an un- 
constitutional manner, or if the services they re- 
ceive are not commensurate to the taxes they pay. 

Within only a few months of taking office, B- 
fl a n T n n r i im plem ented several important meas- 
ures designed to ease the onus on the public and 
to offer restitution where necessary. His govern- 
ment restored all the revenues collected from 
Egyptians working abroad. These claims were re- 


The prime minister has 
done much to change the 
image of the government in 
the minds of the people, 

writes Ibrahim 
Nafie . The perception of 
the state as an "oppressive 
tax collector* has no place 
in the new, candid 
atmosphere 



non that gives rise to raramre. As 

long as we have the means ofpraCticmgCMrpro^ 
‘Son with integrity, of 

rank should not complain when questioned ea- 
gerly by the press: ours is a 
aety — to keep public opinion abreast of what is 

happening in tbs country. , , , 

Many members of our profession have already 
observed a significant change 


access to information and press offices have 
been established in every ministry and ra^or 

government organisation. The wave of t^ mfo us 
reporting based on uncertified information which 
had beset the opposition press has also ebbed. 


funded in instalments over three successive 
years, in accordance with the ruling issued by foe 
Supreme Constitutional Court and in affirmation 
of the government’s commitment to the rule of 
law and its reverence for the verdicts of the na- 
tion’s courts. 

The government has further abided by its 
pledge not to impose or raise taxes unless such 
measures folly comply with constitutional rul- 
ings, to immediately restore any moneys that 
have been collected in contravention of the law, 
and to penalise officials responsible for breaches. 


TivWri the government has undertaken a com- 
prehensive restructuring of the taxation system, 
touching virtually every vital domain and cov- 
ering an enormous riistawr* in restoring die pub- 
lic’s confidence in government integrity and eq- 
uity. Of course, it can do much more to 
consolidate this trust and channel it toward what 
should be every government’s aspiration: to in- 
still die firm conviction that people are being 
treated fairly and, in turn, to inspire a sense of in- 
itiative and dedication in the service of society 
and the nation. But the directives the political 
leadership gave to the government of Kamal El- 


Ganzouri represent a sincere attempt to live up to 
tbe correct concept of government: to serve the 
people and to achieve social justice. 

The go v e rnm ent’s con c ern for checking the 
pulse of popular opinion is one way of achieving 
these aspirations. In this respect, El-Ganzouri has 
been following the lead of President Mubarak, 
who, throughout ids presidency, has met frequent- 
ly and regularly with journalists, writers and po- 
litical party representatives in order to exchange 
views and to respond to their questions with 
frankness and sincerity. The wisdom of this dem- 
ocratic has inspired El- Ganzo uri to i nitiate 
a series of meetings with leaders from tbe opposi- 
tion parties, writers and tbe editors-in-chief of tbe 
press, with the aim of maintaining open channels 
of discussion with tbe representatives of public 
opinion. 

The new, candid atmosphere encouraged by the 
prime minister is particularly essential during tins 
phase, marked by the formulation of a new press 
law. Those on the drafting committee are keen to 
ensure this law affirms the right of journalists 

to have access to the primary sources of in- 
formation. Only then can we avoid the specula- 


President Mubarak remains the model tor the 
standards of openness to which both the pros 
and government organisations should aspire. His 
preference for frankness stems from the firm 
conviction that dissimulation only leads to m- 
mour-mongermg, suspicion and baseless ac- 
rimony. 

I was delighted, therefore, to see El-Ganzoun 
in foe vein. Tbe prime minister, after 

all, is a statesman rather than a technician or ad- 
ministrator. He must meet with the people and 
remain constantly receptive to public opinion as - 
be transmits his government's policies. He m u st 
respond to accusations and different points of 
view w it h reasoned argument substantiated by 
feet These characteristics are embodied in the 
spirit of national understanding which the gov- 
ernment of Kamal El-Ganzouri has come to rep- 
resent. 

There may be some differences of opmicai be- 
tween tbe government and the opposition over a 
few important issues, but tbe atmosphere on the 
whole has laid the foundations for dialogue and 
joint participation in the quest for common 
ground. In this spirit, we urge El-Ganzouri’s 
government to scrupulously follow up an the ac- 
tions it has taken, in order to ensure that they are 
fully and precisely implemented, and to leave no 
openings for government employees to obstruct 
the achievement of its higher aspirations. 


Between Netanyahu and history 

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed questions whether President Clinton can use his sec- 
ond term to carve himself a place in posterity as the man who challenged Ne- 
tanyahu and achieved a breakthrough towards permanent peace in the Middle East 


Following Franklin Roosevelt’s election to a 
third term during the exceptional conditions of 
World Warll, it was decided that from then on 
an incumbent American president could run for 
only one further term, that is, serve a maximum 
of two terms. Thus freed from the need to cur- 
ry favour with various pressure groups to im- 
prove his chances at the polls, a second-term 
president can concentrate on e arnin g himself 
an honourable mention in the history books by 
bringing off a difficult feat successfully. 

Haunted by Whitewater and other wandaic 
which were a central issue in his Republican 
rival’s election campaign. President Clinton is 
particularly in ter ested in having his name 
linicipd to sane outstanding historical ac- 
complishment during his "second term. Al- 
though when be first ran fbr president foreign 
policy was not one of his priorities, he quickly 
learned that i for an American president, de- 
voting considerable time and effort to crises 
situations abroad is unavoidable. 

Soon after taking office, Clinton found him- 
self involved in trying to solve many such cri- 
ses. Of these, the Arab-Israeli conflict ac- 
quired particuku importance because of the 
political returns it yielded, both domestically 
and internationally. Hence Clinton’s keenness 
on having both foe Israeli/Palestinian Oslo Ac- 
cord and foe Israeli/Jordanian peace treaty 
signed under his sponsorship on foe White 
House lawn. Hence too his insistence that the 
Cairo Economic Conference be held on sched- 
ule, in a clear signal, at foe most critical mo- 
ment of foe US presidential elections, that the 
Middle East peace process is still alive despite 
Netanyahu’s systematic obstruction of the bi- 
lateral track. 

There is no reason to suppose that foe peace 
process will not continue to figure just as 
prominently on foe agenda of Clmtoo’s second 
term. How successful he can be in using it to 
mate political capital will depend to a very 
great extent on his ability to develop a better 


working relationship with tbe Israeli prime 
minister. For Netanyahu cannot forget that 
Clinton backed his Labour rival in the last Is- 
raeli general elections and that adding insult 
to injury, he called on aS the Arab states at- 
tending the Shann-El- Sheikh summit to sup- 
port Peres against him. This could explain 
why Netanyahu ignored. Clinton’s call for an 
implementation of the Hebron redeployment 
agreement before the US presidential elec- 
tions. But now, hairing accidents, foe two 
men are die decision-makers in their re spec ti ve 
countries until tbe end of the century. 

On foe basic issues, Clinton had good rea- 
sons to prefer Rabin and Perea to Netanyahu. 
By giving foe impres sion that the peace pro- 
cess was moving forward despite the vi- 
cissitudes on the way, the Labour Party team 
responded to the American strategic imper- 
ative of not allowing its concern over ensuring 
Israel’s security and survival to clash with its 
interest in ensuring foe stability of Gulf oiL 
Conversely, Netanyahu’s uncompromising at- 
titude on Israel’s security which, in his view, 
takes precedence over foe issue of peace, is 
bound tp destabilise the peace process and ex- 
pose foe oil region to convulsions. 

Another argument Clinton can raise is that 
by refusing to comply with foe ‘land-for- 
peace’ principle, Netanyahu is not only em- 
barrassing the US administration but violating 
Security Council Resolution 242, the very cor- 
nerstone of foe US-sponsored Madrid peace 
process. Armed with such arguments, Clinton 
can insist that, regardless of how Netanyahu 
feels, the current Israeli government must hon- 
our tbe commitments previously assumed by 
the Israeli state. In this logic, there is no jus- 
tification whatsoever for Netanyahu not to im- 
plement Israel's agreement on the re- 
deployment of Israeli forces in Hebron. 

The question is, however, whether Clinton is 
pr e pare d to bring pressure to bear on Israel. 
Although in his current and final term in office 


he is theoretically immune to pressure groups, 
including the Jewish lobby, mattera are not 
that simple. For example, die next Democratic 
candidate for Clinton’s seat is almost certain to 
be Vice-President AJ Gore, who is known to 
be even more pro-Israeli than Clinton. If for 
no other reason, Clinton cannot be totally im- 
mune to pressure from die Jewish lobby. 

Moreover, Clinton’s personal convictions on 
specific issues are identical to those of foe Is- 
raelis, and are bound to place him on a colli- 
sion course with foe Arabs during the critical 
final stage of the negotiations. To begin with, 
there is die emotionally-charged issue of Je- 
rusalem, which symbolises foe spiritual dimen- 
sion of the conflict Clinton believes the Holy 
City should be Israel’s capital, however shaky 
the legal arguments on which that belief is 
based Although he opposed the resolution 
passed by Congress last year to transfer tbe US 
Embassy in Israel from Tell. Aviv to Je- 
rusalem, it was not an opposition to die prin- 
ciple of relocation, but to die timing, which vi- 
olated the provisions of foe Oslo Accords 
ruling that die status of Jerusalem would be ad- 
dressed during die final phase of tbe nego- 
tiations. 

The other issue on which Clinton is unlikely 
to accept any compromise is that of Isael’s 
nuclear arsenal, which has so far been kept to- 
tally outside the negotiation process. Without 
declaring it openly, Washington, like many 
other Western capitals, believes Israel has a 
‘moral* right to possess the ultimate weapon, 
on the grounds that it is foe only state on earth 
whose very right to exist is called into ques- 
tion. With Clinton’s position on two of tbe 
main points of contention between Arabs and 
Israelis virtually indistinguishable from that of 
the Israeli government, it is highly ques- 
tionable that he can go down in posterity as the 
man who succeeded in achieving a historical 
breakthrough towards permanent peace and 
stability in foe Middle East 


On ethics 

By Naguib Mahfouz 



1 firmly believe that ethics, at both 
foe individual and societal levels, 
are of foe greatest importance, 
since morals are the basis of good 
forth and successful social inter- 
course. Those living in a society 
which cares for ethical values 
such as generosity, a sense ofhon- 
our and truthfulness, feel secure 
and safe. But if one finds ooeseif among people 
who do not consider ethical oondnet important, 
one has no c onfidenc e in anyone, and feels un- 
able to have arty dealings without witnesses and 
dooimenta, because nobody is to be busted. 

No society can exist without an ethical base. 
When contaminated food is unloaded onto tire 
market, or when buildings collapse, we have 
proof of deteriorating moral values in society. 
We may think transactions are based on laws 
and regulations, but these are merely devices 
for putting ethics into legal terminology. In the 
last analysis, transactions are based on ethics. 

People in many eras have looked back with 
nostalgia to a more moral past It is natural for 
people to feel this way, but it is in fort more a re- 
flection of the difficulties they have in dealing 
with their present reality, than a realistic in- 
dication of society's decline. It is interesting to 
note that some Ancient Egyptian papyri were 
found to contain personal letters in which the 
writer complained about the deteriorating mo- 
rality in his era, compared to that of previous 
generations. After all, the past Is the recollec- 
tions of our forebears, and we tend not to re- 
member the pettiness, the dishonest trans- 
actions, but only recall the good and the 
wonderful things that wiU not be a burden to us. 

We must not, however, forget the economic 
factor. In moments of economic crisis the pres- 
sure on morality is much greater than in times 
of plenty. Dire economic straits are a great test 
of morality, and man is, after all like a day — 
half is in daylight and half is kept in the dark. 
People generally show one side and hide the 
other. When circumstances change, the other 
side appears. 


Based on an interview by Mohamed Salmawy. 


'76*. PteM-l/Ud TOeeA Conference challenges 


Al-Mussawars “Although foe economic co nferen ce 
will centre mainly on economic cooperation, following the 
advice of several delegations calling for ‘a tot of economy, 
and little politics’, its results and the poor harvest that the Is- 
raeli delegation may reap could be a form of pressure on 
Netanyahu’s government, whose policies on peace raider 
investment in Israel aririty gamble.” 

(Makram Mohamed Ahmed, 8 November) 

APAhalte “It is not a question of whether foe econo mi c 
conference should be held an time or postponed but one of 
how the antagonists should approach peace in tbe region. 
Should it be through the economic door or the political one? 
They have differed over this and h is unlikely that they 
should meet unless one ride covers its eyes and enters 
through tbe wrong door!” 

(AmmHoweidi, 6 November) 

Al-Arabfc “They want an alliance of businessmen to 
dominate and rule, an alliance of the left to talk and chatter 
and a mflitary alliance to guarantee security and stability: 
Israel’s security, and US economic stability (as well as Eu- 
ropean). To confront this we must uphold the total Arab 
boycott of Isael and realise ftat normalisation under these 
conditions means total surrender — acceptance fog* our 
land has been lost and Jerusalem annexed: a surrender to Is- 
raeli supremacy.” 

(GakdAref, 11 November) 

Af-Wafcb "What win happen at foe economic confer- 
ence win be a struggle between political forces, even if the 
mantle' is economic. Thus the discussions should 
die political and economic independence of foe nations of 
tbe region and not of only one well-known state. This is not 
a pessimistic view but we must uphold our interests first 
and foremost.” 

(Abbas EI-Tarabm, 11 November) 

Octobers The Egyptian Chambers of Commerce Fed- 
eration has decided to boycott foe economic conference due 
to Israeli participation despite its bong held on Egyptian 
soil and at Egypt’s invitation. It is clear that foe federation is 
fighting foe wrong battle on the wrong sofl. We should all 
stood as one man made foe con fe rence whose particip ant s 
bold the keys to the world’s economies and will decide in a 
matter ofboure who is tbe ‘daA horse’ to lead tbe region ec- 
onomKHlIy. I believe that we are totally capable of carrying 
out that role after the acclaim we have received both poht- 
fealty and economically." 

(Mohsen Hussein, 10 November) 


Al-Gomhuria: “Israeli intransigence in denying le- 
gitimate Arab rights destroys the confidence that has 
been achieved rad makes economic cooperation be- 
tween the relevant sides in the peace process very doubt- 
ful— Therefore, wc arc confident that those attending the 
economic conference will do their utmost to push the 
peace process forward, particularly since many of the 
partici patin g nations have reaffirmed that the free de- 
bating atmosphere of foe conference will be beneficial in 
boosting tire peace process.” 

(Editorial, 10 November) 

Al-Ahram: “This conference should be a resounding 
Arab success in supp r e ss i n g signs of ‘Neo-Nazism* in 
Israel. Many observers believe this is possible if tbe Ar- 
abs and their friends agree to be the main force enabling 
the conference to achieve results which will break tbe 
fetters shackling foe peace process.” 

( ZnkariaNetl, 9 November) 

Akhbar Al-Yom: “Israel’s participation in foe 
con fe rence and foe lack of confidence of other delega- 
tions in cooperating with it will convince the Israeli pub- 
lic that Netanyahu’s anti-peace policies have had an ad- 
verse effect on the Israeli economy... I am, therefore, 
amazed at those who vehemently oppose Israel’s par- 
ticipation in the conference and who even oppose hold- 
ing foe conference in Carrol” 

( Ibrahim Saeda, 9 November) 

Al-Shaab: “How can anyone say that the economic 
conference is not a political one? Despite its name, this 
is first and foremost a political conference. Can foe lift- 
ing of die boycott against Israel be anything but polit- 
ical? And can opening the doors of cooperation with it 
be anything but political? ” 

(Adel Hussein, 8 November) 

Al-Ahram: “The economic conference is our op- 
portunity to present a new image of Egypt to the world 
— our new laws, our incentives to investors, etc. It is an 
opportunity to attract investments. There is a battle over 
investments the world over and we, with our economic 
reforms, should not let foe opportunity slip from our 
hands There should be agreements to implement pro- 
jects in Egypt bearing in mmd that conditions are perfect 

Compiled by Hat* Saqr 



Benazir Bhutto’s Is the face of a woman who insists m -- - . 

the face of adversity. Her fe a ture s are delicate, but thk'fcSS? £ 
belied by the steady gaze of her 
one hand raised, trio fingers poised in a 

which underlines the determination of her expression. resolutene * 
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The Arabs are forever ex- 
pecting change to come 
from other nations, other 
people. They seem to expect 
the new Clinton administra- 
tion to come up with new 
policies designed to bring 
pressure to bear an the Ne- 
tanyahu government, oblig- 
ing it to follow the straight 
path trod by Petes, which 
the Arabs thought would 
lead to a true peace with Is- 
rael. 

Most European observers, 
however, consider that the 
new A merican administra- 
tion's policies win not fulfil 
these Arab hopes. Rather , 
they believe dial the n ra r g i" 
of change the new ad- 
ministration can opt for in 
Clinton’s second term is 
voy slight indeed. This de- 
spite the fact that Clinton no 
longer needs to bow to the 
pressure groups he had been 
obliged to satisfy during his 
electoral campaign because 
he is forbidden by law from 
running for a third pres- 
idential term. But the electo- 
ral results in Congress and 
the Senate, assuring a Re- 
publican majority in both 
houses, will force Clinton to 
tread a middle path, and 
means be wiD have to be 
open to middle-of-the-road 
solutions that are acceptable 
to the Republican majority. 

This applies not only to 
domestic, economic and so- 
cial policy, but to foreign 
policy as well Clinton wtO 
be obliged to maintain pol- 
icies which have failed dis- 
mally, beginning with the 
Middle East and the Irish 
problem, and extending to 
US-European relations, in 
which numerous rows have 
broken out, threatening US 
claims to world leadership. 

Despite the fact that for- 
eign affaire played little part 
in the electoral campaign or 
in Clinton's victory, the 
campaign nevertheless had a 
negative effect on most for- 
eign affairs issues, and on 
America's - hnage to die 
world. The American ad- 
ministration stopped pur- ; 
suing any action that might 
assist the Middle East peace 
process, and settled for 
merely hoping that it would 
cany on, overcoming its 
own inertia. 

European observers do not 
feel that Clinton’s re- 
election will do much to in- 
crease American ability to 
change the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment's negative stood. 
The Jerusalem Post de- 
clared that, of aD the US 
presidents, Clinton had been 
Israel’s greatest friend. 

The US's inability to be a 
real force for change is be- 
hind the European Union’s 
feverish efforts to play a 
bigger role in the Middle 
East, and in a number of ! 
other issues that effect di- 
rectly their interests — in 
the Balkans, in Russia, in 
expanding NATO, in the 
United Nations and in the 
bloody ethnic conflicts in 
Africa. In aD these issues 
there are divergences be- 
tween the US and Europe, 
which Europe tries to 
smooth out within the 
framework of the Western 
alliance, while avoiding a 
be3d-on collision with the 
United Stales. 

With the approach of the 
year 2000 and die EU’s de- 
termination to complete die 
trappings of European unity, 
including the cre a tion of a 
single European currency, 
there are more reasons for 
European- American tension 
in numerous economic and 
political spheres. The be- 
ginnings of tension appeared 
with the divergent positions 
in dealing with countries 
such as Cuba, Iran and Lib- 
ya, with Iraq to a certain ex- 
tent, and in taking advantage 
of S in o- American differ- 
ences. 

As regards the Arab 
world, the real issue is the 
wav to cope with these var- 
iables: not by cheering, ap- 
plauding or inciting, but 
rather by formulating pol- 
icies that are flexible enough 
to with all the parties 
concerned, and to profit 
from the constant differ- 
ences in interests and ob- 
jectives. The apparent weak 
spot at present is that — 
with the possible exception 
of Egypt — the Arab na- 
tions cannot take full ad- 
vantage of an international 
situation that resembles 
quicksand, and continue to 
stick to their fixed policies, 
which cannot cope with die 
rapid changes affecting in- 
ternational situations. 

Changes which, as we have 
seen, have altered the direc- 
tion of the peace process 
from one day to the next sad 
throws many Arab countries 
into greater confusion than 
ever before. 
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MENA’s winners and losers 

Participants in the MENA m Cairo economic conference will cal- 
culate their success by the number and value of the deals to emerge 
from the conference. So it is no surprise to l™™ that Netanyahu 
told the Isaeli delegation to “go and win". 

With so much at stake in the economic arena, h is no wonder 

that 35 international organisations and agencies are attending 
MENA W, and that companies have sent delegates at the highest 
leveL This mode of thought also permeated the Egyptian business- 
men taking part in the conference. With 500 members, host nation 
Egypt has the largest delegation; they have suggested a king list of 
more than 200 investment projects, amounting to around $32 billion. 

The size of the Egyptian presence leads one to think dial perhaps 
the most important consequence of the conference wiD be political, 
albeit with an economic impact. The conference has dealt a severe 
blow to the Israel's long-promoted image of itself as the c entre and 
pivot of regional economic cooperation. Using this motto, Israel 
has attempted to persuade investors and international companies 
that no regional cooperation can take place without its contribution. 
The conference Has made it clear that such cooperation can take 
place without Israel, because her contribution is conditional with 
progress achieved in the peace process, and, in the current situa- 
tion. that progress depends entirely oa Israel 

Egypt should be given credit for proving that 
Israel's image of itself is wrong. Tbe list of 
Egyptian projects proposed at tbe conference 
does not include any regional projects in- 
volving Israel even though tbe Egyptian gov- 
ernment has not discounted the possibility of 
implementing such projects in future. 

Israeli businessmen did succeed in con- 
cluding a few deals, in accordance with Ne- 
tanyahu’s advice, but I do not believe that Is- 
rael derived as much benefit from the 
conference as it did from the two previous 
MENA gatherings, Egypt, it seems, has been 
the winner at MENA 111. 

This week s soapbox speaker is deputy ed- 
itor-in-chief of Al-Musawar magazine 
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The paradox of MENA 

A regional free trade agreement, writes Mahmoud Abdel-Fadil, amounts, at this stage, to 
an Israeli bid for regional hegemony. First things first: Arab cooperation is not an impossibility 


Globalisation and regionahsation con s titu te the two cen- 
tral tendencies governing the world economy today. 
These two phenomena constitute a dual challeng e for firms 
and gove rnm ents in developing countries, raising as they 
do the spectre of a more rapid decline in national economic 
policy autonom y . According to Charles O man of die 
OECD, regional arrangements and pacts could be die out- 
come of one of two processes. 

The first of these could be a political process — mother 
words, a de jure process driven by political forces and lead- 
ing to de jure regional a r range ments among governments. 

The second could be a de facto economic process, driven 
by nricroecanoimc farces that tend to promote a gradual de 
facto regional integration via the strategies and behaviour 
of firms and other economic agents, even in tbe absence of 
de jure regional institutions. 

Ultimately, a process of de facto regkmalisation wiD be 
ac c om p anied, as rtwny mature, by de jure regional ar- 
rangements. The problem in the Middle East remains: 
winch comes first? Here itis a matter of “political feasibil- 
ity", ratber &an pore “economic feasibility.” In Asia, for 
instance, the move towards greater regional integration re- 
mains largely a de facto process. Leading Asian econ- 
omists like Ippei Yamazawa argue that differences in lev- 
els of development, in stages of industrialisation and in 
resource endowments militate against integration along 
the lines of the EEC modeL 

At the heart of the intellectual debate in the Arab region 
today is the advisability of regional and subregional ar- 
rangements involving Israel in a post-peace settlement era, 
notably a Middle Eastern Free Trade Area. 

While many Israelis are ready to trade land fin- peace, the 
content and contours of such a “peace" seem to be tailored 
to suit a sort of “economic Zionism" or “high-tech Zion- 
ism", constituting a major departure f rom die old siege men- 
tality. Shimon Peres, Israel’s ex-prime minister and a lead- 
ing strategic drinker, has spoken in his famous book. The 
New Middle East (1993), of a new regional system in which 

Israel nri gfrt become the cn m n i e i ci al and fi n an c ia l capj^l 

While there is a good deal of optimism in Western writ- 
ings and reporting about the prospects of “peace econom- 
ics” and the substantial economic gams associated with the 
new peace dividend, not all Arabs look to the horizon with 
such ardent optimism. • 

Tbe familiar formula of “fusing Israel’s sophisticated 
technology with high-quality Arab labour" conceals die fu- 
ture dynamics of restructuring tbe division of labour with- 
in the region for the benefit of the Israeli economy. A Har- 
vard study, entitled “Securing Peace in the Middle East 
Project on Economic Transition" (1993), did not conceal 
this fact, as it admitted that establishing a “free trade area” 
in the region for goods, services and capital will open up 
enormous opportunities for Israel. A “nee trade area," h 
said, “will not only eliminate tbe old Arab boycott but al- 
low the Palestinian entity and Jordan to become Israel’s ec- 
onomic doorway to the Arab world, just as Hong Kong is 
the doorway to mainland China." 

Fortunately, Professor Stanley Fisher (formerly of tbe 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology) sees “no realistic 
prospects of Middle East-wide regional integration on ei- 
ther the NAFTA or EC models in the near future." He only 
envisages more limited moves towards economic coop- 
eration in functional areas soch as water management, and 
agreements on regional infrastructure that will facilitate 
trade in the region. 

It seems quite clear that tbe model of regional coop- 
eration and integration among EEC countries cannot be 
easily transposed to (or imitated in) the Middle East, for a 
host of political and cultural factors. A long transitional 
period of confidence-building is required to eKmhmte the 
roots of decades of intense conflict. Moreover, partner 
countries in any regional cooperative scheme need to cross 
a certain “threshold" of similarity in their economic mid 


strategic objectives before any partial surrender of national 
autonomy can take place. 

This process must occur in a smooth and voluntary fash- 
ion, thus excluding the subordination of any Arab country 
to exogenous rules or to the strategic preferences of an- 
other regional power. Otherwise, any “forced" regional 
solutions or projects will run the serious risk of political 

imflrap p fafr flity and mnaigtatnah ility 

A gradual and more cautious approach to economic re- 
gional cooperation in the Middle East is likely to yield 
more tangible, irreversible results, and would ultimately 
enhance the process of development, democracy and sta- 
bility in the legion, while duly respecting the Arabs' as- 
pirations to progress, interdependence and integration. 

To be realistic, the only practical and workable regional 
arrang e m ent in the merihmi term is to establish multi- 
country functional sub-systems in vital areas of immediate 
relevance to the livelihood and progress of the people in 
the Middle East 

One such sub-system could be a water regime designed to 
ensure equitable sharing and efficient management of water 
resources in the region, transcending individual country 
boundaries. The joint management of the Jordan Basin is a 
matter of urgency, as the water resources are very unequally 
shared between the parties. Israel absorbs currently more 
than 23 per cent of the total sub-regional resources. 

An environmental protection sub-system designed to 
put an end to the process of environmental degradation 
and to devise common environmental policies, rules and 
regulations to combat trans-national pollution is another 
possibility. 

Such functional schemes would be beneficial to all par- 
ticipating countries, in that they would reap immediate and 
tangible benefits while generati ng significant positive ex- 
ternalities for aD. In contrast, any more global scheme of 
regional integration would result, at this stage, in a “heg- 
emonic" position for Israel within the new geopolitical and 
economic arrangements. 

Many of tbe regional multi -country projects relating to 
the new peace economics also entail an uneven dis- 
tribution of benefits and burdens among countries of the 
region. For instance, the impact on the Arab economies of 
the diversion of oil shipments from the Gulf area through a 
new proposed pipeline linking Ras Tamiura in Saudi Ara- 
bia to the port of Haifa in Israel has not as yet been ex- 
plored. This project would generate substantial benefits 
for the Israeli economy at the expense of Suez Canal rev- 
enue. Equally, the re-routing of transit trade traffic away 
from the ports of Beirut in Lebanon and Aqaba in Jordan 
would impose serious economic burdens on both econ- 
omies. 

In sum, the serious long-term implications of these new 
regional schemes have hardly been studied at afl. Even 
when they are contemplated, the implicit dynamic trade- 
offs are usually ignored for tbe sake of simplification. 
These difficulties cannot be simply reduced to a narrow ec- 
onomic calculus, regardless of strategic and political is- 
sues at stake. 

Israel from foe outset, does not recognise that there is 
“an Arab economy" or an “Arab economic structure." 
Rasher, it has built its strategic vision upon foe establish- 
ment of a Middle Eastern regional economic grouping for 
the sub-regional economies of the Fertile Crescent (the 
area frameriy referred to as die Levant), with no provisions 
for coordination or preliminary economic integration. 
Central to this vision is Israel’s position at the centre or the 
“heart” of this assemblage, pumping blood to the extrem- 
ities. In the final analysis, however, Israel's interest in this 
Middle Eastern economic grouping resides primarily in 
the extent to which it can use its position to negotiate for it- 
self special and preferential economic relations with the 
major economic blocs among the countries of foe first 
world: NAFTA, the European Union and South-East Asia. 


This thinking has acquired particular prevalence in the 
strategies of Netanyahu and the ruling Likud coalition in 
Israel today. 

Thus, to Israel (a country of the centre), the Arab world 
is a conglomeration of “southern nations" (or peripheral 
entities). Phrased somewhat differently, Israel peitteives 
the Arab world as its “back yard" — the same role played 
by the South American countries with respect to NAFTA, 
or that of south central Europe to the EU. In other words, 
Israel seeks, within the framework of foe “Middle East en- 
terprise", to sene a central hegemonic position within the 
economy of the Arab east and its “gulf’ extensions, work- 
ing centrifugaliy outwards from a central base comprise of 
tbe Israeli-Jordanian-Palestinian triangle. 

It is Israel's aspiration to become the world's first “gate- 
way” to tbe extensive regional “Middle Eastern market." 
Israel is betting on the fact that opening the Arab markets 
to Israeli industrial manufactures will in turn, help lure 
foreign investment to Israel as an “export platform" for 
“high-tech" products destined for Arab markets, with 
heavily reduced transportation costs. This view is sub- 
stantiated by a survey conducted by CRB among trans- 
national companies based tn Europe, the US and Japan. 

In its conceptualisation of Middle East arrangements, Is- 
rael is focusing primarily on the development of human 
resources, in view oftbe absence of natural resources. It is 
currently investing 32 per cent of gross domestic product 
in research and development activities, with the aim of 
entering high-tech industries and moving away from die 
low-skill low-tecb industries, or so-called “T-shirt in- 
dustries.” Towards this end, Israeli policies are geared to- 
ward attracting direct foreign investment, particularly 
from major international electronics firms, so thai Israel 
can establish itself as a “bridge" over which these com- 
panies' products can pass to the larger and more extensive 
“Middle Eastern market” in foe post-“peace" phase. 

Indeed, Israel sees itself as well placed to become the 
region's major centre for high-tech industries, in view of 
tbe appropriate infrastructure it offers, particularly in 
terms of its human resources and technological facilities. 
In fact, some international electronics firms have already 
established branches and production facilities in the so- 
called Matom high-tech park in Haifa. The most im- 
portant of these companies are Intel Microsoft, IBM, Fi- 
bre nics, Chip Express, and Net Manage, among others. 
In addition, the vice-president of Rockwell International 
alluded to Israel’s perception of its role in foe post-peace 
era in a speech be made in April 1995, and which is fre- 
quently cited in Israeli publications concerning inter- 
national investments and bow to attract them. He said: 
“Israel is industrially and geographically at the centre of 
tbe Middle East and poised to be a springboard for in- 
dustrial development Rockwell desires to play a larger 
role in the craning industrial growth and Israel represents 
a very attractive base from which to accomplish this." 
There are also reports that indicate that Intel and Mot- 
orola, foe international micro-electronics pioneers, have 
invested approximately $2.3 billion in foe Zionist state as 
the “natural gateway” to foe Arab and Middle Eastern 
markets. 

Some Egyptian political science professors have men- 
tioned that, half a month before the Casablanca economic 
cooperation conference of November 1994 was due to 
convene, Israel had sent a copy of the projects book it was 
to present in Casablanca to foe Egyptian Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. These professors took this as proof that Israel 
had nothing to hide, and no hidden agenda. 

It is true that Israel has nothing to hide at tbe level of the 
projects they were trying to sell off piece-meal at foe Cas- 
ablanca conference. Plans for these projects were ready 
years in advance. In fact, two books have appeared in 
English on the subject One of these contains a collection 
of in-depth studies on the regional projects on tbe agenda 


of foe multi-party talks. But state secrets are hardly the is- 
sue. The real issue is foatthe Arabs in their conflict with Is- 
rael today have to pass what can best be termed an “open- 
book exam." It may be described as a test of wills. 

The second mistake to which many analysts are prone is 
the assertion that the Arabs should have no qualms about 
entering into economic and commercial dealings with Is- 
rael since it is no more than a neighbouring country, like 
Cyprus, Turkey and Greece. This analysis, however, does 
not take into account foe reality that the world today con- 
sists of gigantic monopolies and favours strategies for heg- 
emony. Israel is backed by a powerful international ec- 
onomic arm consisting of a global network of Jewish 
lob by /banking capital international technology and inter- 
national companies. 

To speak of Israel as a geographically defined patch of 
land or a collection of inhabitants whose capacities are lim- 
ited by the territory upon which the state of Israel is found- 
ed is to fall into a complete error in strategic calculations. 
We must see the “Israeli economy" in an entirely differeni 
way: in foe light of its international financial and tech- 
nological interconnections. 

It is easy to perceive, from this perspective, the urgency 
behind that insistence on lifting the “Arab economic boy- 
cott” of Israel, which was voiced in the Casablanca and 
Amman conferences. Thai is the essential condition for the 
success of the new economic invasion, which dearly, to 
them, has priority over foepolitical problems of the region. 
Herein lies foe paradox of the Cairo MENA conference . 
The US is applying extreme pressure for the formulation of 
a system of regional cooperation and for the removal oftbe 
Arab economic boycott before Israel concedes die mini- 
mum demands of Arab political rights: die evacuation from 
southern Lebanon, foe West Bank and tbe Golan among 
other primary political conditions. 

Therefore, foe prospects of Israel’s domination under 
any free trade area (such as the MEFTA) must impel the 
Arabs to devise schemes involving a high degree of ec- 
onomic cooperation among subgroups of Arab countries 
prior to any negotiations with IsraeL 

This approach has a concrete parallel in foe case of Latin 
American countries. Because of fears of dominance by foe 
US and NAFTA, a Southern Cone Common market (Mer- 
cosur), comprising Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Par- 
aguay, was signed in March 1991. Another example is foe 
Andean Common Market whose members breathed new 
life into it with foe establishment of ground rules for a free 
trade zone. 

In foe Arab context, developing Arab regional (or sub- 
regional) cooperation through bilateral deals and arrange- 
ments, with no explicit regional organisation or regulatory 
structure, is the minimum requirement. Such an approach 
would deepen the economic relations and enhance the har- 
monisation of macro-economic policies among Arab coun- 
tries. Whatever form such inter-Arab cooperation in trade, 
investment and macro-economic policy might take, it 
would presumably provide a counterweight to foe econom- 
ic pressures brought to bear by Israel. There is no reason to 
believe that past failures in the domain of inter-Arab ec- 
onomic cooperation and integration dictate foe failure of 
future attempts. 

In light of foe previous analysis, the Middle East Free 
Trade Area at this stage is more likely to impede inter-Arab 
cooperation and integration than it is liable to assist it. In 
fact, a MEFTA structured around Israel as its major pivot 
constitutes an Israeli bid for regional hegemony. New 
Middle Eastern economic and political schemes cannot be 
understood in purely economic terms. Rather, they should 
be perceived mainly as part of the power politics of (he re- 
gion, which may not necessarily be conducive to progress 
and regional stability. 

The writer is a professor of economics at Cairo University. 
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A gruesome tale 

Sir- 1 read in tbe Weekly's Suez supplement 
( AJ-Ahram Weekly, 7-1 3’ November) the grue- 
some stocy of Mohamed Mahran Othman, a 
hero of Suez. I would tike to pose some ques- 
tions regarding his story. 

First of afl, if tbe British woe in need of cor- 
neas for transplants why didn’t they take them 
from foe many surely available corpses? 

Second, why, after flying Othman to Cyprus 
and stealing his corneas, did they fly him back 
to Egypt in<n°!gH ofkilling him to cancel any ev- 
idence? 

Thhd, (fid Othman sue tbe British govern- 
ment after the war, and if not. why? 1 wish the 
British Embassy, to which I wiD fax a copy of 
tins letter, would issue a st ate ment about this 
matter. 

Paolo Lombardini 

Tamatek 

Cairo 

Just a politician 

Sir- In the articles “Denying the myth” by 


Amina Rashid and “Twist in the tale" by 
Mona Anis (Al-Ahram Weekly, 24-30 Oc- 
tober), both writers dealt with the latest con- 
troversy over writer Roger Garaudy. I won- 
der why, when asked for die reasons for his 
shift from Communism to Islam via Chris- 
tianity, Garaudy 's answer was that this was 
no shift. In my opinion, it is a disorder oftbe 
mind. It is due to politics. 

Tbe man is a “convert” not for the sake of re- 
ligion but to become die centre of attention, es- 
pecially in developing countries. No doubt, 
ihanlrc to being the enemy of Zionism, he built 
a name in the Middle East But his reception 
has not been unanimously friendly. In fact he is 

neither Christian nor Muslim. During one ofhis 
lectures, Garaudy attacked some countries 
which forbid non-Muslim people from treading 
their sacred territories while at the same time, 
they allow Americans to defend their land. 
What a pity! How objective and realistic Ga- 
randy’s outlook is! • 

_ -We should take into consideration that Ga- 
raudy hasn’t mastered Arabic, therefore bow 
can he grasp tbe essence of Islam? Changing 
religion so easily reveals the instability of 


both mind and spirit. Garaudy is not re- 
ligious, be is a politician! . 

7«r lf k~am«4 Hnlrim 

English Language Teacher 
EJ-Daber Secondary School for Girts 
Cairo 

Shebl remembered 

Sir- 1 have been trying to get over Mohamed 
Shebl 1 s passing away. 1 was one of his radio 
programme listeners and callers for eight years. 
His programme reminded me of tbe radio DJs 
we bad in die Stales 25 years agi — he played 
my kind of rock'n'roll including Jeny Lee 
Lewis, Chuck Berry and the lfee. 

You may think it's trivia] but I have been here 
for 25 years and Mohamed Shebl filled a void. 
No one had his kind of humour or style, twill 
not be able to listen to the radio for some time. 1 
don’t know how he managed to host a radio 
p rog ra mme, write film reviews and do fihn*- 
Mohamed Shebl truly was a star. I hope he is 
free and happy now. I wiD miss him very much. 
Valerie Ahmed 
Nan: City 


Liberating the mind 

Sr- 1 realise that Hoda Sha'rawi started tbe lib- 
eration movement in Egypt when she returned 
from Rome unveQed. What would have hap- 
pened if a man had returned from Rome with- 
out his trousers! Tbe liberation of women and 
gender equity has nothing to do with clothes 
which are part of culture and not necessarily re- 
lated to personal characteristics. 

There are some, however not marry, women 
who mal«» use of their feminine allure to 
achieve their ends and win certain privileges 
which arc not available to men arid yet they ask 
for more rights. 

1 am writing this letter to thank Mrs Suz ann e 
Mubarak for taking measures in dealing with a 
such weighty problem. She demonstrates a 
complete understanding of tbe fact that ther e's 
a rfemper for women, of going too far in the 
search and pursuit of freedom and liberation 
without keeping a sharp eye on their special 
role in our Islamic world. 

Some women, however, are misusing this 
movement. We should learn from the ex- 
periences of other countries, but not repeat 


them. If we take a quick look at Egyptian so- 
ciety. we will discover that the Egyptian wom- 
an Iras surpassed any other woman in die world 
in obtaining benights. 

Ahmed AbdeLGhaffar 
Bebeira 

Ban smoking 

Sir- 1 think it’s high time for all smokers to give 
up smoking. I really wonder why the govern- 
ment doesn't ban smoking and the import of to- 
bacco since ft knows that it is dangerous to the 
health. Of course the answer is that tobacco 
companies would lose too much money. 

Since the government is interested in boost- 
ing investment, it could make up for these loss- 
es by directing these companies to many other 
lucrative fields of investment where they can 
make even more profit. 

Public opinion may. however, be another ob- 
stacle. The result could be serious demonstra- 
tions and rioting if the government decides to 
ban smoking. 

Ashraf Abdel-Fatah ftwit 
Kafr El-Sheikh 
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‘Remembered 

forever’ 


One of the guest speakers at the 6th 
International Cavafy Symposium (12-14 
Novembei), Euphrosyne Dcnoatfis 
discussed her recently published The 
Mysterious Fayum Portraits: Faces 
From Ancient Egypt. Drawing on both 
the archaeological and art-historical 
approaches, the book groups the 
portraits by provenance, thus evoking a 
sense of the communities from which 
the faces came, as well as the artistic 
conventions and fashions prevalent at 
the time, 

Doxiadis will give a second lecture on 
15 November, 7-30 pm, at the premises 
of the Foimdatlon of Hellenic Culture, 
18 SMI EMMetwaM Street, downtown 
Alexandria. 


Right; portrait of a woman, firat century 
AD, whose mummy bore the following 
Inscription: “Demos, aged 24, 
rememb ere d for ever”. The mummy of 
Demos was found beside that of a 
child, thought to be her daughter. 


Not tonight, Norma 


David Blake watches a priestess fly over the rainbow on a magic flute 


Concert; bias AbdeJ-Dayem, 
flute; Iman Mustafa, Soprano; 
Olga Kousnetsova, piano; with 
Wassili Fomitsky, bass and 
Vladimir Afanasyev, drums; 
Ewart Hall, American Uni- 
versity in Cairo, 6 November 


Nonna is in a mess. She’s an 
adulteress virgin priest e ss with 
two illegitimate sons by a Ro- 
man army captain, the invader 
of her country, ancient Britain. 
She has betrayed her country, 
her family, her traditions, her 
father the higfi-priest and her 
sacred vows to God. If ever 
she’s found out about what's 
been going on in the temple 
precincts, the resulting public 
■randal would be such that she 
would be for the sacrificial 
fires. 

Splendid set for one of the 

grandest of grand operas, loved 
by everyone, especially the 
greatest singing actresses of 
their age. Smce about 1926, 
there have been 5 Nonnas — 
rare birds. Iman Mustafa must 
tackle Nonna one day. She has 
most of the credentials — tall 
and handsome, with a large ex- 
tensive dramatic voice. She’s 
sincere and very feminine, as 
well as work-driven. Nature 
has formed her for firat roles. 
This is foe second time she has 
undertaken foe great aria which 
opens Norma, casta diva — a 
wide-ranging, imperious and 
daunting experience for any 
singer. 

This is a declaration of war 
against the invading Romans. 
Her major-general lover, un- 
beknownst to her, is about to 
ditch her and run off to Rome 
with her best friend, another 
raring priestess. Opera libretti 
are not kind to the aimed forc- 
es. Motto: never go near a sol- 
dier, be’fi leave you with the 
baby. 

Ttnan Mustafa made no great 
thing of the stupendous dignity 
of foe opening of the aria. It 


was sung sweetly composed, 
like a cradle song- She managed 
the big gaping intervals and the 
coloratura with ease, if not 
quite accuracy. But where was 
Norma? This role fa a Medea of 
a part Mustafa can be a fine 
Nonna if die learns to enun- 
ciate the biting word and the 
killin g phrase. The words, again 
and again, cany foe singer over 
all dramatic hurdles. If the op- 
era was mounted locally with a 
competent producer, the world 
would observe foe result The 
Opera House of Cairo would hit 
world news, opening it to a 
wide, economically im po r t ant 
audience. 

iman Mustafa might re- 
member the martyrs of past 
ages and stand firm. This con- 
cert was a threesome by Mus- 
tafa, her sister, flutist Iran Ab- 
del-Dayem and the pianist Olga 
Kousnetsova. The first half was 
mostly vocaL Nonna found 
Kooznetsova out of scale. She 
sounded school mannish, out of 
touch with primitive magic 
grandeur. The rest of foe pieces 
were openers and closers for 
family sing alongs of long ago. 

In Le RossingnoL Abdd- 
Dayem’s flute showed the so- 
prano what to do in the strato- 
sphere. O Sole Mio was com- 
fortable, but with no radiance. 
In foe last piece, the outburst of 
Violetta in Act 1 of Traviata, 
Seznpre libera, Mustafa did not 
burst or liberate. She has as ele- 
mental simplicity which is good 
for opera but no one seems to 
have told her that the sing along 
days of opera are over. Opera is 
characters, words to which, mu- 
sic has been added — in that or- 
der. For her, it should be prima 
la parole, doppo la musica. 

The second half of the con- 
cert was devoted to one huge 
piece advertised as a suite for 
flute and jazz piano. It proved 
to be an immense duet for piano 
and flute by Claude Bolling, 
which fa set before his two 


players — a monster meal Eve- 
ry difficult tiring for the two in- 
struments is brought before the 
listener. Syncopations ever dart- 
ing and chang in g, related phras- 
es running through modulations 
of free associations, Dixie 
Land, Lousiana Jazz, Blues and 
forays into Viennese turn of the 
century atematism of sweeping 


Hall, Cairo Opera House, 9 
November 



Sophia Sadek 


romantic climaxes, it fa in sev- 
en pieces with varying speeds, 
scary and prickly — baroque 
and blue, a telescopic view over 
tiie entire twentieth century 
scene. It was word budding, 
note destruction and, at the end, 
velocity outside the rules of 
speed. 

Kouznetsova let fly. She is a 
dab hand at these jazz modula- 
tions. loss AbdekDayem, who 
played almost continuously for 
nearly one hour music of com- 
plexity and beauty, further en- 
hanced her position as a world 
class flutist 


Arabic Music Festival, Main 


Nonna, the character in a mess 
who do mi n a ted foe concert of 6 
November, has little bat her 
charisma in common with So- 
phia Stytek — a strange wonder 
from Tunis. This was hex debut 
in Cairo, and h was an aus- 
picious event. 

She is a flame of 
a girl in blade 
and while, seven 
. foot tall Titian- 
haired, a figure 
like one of those 
elongated me- 
dusa-like bomb 
shells who ex- 
ploded over Eu- 
rope at the be- 
ginning of the 
century. If 
you’ve never 
seen & Giov anni 
Boldnri walking 
out of a painting, 
you may have 
seen this flaroe- 
hke look-alike 
stalking the 
stage of the op- 
era on the night 
of foe 9th. 

Gertrude Stein 
wrote that Bol- 
dini was exciting 
as an artist because be painted 
women who presaged chaos, the 
end of foe world — predatory 
angels like Sadek. She stares 
out at her audience balefully: 
Fm here to tell you you’re fin- 
ished; run for h. Like foe cel- 
ebrated pa wiring Boldin] wia/fa 
of the Marchess Casati, her 
beauty does suggest doom — a 
splendid Dantesque one, full of 
colour and making nonsense of 
reality. Sophia Sadek has other 
tilings beside her appearance, a 
breath of something mythic, a 
unicom or a giraffe, with that 
touch of disdain and fastidi- 
ousness these creatures possess. 

And she has her voice. It 


must have 3 octaves; all of it 
fa powerful some of it stri- 
dent, but full of presence. So, 
she can make a noise with it 
which says: Fm here, listen to 
me, I’m great But she’s with- 
out vanity — she’s just built 
that way. Same listeners were 
knocked sideways by foe 
voice, as the sound she iw«fe 
curved up stratosphericaPy 
while remaining quite fem- 
inine, then dropped down a 
few octaves, -soil remaining 
perfectly audible. What an 
Electra she would make. She 
arrived at this conceit a mys- 
tery and presumably departed 
so. Who taught hex, where did 
she begin, and where will she 
end? 

She sang songs in a ulal- 
atary maimer, with titles like 
Dream, My Heart be Happy , 
and best of all the fast, of im- 
mense length. When die Eve- 
ning Came. She had a very 
positive reception and her 
gifts deserve a big career. 
The rest of foe programme 
was not so much put in the 
shade by Sadek as politely 
erased. The other woman 
singer, Leila Ali from Mo- 
rocco, who gave her own ver- 
sion of Umm Kalthoum's 
Anta Umri, was decidedly 
not much loved by the audi- 
ence. They missed foe words. 
The playing of the oud 
throughout this section of the 
concert was of top quality. 

The Arabic music festival 
has dramatic advances 
since it began. And foe audi- 
ence fa critical and knows 
what it hears. The per- 
formance showed the singing 
of the Helwan University 
choir to be completely up to 
standards set by visiting 
groups. They filled the Opera 
House with foe sound that 
thrills, vibrant and warm. As 
this festival began with suc- 
cess, so it seemed likely to 
end with success. 


Theatre 


Euripides fa so rarely per- 
formed in Egypt that a pro- 
duction of any of his plays is, 
unconditionally, a rare treat. 
You can, therefore; imagine 
my excitement at the prospect 
of watching an open-air pro- 
duction of his Bacchae with 
the added bonus of a woman in 
the director's seat and a pro- 
duction crew consisting mainly 
of women. Hopes ran high and 
expectations soared to un- 
realistic and, perhaps, un- 
tenable peaks. 

The dunce of site was truly 
inspired. Instead, of die Wal- 
lace, foe traditional venue for 
most American University in 
Cairo productions, director 
Krista Scott and set-designer 
i n tig Coash chose the fountain 
area on the ra* 1 * campus — a 
charming patio bordered with 
majestic trees, with a small 
fountain in the middle, and a 
flight of broad, white steps on 
one side, leading up to on el- 
egant building with lattice win- 
dows in the traditional Islamic 
style. It was a mild autumn 
evening with just enough wind 
to ruffle foe leaves every now 
and then and send the odd one 
fluttering down, make the can- 
dle flames flicker and send rip- 
ples thr ough the diaphanous 
robes of foe female chorus. The 
lighting enhanced the beauty 


Up the garden path 


Neftad Seiaiha finds some wisdom, and plenty of mad- 
ness, in an AUC production of Euripides’ The Bacchae 


and magic of 11 k place and foe 
background music of traditional 
reed pipes and flutes which pro- 
vided a kind of overture to the 
performance was an ingenious 
touch; it reminded one of the 
austere mountains, rugged hills, 

and sombre landscapes of 
Upper Egypt. The clay water- 
jugs, placed around die foun- 
tain, glistened with die water 
that tickled down on them and 
gave a rural feeL The audience 
sat in wicker chairs arranged in 
a half circle on the grass, round 
the paved performance space, 
and I felt I could sit there in 
perfect happ ine ss for hours, 
even if no performance materi- 
alised. Coash had created not 
just a set, but an intensely evoc- 
ative and highly poetic environ- 
ment. 

When foe lights dimmed and 
Dionysus matte his ap p earan ce 
in a thick cloud of snake, the 
magic flared up to a climax 
then fizzled out, and the spell 
was broken. Heavily made-up, 
in a shiny golden tunic, with 


thick golden tresses, carrying 
the inevitable thyrsus, Dionysus 
(performed by Tamer Hagras) 
struck one as a figure out of an 
Xmas pantomime. Hagras de- 
livered foe prologue (in which 
foe god outlines his plan of re- 
venge against the house of Cad- 
mus) in the effete manner of a 
cynical decadent dandy. It was 
goodbye to tragedy, no genuine 
tragic mood could hope to exist 
after foal. With the appearance 
of foe chorus of orientiu women 
(led by N ermin Amin) in their 
romantically seductive attire, 
looking more like woodland 
nymphs end fairies than Dio- 
nysian worshippers, and a ri- 
diculously puny and vapid Pen- 
theus (played by Shaun P 
Bourgeois), with two clumsy, 
bungling guards, the pan- 
tomime mood was sealed. Ti- 
resius and Cadmus looked like 
two music-hall comedians, and 
as the performance progressed, 
the vengeful god came more 
and more to resemble an imp- 
ish, mischievous Puck. Rather 


than the palace of Pentheus at 
Thebes, the setting seemed 
more like die forest of Arden or 
the Athenian woods of A Mid- 
summer Njght 's Dream. 

This made a mockery of the 
final scene in which Agave, 
Pentheus* mother, rushes in, in 
frenzied ecstasy, waving what 
site rtrnitrg is the thickly maned 
head of a lion, but which fa, in 
fact, tiie tom-off head of her 
foolish son who had disguised 
himself as a woman, at foe in- 
stigation of Dionysus, to in- 
filtrate the ranks of the Bacchae 
and watch their orgiastic revels. . 
It was at this supposedly tragic 

moment that foe perf orman ce 

came closest to the bungling at- 
tempts of Bottom and company 
in Midsummer Night’s Dream 
to stage the tragedy ofPyramus 
and Thisbe. Saddled with the 
role of Agave,' poor Lucy H- 
ienbogen did not know where 
to turn or what to do with the 
burdensome head. She de- 
livered the ritual forge over foe 
bloody remains of her murdered 


son in neutral embarrassed 
tones, as if eager to get it over 
with. 

I half suspect that Krista 
Scott deliberately adopted a 
parodic style and modelled her 
production cm the classical 
pan tom i m e; the evidence is 
too great for it to be a mere 
coincidence. If she had meant 
it, it would be perfectly le- 
gitimate and quite in line with 
Euripides’ skeptical tarn of 
iwmH and ambiv alent at- 
titude to all gods. The problem 
with Scott’s production, how- 
ever, fa its inconsistency of 
mood; one fa never quite sure 
how to take it and the parodic 
line fa never quite firmly es- 
tablished; occasionally, the 
tone flirts with the tragic and 
earnestly serious, but as soon 
as you adjust to it, h swings 
back to comedy and bur- 
lesque. It felt as ii the director 
was deliberately and re- 
peatedly leading us up foe gar- 
den path and pointing at once 
in two different directions. 
But disconcerting as the pro- 
duction was at times, and at 
others positively vexatious, it 
was never dull or unexciting. 
It was Euripides at his most 
provocative with a good meas- 
ure of sophisticated wry el- 
egance. No wonder these was 
so of little tragic passion. 


Listings 


EXHIBITIONS 


AauMdgAa 

Espace. 1 BSkenfeia & flwn- 
mml Tel S93 1699. Deify esc Fit 

10umJp»A6-9pm . 

Pannings sad drawings of Conamtiac 
Cavafy's fwnse 


Nov. 7pm. __ 

La Yfe Est Un Long Hew Traa- 
qtt&fe (1982). Directed by Chstaiez. 
20 Nov. 7pm. 


AzreQhB2n 

Makrubfye GeBay, t Cham p nlt Um 
St, Downtown. Td 77*6*3- Defy etc 
Fri, Jlam-Spm 


Group ExhOnhOfi 

0m Gallery, 20 Abdd-Ax e Gawuh 
A off Mahomed Mahmoud St, Bab El- 

Td 355 S367. Daily exc Frl 
I2pm-9pm. Ihdl 14 Nov. 


Popular Crafts 

Notat Gotten, 4 Mahmoud Abut- 

Oyam St. off B-UaUaaa Sq. He- 
liapolis. Td 248 0082. Daily Ilam- 
9pm. U**l 5 Nov. 


Waiting lor Yon Akira 
Japanese Cuban! Centre. 106 Qasr 
E^Aim St Genka Cby. Td 353 3962. 
14 Nov. 6jm- 


Baity 1 versos 

Qttto-Eertta Gallery. 17 Yousuf El- 
Gatedi SI. Bab B-Lauk. Td 393 1764. 
Daily exc Son, )2pnt-8pra. Until 16 
Nov. 

7&m phoio-coti i-yonrimt 

for the Middle East, Barry Iveisuu dis- 


ItiBn FBnu 

Indian Caban! Centre, 3 Elshdkb 
El-Marsqfi SL Zanuttek Td 340 8791. 
Berta Affair (1966). Directed by Lil- 
iana CavasL 16 Nov, 6pm. 

Le »Hto E Una Notte. Directed by 
Picr-PaaJo PBsotim. 17 Nov. 6pm. 


plays tracks wind) capture t love of 
the desert. 


South AftrfcaaArt 
Genre Sheraton Bold, DokkL Td 
341 1333. Daily anal I? Nov. 
P rominen t acmempocsty South Af- 
rican sends display s coDecnaa of 
wrets. 


Lada American Art 
Open Art Gotten. Open House. Gr- 
ant. Td 341 2926. Dally 10am-9pm. 
(Ml 20 Nov. 


Gamal B-Segtni (Paintings) 

Extra Gallery. 3 El-Nastet & 2am- 
alet Td 340 6293. Dattv etc Si m 
1 0.3 Oam- 2pm A -Spm-SpuL Until 22 
Nov. 


n-ilrntrt fTh» CiTi f t * 1 ™ 11 ) 

Cosmos L 12 Emodeddte St, Dorm- 
town. Td 779 537. Dotty 10am. lpm, 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm. BteaGI. 26 My SL 
Downtown- Td 575 5053. Daily Ifun, 
330pm. 630pm A 930pm. Boxy. 
Raxy Sq. Heliopolis. Td 258 0344. 
Daily 10am, 3pm, 6/m A 9pm Udo. 
23 Emaded&n St. Downtown. Td 934 
284. Dally 10am, lpm. 3pm. 6pm A 


Farid Fadel (farmings) 

Bt-Bauager, Opera House Grounds. 
Gazin. Td 340 6861. Daily 10am- 
9pm. Until 24 Nov. 


Diana Palace, 17 EFAlfi St. Em- 
adeddm. Downtown. Td 924 727. Da- 
ly 10am. lpm. 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. Bi- 
Hama. D-Baram St. Giza. Td 385 
8358. Daily 10am. I/nn, 3pm. 6pm A 
9pm. Sphinx. Sphinx Sq. Mo- 
handessin. Tel 346 4017. Daily 8pm. 
Tiba I, Nasr City. Td 262 9407.DaOy 


The Court Photography of Rtad 


1030am. 3.30pm, 630pm & 930pm. 
Bands Htttan D, Conache El-Nil Sl 
T d 574 7436. Daily auJnlgfii show. 
Starring Mahmoud Abdd-Aziz, Potsri 
a^wt riiiwi Khahfn in yet another com- 
edy- 


Sony Gattery. Mam Campus, AUC, 
El-Sbdkh Rlhan Sl Td 357 5436. 


Daily 9am- 12pm A 6pm-9pm. Until 


The 7th Student Art ExfalbitfMi 
Ewart Gallery. Mate Campus. AUC, 
El-Sheikh Rttutn Sl Td 357 5436. 
OattyescFri 9aM-9pm. Until 28 Nov. 
An whftn tiBi fftin trrng and 

drawings executed by AUC art stu- 
dents in 1995-96. 


Nazim (The Fling) 

Gmn O. 12 Emadeddte Sl Down- 


town. Td 779 537. Daily 10am. lpm. 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm. Tttm XL Nasr City. 
Td 262 9407. Daily lOJOam 3.30pm, 


6.30pm A 930pm. 

This Egyptian version of Fatal Attrac- 
tion stars Ahmed 7oVi and Yoosare. 


ET^Kgrt, BimlU.A)iH.lhl. 


Spiro Arts Gotten. 6 Rd 77C, Golf 
Ana. UaadL Td 331 4362. Dally esc 
Sun, I0am-230pm A 3pnt-9pm. 18-29 
Nov. 


BteoBB, 26th July Sl Downtown. Td 
575 5053. Daily lpm. 330pm. 630pm. 
8pm A lOpaL 


AdJy BfaqaDab (Watercolours) 
Danub Gallery. 4 America ElEatada 
SL Garden Otv. Td 354 7951. Dotty 
10am- 1 0pm- Until 7 Dec. 


Eiaqat Mssbboaba (Illicit liaisons) 
Mad, 38 TdaatHarb Sl Downtown. 
Td 574 5656. Dally m am, 3.30pm. 
5.30pm A 830pm. 


Animals in Egyptian Art 
Bare Boob and Special 
CattuLtmat library, ear- 
ner of El-Sheikh Rlhan 
and Honour Sts, Down- 
town. Td 3575436. Dotty 
esc Fri fL30am-7pm: 
Thar 830am-5pm A Sat 
I2pm-5pm. Until 30 Dec. 


The Mnscnm sf Mr and 
Mrs Mobamed Mab- 
BOodKhaD 

I Kafour El-AJJishM SL 
Dodd. Td 336 2376. 

Daily exe Man. 10am- 
6pm. 

Ahmed Mailer’s Twilight 

ropcan art, amassed by (be 

tore Mahmoud KhaHL 


Egyptian Mnsemn 

TdtrtrSq. Downtown. Td 575 4319. 
Dally exc Frl. 8am-5pm; Fri 9mu- 
1 1.15am A lpm- 3pm. 


Eraser 

Tahir. 112 Tahrir SL DoUL Td 335 


5726. Daily 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. Karim 
Z 13 Emadedtttn Sr. Downtown. Td 


924 830. Dally l Oam. lpm, 3pm, 6pm 
A 9pm; Thar A Sat mkbdgfd show. 


CIODQC MB9EUII 

Mrn^Girgis. Old Cabo. Td 362 8766 
Dotty esc FH. 9tuu 1pm; Fri 9am- 
11 am A lpm-3pm. 


Critical Dedsfen 

Emin B, IS Emadeddte SL Down- 
town. Td 924 830. Dotty 10am. lpm, 
fymt, 6pm & 9/nn. 


Islamic Museum 

Port Said SL Ahmed Maher SL Bab 
EbDuttq. Td 390 9930/390 1520. 
Dotty esc Fri. 9am-4pm; Fri 9am- 
JJJOam A 2pm-4pm. 


Bob Roy 

Et-Horreya B. EFHarreya Matt. 


Roxy, HeDopoUs. Dotty 130am, lpm. 
330pm. 630pm. A 930pm; Thur-Sat 


Mnsrem of Modern Egyptian Ait 

Opera House Gramas, Gezira. Td 
340 6861. Daily exc Mon. 10am- lpm 
A5pm-9pm. 


mltbdgh show. Ba ums HQtou B, Cor- 
ntche El-Nil SL Td 574 7436 Dotty 
1030am, 1.30pm, 330pm. 630pm. 
9.30pm <S midnight 


Mebmned Nagui Mnsenm 

Ch Ateau Pyramids, 9 Mahmoud Al- 
GvtedlSL Gfca. 

A i nuis i uiH devoted to the paintings of 
Mobamed Nagui (1888-1956). 


lodeoeodenoc Drr 

BmSm24TdMHarb St Downtown. 
Td 573 6562. Dotty 10am, lpm. 3pm, 
6pm. 9pm A midnight Normandy, 31 
BtAhram SL Td 250 0254. Dally 


1230. 330pm, 630pm A 930pm; 
Thar A Sat midnight show. MGM. 
MaruB Grand Matt, KoBeyat Ei-Nasr 
Sq.Maad. Td 352 3066 Ddfy 10am. 
lpm. 3pm, 6pm A 9pm. 


Mahmoud Mnkfctar Museum 

Tahrir St Gedra. Daily exe Sun and 
Man, 9aut-lJ0puL. 


FILMS 


AMrer EJ-Nabar 

El-Homager, Opera House Grounds. 
Gextra. Td 340 6861. 19-24 Nov, 


Legends of the FaB 

Ei-Herreya 1, Et-Harreya Matt, Boxy, 
Heliopolis. Dotty lpm, 3pm, tea. A 
9pm, ■ Thur-Sat midnight show, kma ss 
Htttan 1, Condche El-Nil Sl Td 574 
7436. Daily IOJOoul 13 0pm. 330pm. 
630pm. 9.30pm A midnight 


Director Atoned Maher received the 
Stole Creativity Award for this debut 
film 


Cabo Sheraton, Ei-Galaa St Giza. 
Td 360 6081. Dally 1030am, 1.30pm. 


dance 


Cavan Documentary Films 
Goethe Institute. 5 Abdd-Salam dnf 
Sl Downtown. Td 575 9877. 

The Wonderful and Horrible Life of 
Lad Rjefesstxhl EL Directed by Ray 
MnDa. 14 Nov, 630pm. 

Age of the Gods. Directed by Lutz 
Ammbcck. die film portrays the li& of 
sculptor Amo Brekc. 18 Nov, 6.30/un. 


NatfoBSl FoMeric Ballet ofMerie* 
Mda Bel Opera House. Gedm. Td 
3412926. 14 A15 Nov. Spu. 


Cirar* Maadraaa- 
__ Madrasd El-Roqouq Eb 
Fervadya SL Moudra. Td 354 7679. 

17 Nov, 8pm. 

Karim H-Tobs pawns- 


You Kbnd the Dart's Rear. Di- 
rected by Arad Booty and Margit 
Knapp, the dhn is about cuunraff 
Norbert Scfantota 19 Nov. 630pm. 


MUSIC 


Lea Marfoane«*sdeNa«rj 

GoraboHriy* Tbcatn, Gamkaurfya 
So. Td 341 2926 14 Nov. 11am 

P afumu pg Le VriBam Petit faffing. 


National Arabic Waste Ktosemble * 

Made Rectal 

Gamkomrfya Theatre, as above. 14 
Nov. Spot 

The ensemble is omliM t d by SeSm 
Sahib, wide Marcel Khalifc performs 
on the bits. . . 


Commercial cinemas change thdr /ro- 
g/ummes every Monday. The te- 
formatitm provided is valid thrrwgh to 
Sunday after which U Is wise to check 
with the cin emas. Arabic films art sd- 
dom subtitled For ufonaatton. eon- 

tact the venue. 


Egyptian Chamber O rches t ra 
Small Butt, Opera Bouse. Gesba. Td 
341 2926 14 Nov. bm. 


l #, Melodies Ensemble 
Gemhoarfya Theatre, as abaw. IS 
Nov. 8pm. 


SoagRecitrd 

Smidl Butt. Opera Bouse, as above. 
15 Nov. 8pm «. 


Opera House; as above. 16 


Lee Martaaettes Lapt-Tertao 
Garakourfyu Theatre, as above. 16 
Nov. Spat. 


Marical Youth af Egypt - 

Ewart HaB. Mam Campus. AUC, El- 
ShdkhXJumSL Td 357 5436 ISNav, 


Fbmo Rectal 

SmaS HaB. Opera Rouse, os above. 

17 Nov. Spat 

Amha Fouad performs. 


Abdo Magber EasaaHe 

French Calttral Centre. Moudra an- 


nex, Modraset El-Boqouq E2- 
Ferenslya St, Moudra. Td 354 7689. 
ISNav, 8pm. 


SabB Imdntmeatid Concert 
Ewart HaB. Mate Campus. AUC, as 
above. 20 Nov, 8pat 
George Kazarian and bis ensemble 
blend oriental yne with Thdasfa and 
Hirefi rhythms. 


THEATRE 


B-Mohancgooa (The Bn fl boos) 
Et-Bauager, Opera Borne Grounds, 
GednxTd 340 6861. Until 17 Nov. 


El-Taq We Hm aa (The Ring and 
The Bracelet) 

Eh-TdFa Theatre Ataba Sq. 
Td 937 948. 

Yefato HRTaber Abdatto's mas- 
mqAe cc adapted fbe the tbaeac. 


Mantaket EJ-Ze’ab (The 
Kingdom of the Wolves) 
AbSuUMu EbXerfatd BA 
: Exbddya Theatre. Td 5911783. 


Q-Ghagari (The Gypsy) 
et-Sdam Theatre. QasrEMbd 
SL Dotty exc Man. 9pm. Td 355 
2484. 


BaBa (Fanfim) 

Matiuet Nasr Theatre, Jousstf 
Abbas SL Uadtem Nasr. Td 
402 0804. Daily 10pm. 


Et-Gandr fThe Chain) 
EbSabm Theatre. Qasr El-Aid. Td 
3552484. Dotty exe Man. 9pm. 


LECTURES 


Coptic Apocalypses fium the . Arab 
Conquert to the Mamtodte Period 
The Ndker it mds Institute fm Ar- 
chaeology and Arabic Storie s, I Dr 
Mahmoud And SL Zauuttek Td 340 
0076 14 Nov. 5.30pm. 

Lec ture by las Van Lad. Leiden Uni- 
versity. 


Early Travellers in Egypt 

Briask CoumcB. 192 Q-NO St, Agouxa. , 

Td 301 0319. 18 Nov, 7pm. 

Lecture by Hany Ames, ex -keeper of 

thg dmartne** rtf KgyjVian ADtyp 1 !*^ 1 

tf (to British Mosann. i 


Enro-MetHterranean Re la tio ns : As 
Arab Femective 

Orimtd Butt. Mam Campus, AUC, 
El-Sheikh Rlhan Sl Td 357 5436 18 
Nov, 3pm. 

Leeasre by Massif Haiti, Ivan Iveknvie 
and Bradford Dybm, professors of Po- 
litical Science, AUC. 


Mam and tire Western Ort ta ritai 

Oriental Butt, as above. 19 Nov, 6pm. 
Lecture and fo n a n fm Arabic) by MBa- 


of Aw oaf (Endowments) Mab- 
! Hanxb EUrpotn, and Kama! 
Msgd, pro f essor of briarnatieaal 


mood Haaxn EJ-Zaqa 
Abul-Magd, pro f essor 
lew. 


Maas Media is the Qamfnf Ec- 
oaomfe Order • T Cttaa: The Da- 


F ranch Cuburd Centre. Bettopetts 
■aarr. 27 Sabri Abu Alan Sl kmalll a 
Sq. HeBcpoUs. Td 4174824. 

ThHn Racpua 0953). Directed by 
Mated Csrad. storing Simone Ssg- 
noret. Ref VaOooe and Rottond Le- 
nSA.14Nov.7paL 
Lei Comtes (1959). Directed by 
Ctonde Chabrol, starring Gored Birin. 
Jean-CtandB BriaJy ana /uSctte May- 
ML 20 Nov. 7pm. 

French Cultured Centre, Mtrurdra an- 
nex, Modraset El-Hoqouq 81- 
FermwfyaSL Moumro. Td 354 7679. 
K It Kat (to Arabic wtdt French sub- 
titles) Daccted by Itewand AbdcV- 
Ssycd, starring Mahmoud Abdel- Aziz, 
Asbraf Monmr and Aida Rjad. 19 


3.30pm. 630pm 930pm A midnight. 
EbSdam. 65 Abdd-Hatdd Bruhrm Sl 


EbSdum. 65 Abdd-Htnrid Badawi Sl 
H eUapobs. Td 293 1071 Daily 


3.30pm. 63<hm A 9.30pm. 
Starring Isabelle Adjani t 


Adjam and Sharon 


lamed Centre Au&tartuu. Greek 
Campus. AUC, ELSkath Xttm Tel 
337 3436 20 Nov. 630pm. - 
L e c tur e by Betoly Jensen, 
pro fe ssor of Joamsltsm and Mass 


Ruble hr the Bronx 

Metre. 35 Talaat Barb Sl Downt o wn. 
Td 393 3897. Dally 10am. lpm. 3/nu. 
6pm A 9pm. 


The Rock 

Rntstsb Bitten l Comiche B-Ntt Sl 
T d 574 7436. Thur A Sat midnight 

show. 


AU information correct at of go- 
ing to press. However, h remains who 
to ch eck with venues first, srnee pro- 
grammes, dates and times are s dg ect 
to dnge at very short notku 
Pferae telephone or said ntfarmatian to 
Listings, Al-Akram Weekly, Rat— St 
Cairo. Td 5786064. Fax 5786089/833. 


Bad Company 

Tahrir.112 Tahrir SL DdtkL Td 335 
5726 Thw A Sta midnight show. 


CompBedby 

Injy ES-Kashef 


Around the galleries 


GLASS works by Znk- 
aria El-Khenani and 
sculptures by Alda Ab- 
dd-Kerim are on show 
at foe Egyptian Centre 
for Internattaual Cul- 
tural Cooperation. The 
40 glass works revolve 
around three thematic 
axes: foe earth, foe sea 
and the sky, draw on an- 
cient mythologies and 
are technically ac- 
complished. The 13 
sculptures in a variety of Esnrat Dawestnshi 
media also take nature 
as their thematic starting point, but in these na- 
ture fa formalized rather ™n mythologised. 

The Spanish Cultural Centre, Alexandria, 
plays host to black and white drawings by Es- 
nut Dawestashi, exhibited under foe title Diw- 
tm Khoyolat Fingan El-Qahwa. With figures of 
animals and humans resembling the figures that 


appear m a Turkish 
coffee dap that has 
been turofaj over in or- 
der to bd “read" by a 
fortune teller, these are 
meant to jfoift foe rams 
of sig nific ation away 
fr&m foe 1 image itself 
and onto foe spectator. 

Saiamni Gallery af- 
fords a glimpse of ear- 
ly worts by renowned 
pioneering artists: ac- 
ademic oil paintings 
by Effat nagui, por- 

Moha^ed^N** 11 *’ faSfaSjS 

by Mobamed Nagm and Yonssef KamdT»- 

pressromst scenes from popular Ufe&7f£^eb 

A m\ponm\s by Ahmed Sabri amfltaid- 

scapes by Mahmoud Said 
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In two exhibitions, running concurrently in Cairo and Alexandria, 
and in a forthcoming book, to be published in France by Fata 
Morgana, Anna Boghiguian has been busy portraying the elusive 
world of Cavafy. Nigel Ryan spoke to the artist about what 
seems, to all intents and purposes, an ongoing concern 


sees, toe convening of the 6fli International 
Cavafy Symposium in Alexandria, an-ammal eivent itu»t 
has, in its retetxvefy. short history, -firmly established it- 
self on die city's cultural a genda, attracting- participants 
fixun across toe globe.- Last weekalso saw tW opening 
of an e xhibitio n of artworks by Anna Boghigcdao, based 
an the fife and work of the Alexandrian Greekpoet, 
winch will continue at Espace, in Cairo, mail 21 No- 
vember. In addition, and to coincide with the sym- 
posium itself the same artist will be exhibiting at the 
Cavafy Museum in Alexandria, showing works based on 
the apartment in which for close, on three decades Car 
vafjr lived and worked, the apartment that now houses 
toe museum bearing his nanny And included in (be Cai- 
ro exhibition are a number of works that wTTl farm the 
cons of an iOnsixated but very Knrited edition of selected 
poems by Cavafy, planned for early spring by Fata Mor^ 
gana, France’s leading publisher of arasts r books. 

There is, apparently, no getting away from Cavafy, 
certainly nbt for Anna Bogtriguian, who has spent much 
of the past year on work connected to toe poet Nat that 
she is toe tost artist to find Cavafy’s oeuvre inspiring — 
a great many have, mrinding David Hockney, who pro- 
duced 14 etehmga to illustrate poems, . pubnshed orig- 
inally in a limited edition in 1966 by Atecto Press, and 
the New York based Egypitoroaixto Ahmed- Marsi, a 
series of whose prints, Cayafy Smtei was widefyexldbit- 
ed in Egypt several years ago. Yet Hockney’s etchings, 
whatever else their merit*, really do notscem -fo Juve 
veay much to do with either Cavafy or Alexandria — the 
two are, after all, inseparable — and. the character who. 
wanders through his series of pints often looks, less like 
the fastidious, slightly precious Alexandrian, than a six- 
ties business man, lapels flapping, lie Hig , hair just a fit- 
tie too long. Ahmcd'Moari too appears, at.-least in his 
Cavafy Suite, to have been less interested in the details 
of eitfao- poems or life than in c ap t uri ng .something of 
toe mood of fee antique city to which Cavafy gave such 
elegant voice. Hence toe creaking statue stumbling 
across so many of fee-prints, more often than not pur- 
sued by a horse feat may or may not be Bucephalus. 
Aral when he doe* tackle imagery feat might conceiv- 
ably be drawn from Cavafy’s own poetry, it emerges in 
Cocteahesque sketches, pneumatic grilnre Inriting wist- 
felly oat to sea, ^ery Quercfle of Brest and a stab ar the 
kind of honraroticism.lhii&'S^ probably 

have avoided Eke thcptogj^Lfis 
were not inhabited ^ AE^M SS^my^irggib look- 
alikes. ' 

Anna Badurim, on. the. Other h»md , w ttgin y ia . » ht 
more soB^ ^a^ tecoatoructiaa of the nnfeau in- 
habited fry Cavafy, using tos_own house as a starting 
point for a great many offee pieces shown in fee Espace 
exhibition, and tor poetically -all toe images that wul be - 
co ntai ned in the Fata Morgana book. Not feat her ap- 
proach is in anyway documentary — fee house onLep- 
aas Street, now Soarm ElrSheikh Street; is practically 
empty of furniture. AH personal items are long gone, 
and only photographs remain to fill mutbe gaps. Bo- 
ghigedan’s, js a fir more convincing ren- 

dering fern feat undertaken by either Hockney or 
MotsL • ••■'■ 

When documentary evidence proves spame, pho- 
tographs unavailable, fee artist draws cm fee wraith 
of detail provided by fee poems. Her asm,- after all, 
is not one of archaeological reconstruction, or even 
of illustration, but to produce images feat at once 
complement both the test, a s she rea ds it, and fee 
koto of life Cavafy led, as understood m her reading 
offee poems. The details Cavafy himself provides 
can at ti mes be exhaustive, since fee poet was often 
himself attem p ting a reconstruction of the distant 
and mare recent past 
“This roam, how well I know ft-. 

The couch was herc,neartfae door, 
a Turkish catpet in froitt of ft. "• 

Close by, fee shdf wife two yellow vases. 

On fee right — - no opposite — a wardrobe with a 
m irror. . 

In the middle fee table where he wrote, 
and the three big wicker chairs. 

Beside fee window, fee bed 
where we made love so many times. 

They must still be around somewhere; those old 


18, but rally as a fictional character. And then 

- teter, in fee abates and early seventies, when I 
travelled in. Greece, I began to think about tom 
more; and read his poems again. And then I dis- 

- covered dial certain images he regularly used 
seemed to relate to my. own life, and my own 
traveib, and his evocation of Greek history, of Io- 
man . civilization in. southern- Turkey, say, was 
very Hke my own experience of southern Tur- 
key". 

■This perceived overlap in experiences encour- 
aged Anna Boghiguian to begin to attempt to 
trace not so much fee bfography-of fee poet but 
fee sources of feose expenences feat nright have 
,[ resulted in fee poems, an qtperentfy- tentative en- 
deavour but one which has, finally, resulted in 
two exhSntiteu and a bode. From Greece and 
southern Turkey fee returned, naturally, to Alex- 
andria, since it is Cavafy’s life m Alexandria, his 
. everyday experiences, mat inform fee poet’s own 
reconstruction of the Hellenistic world. She first 
visited fee Cavafy Museum when it was still a 
hotel, having been shown fee budding by Ma- 
dame Christina, proprietor- of the Alexandrian 
restaurant fee Elbe, and one of the few people re- 
mammg in fee city who still remembers Cavafy. 

" And as luck wouHhave it fee stayed in the room 
which, later fee was to discover, was the poet’s 
ownbednpom. Images of tins roam, and fee view 
from its window, feature prominently in fee ex- 
hOntion at Espace, drawn , firm both memory and 
made in situ, earlier tins year, when she spent 
several mrmftm Arfdwiigtii fhe tihwHim 

If feere is somefeing sfigMy obsessive in all of 
tins — booking into tbe Hotel Anrir, hardly the 
most salubrious of establishments^ sdnixply to feel 
closer to the man, sitting for weeks on end in his 
bedroom, endlessly drawing the same bed, fee 
same window, the mme rug — then perhaps this 
is what is necessary, tor Cavafy was himself 
something of an obsessive. He was aman of rou- 
tine, a man whose footsteps could be traced be- 
cause, according to Boghrguten, “he lived in a 
. triangle, following very set pattens. Evey day, 
in the 26 years he fired in Lepsius Street; you 
lo>ow bc r wfelked to his office, in fee Ministry of 
^$ite .now. occupied by the Metropole 
Hiring the Mwft down Sharia - - — - 
SuhraHussein and&rffya ZaghlouL Yon can fol- 
low fee route, and when yon come across a tobacco 
feop,'yon can believe that it is the tobacco shop about 
' winch he wrote. {”Htey stood among many others/ dose 
to a li ghte d tobacco shop window./ Their looks met by 
-chance/ and timidly, hahmgfy expressed/ fee illicit desire 
of their bodies^ Th en a few uneasy steps along fee 
street/ until they smiled, and nodded slightly™”] Whcfli- : 
er it is the tobacco shop or not doesn’t matter, ft might 
be, and feat is important. ” 

‘ The thing about Cavafy^ Boghigman insists, is feat -fee 



^nna Bogbignian’s Cavafy, a unequivocal reconstruction 


content It runs throughout his work, and I hope through- 
out my paintings.” 

■ Thus, fhe God abandons Antony not in some recreation 
of the Ptolemaic city, but beneath the balcony of a hotel 
room of fee Hotel Amir. It is from the bed in this room, 
appropriately enough fee largest piece of furniture in fee 
Cavafy Museum, that “fee voices/ —the exquisite music 
of feat strange procession" can be heard, and it is from 
this window that Antony bade farewell to the Alexandria 
he was losing. 


■ ’ ■ 







It is from such a wealth of details feat BogUgnten images of home: “Time’s gone by quickly/ since nine o’clock when I lit the lamp and sat down here. I’ve been sitting 
takes ho- clues, inserting two yellow vases, or a' -without reading/ without speaking. Completely alone In the house, who cook) I talk to?” 

Turkish rug, into the images fee is making, an 
oblique reference to one or another poem. 


It is a painstaking process that can res ult m no de- 
finitive st a te me m bm a scites of eqmvocak wmlring im- 
ages that can be altered as desired, as readings of fee 
poems change and the understanding of that most fu- 
gitive of entities, a fife, becomes de a rer or else fades. 
Yet it is a process tint has- kept Anna Bo ghi g ui an fas- 
cinated far ahno^ a year. 

Her interest m Cavafy though began, she soys, modi 

earlier. . 

“1 became aware of him first, 1 suppose, when I was 


actual details, fee pemidtity, quotidian biographical bits 
and pieces, do not really matter. He was too fastidious to 
be mired in the insiste n tly everyday, and his poetry, even 
his most explicit poetry, is far from canfessionaL 
. “Instead of letting. things be a one-night stand, a quick 
.pick-up, he wanted. them to be poems, and he made them 
poems. And itall happened ^ tm j>pit t ttw ?wf _ So 
’ sbotnd not Ite crude in' depicting the erotic element ofbis 
poetry. It was, after all, a subtle eroticism, and it is not 
restricted to just those poems wife an obviously sexual 


It is the bedroom tint Boghiguian chooses as the set- 
ting for her interpretation of The God Abandons Antony. 
The piece, included in fee Espace exhibition among the 
group of Fata Morgana illustrations, exemplifies her 
method, the chronological telescoping and inclusion of 
elements selected from the poet’s own life as a means to 
better illustrate the poems. The main, figures is based on a 
Graeco-Roman statue that photographs indicate was 
once in Cavafy's possession. The sftwiw itself is head- 
less, but Boghiguian paints cm a head, complete with tar- 


bouche, and dresses the whole thing in a khedival uni- 
form. The ancient and recent pasts collide in a single im- 
age that insists on the personal, and contemporar y , rel- 
evance of the poem. 

Sometimes, of course, fee approach is more il- 
lustrative, more textuafly driven, and there are pieces in- 
cluded in the current show that happily cite the poem 
they are intended to accompany. For Ammonis, Who 
Died at 29, in 610 , is one such piece, though significant- 
ly fee poem of the title ends with fee following quatrain: 

“Raphael, your verses, you know, should be written 
’ so they contain something of our life within them, 

so the rhythm, so every phrase clearly shows 

feat an Alexandrian is writing about an Alexandrian .” 

And thus it is wife this artist’s whole approach to Ca- 
vafy — an Alexandrian who writes always about an 
Alexandrian, always, though by no means directly, 
about himself 

Anna Boghiguian describes her own paintings, based 
cm Cavafy, as an attempt to synthesise fee peculiar mix 
of past and present, of history and personal memories, of 
life and poetry, that Cavafy made his own. The pictures 
constitute an attempt to define the boundaries of an 
imaginative world that refused the crude dictates of 
chronology, pr efe rrin g instead to enmesh the present in 
that past of which it is a part and to dignify experience 
by refusing, with perfect manners, any claim to dis- 
tinction, any pretension of uniqueness. The images 
themselves can at times be dense, working perhaps a tit- 
tie too hard to incorporate too much in too small a 
space. At their best, fanngh, these paintings manage to 
encapsulate fee elusive world feat Cavafy himself in- 
habited, a world demanding peculiar descriptions. These 
Boghiguian provides, and to doing so solidifies her own 
obsession into a very real achievement “Cavafy,” she 
insists, “can be read in many ways — back through ad- 
olescence, in youth and in old age. There is something 
very Homeric about him — he is a traveller, a voyager, 
through time and space.” 

The story, as a consequence, is unlikely to aid here. 

All quotations firm Cavafy's poetry are taken from C P 
Cavafy, Collected Poems, translated by Edmund Keeley 
and Philip Sherrard, Chatto and Windus, London, 1984. 

For details of the Espace exhibition, see Listings op- 
posite. A second exhibition of paintings and drawings by 
Anna Boghiguian will be shown at the Cavafy Museum 
in Alexandria (4. Sham El-Sheikh Street), from 14 to 25 
November; for more information, call die Foundation of 
Hellenic Culture : (03) 4821598. 


I have participated in all 
kinds of festivals, but, I must 
admit, I have never attended a 
festival of literature. This is 
why I was intrigued to read 
about the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival of Literature, which took 
place last mouth. 

The festival coincided with 
my visit to England, and 
though it was not on my tigfat- 
fy scheduled pr o gram me, I 
followed its activities closely. 
Chelte nham is a town in 
Gloucestershire which, ac- 
cording to the Daily Tele- 
graph , the sponsor of the fes- 
tival, is a spa town inhabited 
mostly by retired officers. It 
figures in a number of novels 
by Victorian writers such as 
Thackeray and Trollope, the 
latter using Qteltenham most 
memorably as a setting for 
The American Senator. 

What is truly revealing is 
the fact that inspite of tech- 
nological development in 
communications and the 
availability of a push button 
retrieval system, the Chelten- 
ham Festival still attracts tens 
of thousands who flock in to 
watch and listen to their fa- 
vourite writers. It seems feat 
nothing can rally replace 
face-to-face communication. 
Fox the authors, the festival is 
not only an appropri ate venue 
for launching a new book, hut 
also gives them immediate ac- 
cess to fee responses of their 
readership. 

Going through the festival 
pr og ramm e I was awed by the 
divezsity of novelists, satir- 
ists, comedy writers, crime 
and detective writers and so 
on. Refreshingly, an entire 
session was devoted to cook- 
ery books. 

The festival focused this 
year on women authors rnA 
their work, and some of fee 
issues that came up for dis- 
cussion were “What ever hap- 
pened to feminism?” and “Is 
there such a thing as women’s 
fiction?” One critic confident- 
ly asserted that we look at his- 
tory through woman-tinted 
spectacles and glean rare in- 
sight from women’s accounts 
of ware, travel and the stress- 
es of family fife. Among fa- 
mous women writers who at- 
tended die event were JiHy 
Cooper, Antonia Fraser, Dor- 
is Lessing and Ruth RendeQ, 
whfle their male counter-parts 
included Stephen Fiy, Julian 
Barnes, John Mortimer and 
Harokl Pinter. 

Beside the personal tes- 
timonies, a number of general 
lectures were given. The fa- 
mous theatre actress Fiona 
Slraw gave the nnrnml Shake- 
speare lecture; while Cam- 
bridge professor Gillian Beer 
discussed George Eliott. Ac- 
cording to fee Daily Tele- 
graph , Beer is only fee third 
woman in 28 years to give the 
lecture — “an imbalance that 
calls out to be redressed.” 
What characterised this 
year’s festival was the organ- 
isation of what one might call 
“theme days”, in other words 
days devoted to speci fic sub- 
jects. There was a day for 
comedy writing as well as a 
history day. 

An interesting event was 
one that explored the re- 
lationship between paintings 
and hooks, featuring a debate 
between the artist Tom Phil- 
lips, fee art connoisseur 
George Melly and Hillary 
Spurting who is working on 
the life of Matisse. In this 
context Beryl Barnbridge, a 
novelist and {winter, talked 
about her novel and last paint- 
ing, both inspired by the fate 
of the Titanic. 

One thing worth men- 
tioning here is the festival- 
withm-arfestrval for children 
where not only books were 
shown, writers gave talks, but 
workshops for aspiring chil- 
dren writers were held. There 
were over 30 events for chfl- 
drezt, including puppet shows 
and, more conventionally, 
party games. 

A festival 1 can only regret 
not having a tt ended, fee Chel- 
tenham Festival of Literature 
appears to be yet another 
piece of evidence feat what- 
ever technology brings us to 
fee way of communication, 
there is nothing like fee print- 
ed word. 

Mursl Saad El-Din 


Among the cities 


Drifting Cities , Stratis Tslrkas, tr. Kay Cicellis. Athens: Kedros, 1995 


The re-issuing of this translation is a major event 
far literary people, for hwunHwng offee Middle East 
during tito socond wodd war, and above all for am- 
« ateuxs of fee l i ter a t u re of Alex a n dri a. An Alex- 
andrian Greek bom and feed, fee fete Stratis Tsrr- 
kas published his muurmieutel trilogy in Athens 
between 1960 and 1965. A Frrach translation won 
a critical pi« for die trilogy as “best foreign nov- 
el” in Paris in 1971; and Kay CScdfisVttemendoaa 
English translation was issued by Knopf in New 
York in 1974. - m ' m 

That year Tnxkas co mck l CTt alfy pnbEshcd 

the second of Ins two important critical books an 
Canfy,T1tePtditical.Cav^ r mvbachlte^vdaq» 

the thesis feat fee great poet was deeply interested 
in c ur rent Alexandrian political issue* before 1911, 

■ . • • ... ji rti. ii. ■■■ oriiT fi hmvv. 


wm 

Tsirkas' over-riding preoccupation and ac- 
counts for bofe fee strength and the weakness of 
Drifting Cities. ■ 

Tins tide itself is not metaphysical, hot political 
in meaning, as is aystal dear in fee Greek original: 
ir was a *reat anriatt'Hdkmc poet, AJcaeiK, after 
nll, who actually invented fee metaphor of me stop 


of state. And eloquent epigraphs from fee political 
poems of a great modem Hellenic poet, George Scf- 
eris, emphasise feat Tsirkas 'saw hnnself as woric- 
Jng, Cavafy-sfyle, in very long efhmc/fiterary tradi- 
tion of political tximmenlaiy.' Tte trilogy is a 
monument to many-thmgs, but most specifically to 
an eramGreek politics that most of the rest of the 
worid has now forgotten — ■ an era of heroism and 
of the basest and most hypocritical intrigue, when 
. modem Greece itseJf was occupied first by Gcnnan, 
.. then by British troops. . 

- Drifting Cities is in fact a tale of three cities. Je- 
rusalem, w Mfy and' June of 1942, is the mmor set- 
ting of “The Chib” fee' first volume, completed in 
I960; Cairo, between December 1942 and July 
1943, is fee major setting of “Ariagne”, fee second, 
connected in 1962; and Alexandria, between Sep- 
tember 1943 and September 1944, is fee major set- ' 
ting of “The Bat”, published in 1965. But it is dif- 
ficult to conceive of tbese books as in any way 
separable from haw, - another. Unified by recurrent 
motifs, characters, and fee personal stories of Mar 
nos, an Alexandrian Greek communist, of his coL 

ourfol extcnded femiiy, and of Nancy, fee Scottish 
peeress who' becomes his lover and collaborator, 


Drifting Cities must be thought of 
as one single enormous work. Ul- 
timately it is not unlike an Athe- 
nian tragedy, in which the con- 
clusive action on stage only refers 
to or suggests fee catastrophe tak- 
ing place out of right 
It is Alexandria, the setting for 
much of this conclusive action, 
feWt Tsirkas knew best And his 
Greek version of Alexandria is a 
wonderful antidote to Lawrence 
Darrell’s decadent and bookish 
“city of memory,” a British-run 
sexual utopia from which “na- 
tives” are virtually excluded. 
Much more true to Life, T si rk as’ 
Alexandria contains not only a 
tow real Eevutians. but also work- 



mopotitan only in the smse feat many different cth- 
jric cxmminnmes inhabit it at fhe same time, living 
more or less separately from one another, none of 
feem in fact permanent. 

Tsirkas quotes with approval as one of his Greek 


characters recalls what he was told 
by Ahmed Urabi himself: “You’re 
guests in this country. Our people 
nave waked up, and they want to 
be masters in their own house. 
Don’t be fool enough to trust fee 
British. They try to pass as your 
protectors, but when they don't 
need you any more, they’ll slip fee 
noose around your necks and sell 
you cheap. If you know what's 
good for you, keep your eyes 
open. We like you, we don't mind 
you being here. But as guests, not 
as bosses.” 

Readers who are bored by pol- 
itics, and especially by the in- 
tricacies of political argu- 
mentation or manoeuvre, may reel 
inr.liii«l (o those Sections of 

Drifting Cities that involve nothing else, to tins re- 
gard, oven one of Tsirkas* own characters remarks 

that “all ideologies, always, have been intolerant”; 
a ryl Nancy tells Marios ™* his fanaticism has left 
him “dried out” as a lover. For literary people, on 


fee other hand, the trilogy offers an over-plus of 
twrhnirwi in t e rest Tsirkas was brilfiant in his con- 
ception of literary form and of how novels in par- 
ticular work; and bis varied manipulation of such 
ordinary instruiiieuls as point-of-view is ex- 
traordinary. He is among the tiny handful of practi- 
tioners, for example, to employ successfully and at 
length the second-person point-of-view, by all odds 
the rarest in narrative literature. The emotional ef- 
fects he aims at also have their political dimension 
and never fal- 

Their success way well be largely due to Cicellis’ 
translation, which is impressive, with only a few ob- 
vious fumbles due to over-anglicising: ft is difficult 
to recognise the Rue des Soeures, for example, in a 
locution like “Nuns Street" or fee Description de 
l Egyptc to a “Description of Egypt” The sub- 
stitution of some invented “sycamores near Bab al- 
Khalq,” on fee other hand, for what ghmiM obvi- 
ously be the old banyans south of Fumm El-Khalig 
must be blamed on faulty memory in Tsirkas him , 
self, who obviously knew Cairo far less intimately 

than be knew his own Alexandria. 

Reviewed by John Rotkmbeck 
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14 - 16 November 1996 


FOR SALE 

FOR INVESTMENT COMPANIES AND BUSM33MEN 
A VILuOoFRCE AND SHOWimiKfflOUND FLOOR 
OVERLOOKING OROUBA ST. HEUOPOUS 
TCLS77865 -4151770 

FURMSHB) SUPBT DELUXE FLATTO LET. NILE FACADE. 
CLOSE TO CAffK) SHERATON. 3 BSWOOMS 
Hmmmm^VEL5m)73 
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PRESIDENT Hosts Mubarak opened the three- 
day MENA conference in which Egypt participat- 
ed with a delegation headed by Dr. Kamal 0- 
Ganzouri, Egyptian prime minister; Amr Moussa, 
the Egyptian fbreign minister is the deputy head of 
the delegation. 

The conference inducted seven open meetings 
and 30 other meetings to discuss definite topics. 
There was one day devoted to reviewing projects 
proposed by Egypt 

Money and Business provides, as a service to 
its readers, highlights of the summit's programme. 

Tuesday, 12 November 

1 1 .30am - 1 .30pm Opening session. 

4 - 5.30pm Sessions and project introduction: 

- The government's role in creating an at- 
mosphere attractive to investment 

- Growth and economic development through 
fee expansion of Industrial isation. 

- Detailed analysis of the Palestinian economy. 

Wednesday, 13 November 

800 - 9.00am Breakfast 

9.30 - 10.30am Sessions: 

• The economic donate: Politics and reforms 
needed to create an investor-friendly environ- 


ment 

11.00am- 1Z30pm Introduction of projects. 

- The relationship between human resources 
and economic poOdes. 

- Peace and diminishing competitiveness: 
Business poftoes of multi-national companies. 

- Structural reform and reform policies in the 
region. 

■ Special session for small and m«£um-«cale 


3.00 - 4.00pm Sessions: 

• Euro-Mediterranean partnership. 

- How to make projects succeed. 

-The role and competitiveness of banking. 

- Special sessions tor small and mecfium- 
scafe projects. 

- Businessmen's role In economic develop- 
ment in the Mddte East and North Africa. 

Thursday, 1 4 November 

8.00 - 9.30am Regional co-operation. 

9.30 -11. 00am Investment opportunffies, po- 
tential , and challenges. 

11.00am - 1.00pm Seasons and workshops 
in parallel. 

5.30 -7.00pm Concluding sessions. 
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MENA CAIRO 
ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 

DELEGATES IN EGYPT 


Bank of Alexandria: 
Enhancing investment 


THE CONVENING of the 
MENA economic summit 
came as a triumph for the ef- 
forts of the nation as it tries 
to create a favourable In- 
vestment climate, attracting 
both local and International 
investors, with the goal of in- 
creasing production within 
the framework of the ec- 
onomic reform programme. 
Within this framework. Bank 
of Alexandria has imple- 
mented a successful stra- 
tegic plan towards boosting 
the privatisation process. 


This is reflected positively by 
offering a toil range of tradi- 
tional banking services, as 
well as innovating new ser- 
vices within Its wide network 
of banks scattered through- 
out the world. 

The bank is also founding 
a centre in conjunction with 
the Swift international net- 
work, which will convey the 
needs of local and foreign in- 
vestors with state-of-the-art 
technology within its network 
of 180 branches located all 
around the globe. 




**v.i - .v .or : ... . : 

TVE MENA economic summit concluded 
with numerous proposals for small, medium, 
and large-scale projects. The bank's chair- 
man, Essam B-Oin B-Ahmacfi, said that the 
bank presented no less that 17 proposal for 

prefects at the confemece, in a wide range 
of fields, designed to fffl the nation's needs. 

Below is a fist of some these projects, with 
their location and purpose: Esaam 

— Suez Company for Cement, Qatamia, io-Ahm*dI 
Suez Cement products and other materials. 

— EMrtfetaniya fix Navigation, Alex- 
andria Owning, buying, selling, leasing and operating vessels. 

— Egyptian Workers Bank, Ma'arouf, Cairo. Banking activities 
for commercia l and investment harries. 

— Arab International Company for Hotels and Tourism, Ramses 
Hiton Casino and Annex Sonesta Port Saki. Afi activities related 
to establishing, owning and managing hotels and real estate. 

— Sakara Tourist Co "Sakata Touristic Vffiage", 12km north of 
Safega City. Establishing full touristic project 

— Universal Company of Touristic Investment, 1191 Comiche 
El-f®, Cairo. AH activities related to tourism and hotels investment 

— EI-NDe Company for Hotels and Tourism — Private Sector, 
Oasis Hotel, Cairo-Alexandria Road. Investment in both hotels 
and tourist activities. 

— IsmaSa Touristic Company, Ismaffla AH kinds of touristic ac- 
tivities. 

— Taba Touristic Development Co.Taba AH activities related to 
towism and hoteb tovestment Co. 

— Al-Rowad Company for Tourism, Cato. AH activities related 
to estab l ishing, owning, managing projects in tourism, hotels, tour- 
istic vilages, restaurants, floating hotels, motels, entertainment, 
sports and recreational projects. 


Keem Electric 

Activities Include but not Limited to : 

* Wind and Solar Energy & Heaters 

* Water Treatment & Cathodic Protection 

* Electrical & Environniental Measuring Eqo. 

* NI-CD Batteries & Graphite Plates 

* Copper Steel Tubes and Sections 

19 El Karim Sl Zaitoun. 11331 Cairo 
P.OBox 72 Hadyek H Qnbba 11331 Cairo 
Tel :+20-2- 2590326 - 2563008 Fax: +20-2-2561 168 
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S lOOmn issued and 
paid-up capital 


Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt 

SA.E. 

provides ail the financing required for all 
projects and all other banking services 

• Current and investment accounts in local and foreign 
currency 

• External banking services through a correspondents network 
worldwide 

• Sale and purchase of stocks 

• Renting safes in all branches 

• Automatic teller machine services, 24 hours daily, also in 
holidays: 

Deposit and withdraw of cash - Deposit of cheques 
Transference of balance and bank books 
Investment Trustees Services 

• Acting as an agent on behalf of clients 

• Establishing companies and receiving subscriptions 

• Forming owners bodies in housing projects 

• Following up implementation of projects and financial 
supervision 

• Marketing of property 

• Holding exhibitions locally and abroad 

• Managing clients’ properties 

Head Office and Cairo Branch 1113 Comich El Nil Cairo 
Tel:57531 09/57531 65/5750947/777 1 43 
Branches: 

Cairo/Ghamra/Azhar/Ueliopolis/ < 

Dokki/Assiut/Sohag/AJexandria/Damanhour/ 
MahaJIa/Mansoura/T anta/Benha/Suez 


CAIRO MAIN BRANCH 
151MOHAMED FARID ST., CAIRO - EGYPT, 
TEL'(202)391 27 1 1/3919779 
E-mail Address: staff@BanqueMisr.com 
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Bank of Alexandria 
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All the banking services, facililies 
and financing required by the 
economic conference delegates 
through Bank of Alexandria 


Branch 


at the Cairo Conference Centre 
during the conference 
(12-14 No. 1996) 


‘Bonk.of Alexandria : 
Tfo integrated banking 


Networking Products 


PCs|& Peripherals 
Computer Systems 


AND THEIR AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR IN A.R.E. 


A 
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Welcome Official Delegates 
and Businesmen in Cairo for 
the MENA Cairo Economic Conference 


OBASCOM: 160, 26th July 'St,, Agouza 
Tel: 3046131/2/3/4/5 Fax: 3442615/3440201 
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14-20 November 1996 


IDBE: Promoting Egyptian industry 


THE INDUSTRIAL Development of Egypt 
(IDBE) started activity in 1976 as a spectal- 

bed bank. The purpose of the bar* Is to pror 

mote the Egyptian Industry In general, the prE 
vate and cooperative sectors ki particular/ and 
to prowte assistance^ artisans and sraaff In- 
dustrialists as wefl as carrying out Itiair bank- 
ing services. 

Achievements of IDBE from .1 August 1976 
to 30 June 1996: 

— IDBE approved Joans amounting to 
LE4.3 bBiion and benefited 24.691 fmgacte 


operating ki diflerent lrKlustriar sectors. . 

. — The totaTinvestment ' costs of the projects 
financed, by IDBE artoimted to LE69 bSSon. 
.These projects repSsed. about LE2.7 billion in 
vahie added. aid created 288J2 thousand 
new employment opportunities. 

— IDBE approved loans to small-scale pro- 
jects. amoartBngto LE18 Niton and accounted 
tor 43 per’ cent of die loans approved by the 
bank 

— Total IDBE bans to prefects In newty- 
estabfished cities amounted to LE1.1 bfifion. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OF EGYPT 
(IDBE) 




hosting of .. ^ 


more than 85 countries 
taking part at the 
MENA Cairo Economic 
. • Conference 


Our range of services includes: 


projects . '"-‘V 

•Acting as financial middleman between arab a nd 
international monetary foundations 
Acting as a middleman and a guarantor between the 
Soda! Development Fund and small-scale projects 
Providing loans at soft terms 
1 Participating in devdoping ne w urban societies 
through tbe bank’ stanches : , 

Head Office: l 10 GalaaSt, Cairo 

TeL-779188/779087 Fax:765938 



IFC invests in Egypt’s first leasing company 


The International Finance Corporation (IFC) met with 3s joint ven- 
ti*e partners in Cairo on 14 November to proceed with the setting 
up of CRUX Leasing Egypt (OLE), the country's fist leasteg com- 
pany. OLE wflJ offer lease trance teciiSes to industrial and other 
sectors of the economy, enabfing small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) to grow and expand their operations. 

- Present at-the meeting were Messers Andrti Hovaguimian, tti- 
rector. Central Asia, Mkkfle Fast aid North Africa, IFC; Mahmoud 
Abdel-Aziz, chairman of the National Bank of Egypt, fha largest, 
gewemmerftewned, commercial bank in Egypt; Mr Add B-Labban, 
chairman erf the Command In te rnational Investment Company, 
the merchant banting ami of the Commensal International Bar* of 
Egypt, the country's leading private sector bank; Mr Yoshio Ono. dE . 
rector, 'international headquarters, ORIX Cor p or ati o n , Japan, the 
woriefs teaefirg spedafised leasing conglomerate and Mr Humayist 
hAsad, managing director, ORIX Leasing PatistOT looted, a sut>- 
skfiaryof ORIX Corporation of Japan. 

OLE wfll serve the needs of a broad base of clients who require 
medium and tong termteandal leases tor capital goods, tedufing 
plants and machinery, office ecpjfexnent and transportation ve- 
hicles. It wB introduce a flexible financkig instrument allowing en- 
terprises to benea Horn fuB finaidng as weO as a schedule of lease 
payment OLE wiB have a strong impact on the country's finandaJ 
system by extending aid snprovtng credit delivery. 

‘ The InvestmentwflJ play a pioneering role in the establishment of 
a leasing industry In Egypt and the'devdopment of the productive 


KEEM Bedric began its activates 13 years ago. Dung tivs fine, we 
establis h ed a high reputation n the field as a serious company, fbE 
lowing up on our customers year round. 

Our acflvtfes have since expanded to meet the requirements of the 
E gypfian market Recentiy, we have begui a jotit project to man- 
ufactore metical disposables n New Bog B-ArabCHy. KeamBec- 
ttew fehte totiseuM Aether cooperation wih other companies. 


The most efficient solar energy systems 

AT THE Egyptian Solar Energy System Company, we desisyi, man- 
utactoreoid rtsfafl sotar hot water systems for domestic uses, hos- 
pftab^ictBls, tourist vBages, ob 

Oir production has been tested by (he new and renewable energy 
authorities of the Mnisiiy of Energy and Electricity and proved to 
hare the highest soiartaefion among a2 systems produced n Egypt 
Ourfactory is locatedat 6 Octoba CSy, one of thefastesEgroweig 
industrial zones h Egypt 


Environmental solutions are our concern 

THlSlSthepoposethat HYMA/GSE Lining 
Technology Co was founded on, to make a 

positive contribution to national projects tor 

file sake of the Egyptian environment and 
fiie welfare of the Egyptian people- 
The company was founded in June 1996 
between two of the largest cofrpaiies work- 

bU in the field, HYMAPfeistW HYMA Fban 
of Egypt and fiie American company GSEJ Mahmoud Ayoab, 
Gundte/SLTEn w ronmental Com parry. Inc. m * nJ * ecr 

HYMA Plastic/ HYMA Foam is considered 
one of the largest comparaes operating in the fiekJ of plastics and 
flms of al sorts, manufactured at 9s factory in Giza. GSE is also a 
pioneering company in fiie same field, with headquarters located in 
(he Unted Stales, Germany and the United Kingdom. HYMA/GSE 
produces intog and insUafion sheets made of high-densBy poly: 
qBiytene'(tfX%j'aocordfag to American standard apeefcatfan s at 
fe factory to Abu Rawash, Giza, wte 100'percent Egyptian labour. 
The fisdai^softhe sheets rangerfiom 400 microns to 5mm. 


private sector,* said IFCs Mr Hovaguimian. “It wfll also support the 
needs of small and medium enterprises, which are fiie man engbie 
for economic growth.* 

The new company is expected to be capRaDssd at LE20 mi&on 
(US$69 iraUton equivalent) and the shareholders are expected to 
provide long-term funding of approximately US$15 mfiDon IFCs fi- 
nancing package wB consist of a loan for fts own account of up to 
^miion and equity participation of up to LE3mffion (US$0.88 mi- 
ton equivalertf) or 15 pa cert of the company’s prelected capita. 


CAIRO^ 

^S/\ 

MWA iHMiw ii 


Your Calculator 

For Banks, Companies, Stores, Advertising 
Companies, Businessmen And Students 


THE WORLD 


COUNTS 



■ One year warranty. ■ Available at big libraries 

When you come to boy make .snre f/fWViU hraiid is there 

Sole Dstribotor required in Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco 


ITC TAWAKKOL, AGENT IN EGYPT AND NORTH AFRICA 
CAffiO f TEL:2978499/ 2978869 Fax:2979190 



High Profile ... Sound Presence 


in 


MENA Conference 

Role in Stimulating the Egyptian Economy 


Promoting 13 projects in the Conference, embracing all economic fields. 

Total investment costs amount to L.E. 9.8 bn., to be covered through capital, loans, 
and technical assistance. 

Enhancing investments via equity participations of L.E. 2.1 bn. in 158 projects 
with a total capital of L.E. 17 bn. 

Providing loans and credit facilities for all projects promoted in the Conference. 
Extending promotion and establishment services to all forms of economic activities. 


Consistent Performance in Dynamic Times 


The National Bank of Egypt,: 1187 Comiche El Nile, Cairo, P.OJBox 1161 1 
Tel.:5748146 Fax.:5747168 Tlx.:20046-92238 
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View from the Citadel 

Travellers’ book guide 


The Citadel revealed 

Michael Stock reviews William LysteTs, The Citadel of Cairo, History and Guide, and puts it to a practical test 


77k? Citadel of Cairo, History and 
Guide , by w illiam Lyster, as the 
name suggests is divided into two 
distinct parts. The history section out- 
lines Egypt’s conte m por a ry history, 
white the guide section takes one on 
a walking tour of the Citadel, point- 
ing out the important landmar ks The 
book is generously and appropriately 
illustrated in colour arid contains 
clear supporti n g maps. 

The historical section of Lyster’s 
Citadel is remarkable for its read- 
ability and scope. The author re- 
counts the archaeological history of 
this vast and 'many layered' construc- 
tion, giving detailed architectural de- 
scriptions. At the same rime he de- 
scribes the dynastic history of Egypt 
and its neighbouring states. Lyster ac- 
complishes this difficult feat with 


clarity and lucidity. 

Approaching such a large and com- 
plex structure, with its convoluted 
layout, marry museums and show- 
pieces, is not an easy endeavour. The 
need to draw attention not only to 
what is visible on the surface, but 
also to what remains unseen in the 
past, is a chall enge that mi ght daunt a 
leas ambitious man. Yet Lyster has 
done this and, at the same time, man- 
aged to incorporate some fascinating 
anecdotal references in his text. The 
result is what may be the most con- 
cise, informative «nd i n terest i ng his- 
tory of Egypt, under Islam, available 
to the lay reader. 

In 639 the Arab general. Amr Tbn 
Al-Aas, took over Egypt by defeating 
the forces of the Easton Roman 
(Byzantine) Emp ire who, with their 


predecessors from Rome, had ruled 
the country for almost 700 years. 
Along with General Al-Aas came Is- 
lam, and through the next 500 years 
its followers gradually established a 
series of settlements under Abbasid 
and Fatimid rulers that culminated in 
the founding of El-Qahira, the walled 
city which later became known as 
Cairo. 

In 1171, a Kurd, known in the West 
as Salaheddm, arrived on the scene. 
After abolishing Fatimid rule, he es- 
tablished Egypt, first as part of the 
Turkish empire, and then as his own 
domain. To control and protect his 
extensive capital, Salaheddm ordered 
the construction of a massive citadel 
on a spur of the Muqattam hills over- 
looking die city. For the last 800 
years, this structure, intermittently en- 


larged, modified, partially destroyed 
and rebuilt, Hag dominated the skyline 
to the east of Egypt’s capital. It sur- 
vived and developed throughout the 
Ayyubid, Mameluke, Ottoman and 
French-rule eras. In modem times, un- 
der the rule of Mohamed Ali and his 
Egyptian dynasty, the British occupa- 
tion and as a present-day tourist at- 
traction, it has retained its dignity and 
stature. 

The Citadel of Cairo concludes with 
seven pages of comprehensive Bib- 
liography, Acknowledgments, a useful 
Glossary of Arabic and Ottoman ter- 
minology and an Index. 

The Citadel of Cairo, History and 
Guide by William Lyster is published 
by The Palm Press and is available at 
all major bookshops: LE30. 


Putting Lyster to the test 


Well briefed from my reading of the historical section 
of The Citadel of Cairo, I chose a perfect day, with 
clear blue rides, good visibility and warm but not too 
bot sunshine, and set out from Mi dan El-Tahrir to put 
Lyster” s ‘guide’ to the test 

1 knew where I was going, but how to get there was 
a dile mma in itsel£ I had not reckoned with the inr 
adequacy of my Arabic pronunciation and the con- 
sequent inability to convey my needs to my taxi driv- 
er. Neither “Midan Salah ad-Din” nor ‘*Midan El- 
Rumayla” meant anything to this man and requests for 
die mosques of Sultan Hagan and El-Rife 'i were met 
with equally blank stares. “The Citadel” obviously 
was not understood and a hasty thumbing through 
Lyster's book filled to remind me of the Arabic wand 
"El-Qala’a”. But we got there eventually. 

Walking up the street between the El-Rife’i and Sul- 
tan Haasaa mosques, I was pleased to see how this 
road has improved since it was enclosed with gates at 
both ends. Passing out into the midan below the Cit- 
adel, 1 crossed to the central pedestrian area which had 
been recently fece-lifted with marble steps and low 
walls but bad already fallen into decaying neglect 
again. I looked up at the tower structure before me 
and the imposing Bab H-Azab. 

What a pity that this gate is not open! I set off to 
walk up the road to Bab El-Gadid — not a pleasant 
experience — and was disappointed to find that, in- 


explicably, 1 could not cut off a large comer by using 
the steps of the Ramp Road to Bab El-Gadid due to a 
locked gate. 

Pursuing the filthy mam road, I eventually readied 
the Citadel entrance where, fortunately, conditions im- 
proved quite markedly. Guide in hand, I followed Lys- 
ter’s route mid learned something new at almost every 
step. The entire area within the Citadel walls has been 
vastly improved since 1 was last there. Roads are clean 
and free of obstructions, signs are many and accurate, 
the few setters of postcards and papyrus are not over- 
persistent and very few young boys ask for baksheesh. 

It was, however, disappointing to find several areas, 
including the Cafe, Him of Fire Engines and Military 
Prison closed to the public for no apparent reason. Ac- 
cess to the latter was only possible on ‘request’ far 
which a tip was expected. 

In contrast, the staff at the Gawhara Palace were 
particularly helpful and nan-intrusive. I was dis- 
appointed to find that Bir Yusuf although accessible 
by scrambling over rubble, was firmly shut off from 
view. While I can understand that reasons of safety 
might preclude public access to the lower levels of 
this impressive feat of medieval engineering; a view 
from the upper platform, supplemented by lighting 
within the shaft, could be both impressive and safe. 

A further disa ppoin tment, and irritation, was to find 
that entrance to the Northern Enclosure, containing 



among other features the Mosque of Sulayman Pasha, 
The Carriage Museum and the eady (Ayyubid) Walls, 
could only be obtained by paying an additional fee of 
LEI0. What is the reason for this? 

The Citadel is an impressive complex c o nt aini ng a 
Royal Palace, Military Fortress, Garrison Town and 
some outstanding religious architecture. It offers the 
best view, on a clear day, of one of the earliest foun- 
dations in the Islamic world, which has grown into 
cne of the largest cities in modem times. To ap- 
preciate its features and its place in Egypt’s history, 
William Lyster’s book is without equal. 



Only Singapore Airlines offers three exclusive B747 fights weekly to Sitgapore, every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday. From Changi Airport, voted the world's best aitpon, Singapore 
Airlines ofoa 53 weekly Bighc p six rites in Japan - ftihmln.Hi nWihm Nagoya 

Osaka, Sendai and Tokyo. And , of course, only Singapore Airlines offers 
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Announces 


Sale of 34*200 
a 38% 

Chloride 

. Owned 
for. Batteries 
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To strategic buyers through a 
competitive bidding process 
(Dates to be announced soon) 

Financial Advisors 
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Background Information 


n 


Company Name: 

Chloride Egypt S-AJ3. 

Legal Status: 

Shareholding Company established 
under Law No. 43 of 1974 amended by 
Law No. 230 of 1989. 

Year of Incorporation: 1 980 
Fiscal year end: 

March 31st 

Authorized & Paid-in Capital: 

T.F.Q milli on 


Number of Shares: 

9,000 shares (not listed oo the stock exchange) 
Par value/ share: LEI 00 

Company operations: 

Manufacture of car and industrial 
batteries, including batteries used in 
trains, communication and computers 
under the brand name Chloride through a 
licensing agreement with Chloride UJC 
Factory and Head Offices: 

Aba Rawash Industrial Area (30km north of Cairo) 


• Prospectus and bid documents to be purchased from ti ic Commercial International 
Bank/Commercial International Investment Company at a date to be announced soon. 


• ■ - FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


(IN LE 000‘S) 
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NOTHS PAYABLE 

4.797 

M16 
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11.048 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

6,433 
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INCOME STATEMENT 
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A ADMINISTRATION 
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For more in formation please ennfa^ 

Bank/Commercial International Investment Company 

21/23 Charles De Gaulle St, (previously Giza St) 

5th Floor 
Giza, Egypt 

Telephone: 5701949 — 5731541 — 5691854 

Fax: 5703172 — 5702691 
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Sports 15 


Egypt 

routs Namibia 


10 African qualifying matches for the World Cup were 
played over the weekend. The Egyptian national soccer 
team were the most convincing winners, outlasting Namibia 
7-1 . inas Mazhar reviews the weekend’s fixtures 


Amidst a high spectator turn oat at Cairo Stadium 
last Friday afternoon, the Egyptian rationa? soccer 
team routed Namibia 7-1 in Group Q in a one-sided 
game completely dominated by the hosts. Ac- 
cording to AFP All Maher, a professional player in 
Saudi Arabia, grabbed his first goal in ahat-trick 25 
seconds into the matrv scoring the fastest grml of 
the qualifi cations 

Ahmed Hasson followed suit with «nnrti<»r in the 
12th minute , before Maher scoring *g*in sunk 
Egypt’s third goal hi the 15th mhmh> Namibia’s 
only goal came in the 25th m i gn ^ i * when FHptew Shi-- 
vute scared. Ibrahim Haawi n»nrfgifr »d the first-half 
st the 35th minute by giving Egypt its fourth goal. 

As be began scoring in the first-half; so Maher 
started the secoad-hahT scoring his hat-trick and 
Egypt’s fifth goal in the 70th minute. Veteran Hos- . 
sam Hassan, the twin brother of Ib rahim, helped - 
himself to a couple of kte goals in die 73itf, ana 84 
minutes to give the Egyptians their 7-1 victory over 
Namibia. 

T u nisia confirmed that they will pose the biggest 
threat to the Pharaohs with a 1-0 away win over Li- 
beria, who staged the match in Accra, Ghana- Li- 
beria, who was to host, has been virtually destroyed 
by civil war. 

In Group II, the next fixtures are scheduled as fol- 
lows; Namibia vs Liberia on 1 1 Jan, 1997, and Tu- 
nisia against Egypt on 12 Jan- 

Mean while in Group I, Nigeria struggled to over- 
come Burkina Faso 2-0 in Lagos despite fielding 
nine members of their winning Olympic h»«tp and 
recalling forward Rashidi Yeknd following a two- 
year absence. 

Turkish based Daniel Amokachi scored twice in 


the second-half for tbc Group I 
favourites, who missed a pen- 
alty arid struggled to subdue a 
team that packed the mid-field. 

Guinea, considered the na- 
tion most capable of troubling 
Nigeria’s Super Eagles, re- 
covered after conceding a sev- 
enth-minute goal to 
Giant Killers of Kenya 3-1 in 
Conakry. Mzke Okafh, the sole 
professional in the team’s line- 
up, gave new coach Reinhard 
Fabisch a timely boost with his 
decisive goal to follow up 
those of Aboubacar Thrt Ca- 
mara and Fode Camara to turn 
toe tide before half-time. 

The group's next fixtures are 
scheduled as follows; Kenya vs 
Nigeria on 10 Jan, and Burkina 
Faso vs Guinea an 12 Jan, 

1997. 

in Group m, Congo claimed Hat-trick A0 Maher sweeping towards the Namibian goal 
another World Cap victim with 



a 1-0 victory over Zambia as the battle to r e p resent 
Africa at tiie 1998 finals intensified at the weekend. 
Zambia is c u rre ntly ranked No ll in Africa by the 
world governing body FIFA. Philemon Masinga 
slammed a cross into the net after 72 minutes to 
give the slug gi sh South Africans a 1-0 victory over 
under-strength Zaire in Johannesburg. 

Tbe group’s next fixtures are scheduled to take 
place on 12 Jan, with Zambia vs Sooth Africa, and 
Zaire vs Congo. 


A Group IV clash saw Angola defeat Zimbabwe 
2-1 in Luanada with goals from Fabrice Maieco and 
Antoni o Alves. Veteran goalkeeper Bruce Grob- 
belaar, who has relinquished coaching duties to Scot 
Ian Porterfield saved a first-half penalty kick from 
Alves. Zimbabwean Adam Ndlovu, pulled one goal 
back with 30 minutes left and the Warriors came 
close to levelling in tbe closing stages. 

Cameroon launched their challenge for a record 
third consecutive finals appearance with an im- 


pressive 4-2 victory in Togo, where 
Alphonso Tchami scored two early 
goals. Franck Fiawoo reduced ar- 
rears after half-time only for the In- 
domitable Lions to inflict further 
punishment through European- 
based professionals Patrick Mbowa 
and Jean Jacques Misse-Misse. 

Cameroon races Angola, and Zim- 
babwe plays Togo in tbe next fix- 
tures on 12 Jan. 

Ghana got a fright in Group V, be- 
fore bolding Gabon 1-1 in their en- 
counter. Inspired by experienced 
mid-fielder Abedi Pele, the Black 
Stars dominated for long periods in 
Libreville only to fell behind after 
70 minutes to a goal from substitute 
Tbeodre Nguema. 

Pele, the former African footballer 
of the year who recently quit rel- 
egated I talian club Torino for Mu- 
nich in Germany, head e d the equa- 
liser two minutes Later. 

Morocco struck three times within 
eight minutes to complete a 4-0 triumph over Sierra 
Leone, who were drafted in when economic sanc- 
tions forced Burundi to withdraw. 

The groups next fixtures are scheduled to take 
place on 10 Jan with Sierra Leone, while Morocco 
meets Ghana on 12 Jan. 

The twemy African teams were divided into five 
groups; each of four teams. Group winners qualify 
for the finals in France from 10 June to 12 July, 
1998. 
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Rhythmic raptures 

The Egyptian rhythmic gymnastics team swept the 3rd African 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Championship in Namibia and returned 
home last week with a new junior star. Email Abdel-Moeti reports 


The Egyptian delegation returned from 
tiie 3rd African Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Championship in Namib ia after tri- 
umphing in both tiie junior and senior 
events. The teams tallied up a total of 23 
medals; 12 gold, 7 stiver; and 4 bronze. 

The junior team, whidt surprised eve- 
ryone with a sweating victory over 
Egypt’s strongest rival, toe South African 
team, featured arising star in Sherin Kar- 
am. Whtieati bets were on tbe seniors to 
collect the gold medal in the team event, 
the junior’s sweep of aD the individual as 
well as the team competition bodes weD 
for the future. 

Tbe performance of the teams has 
prompted the newly elected federation, 
board to put plans afoot' to send the 
rhythmic gymnastics team to tbo-wodd- 
championships slated for July 1997 in 
France. Dr Wagdi Abul-Maati, president 
of tbe Egyptian Gymnastics Federation 
declared, “Our junior team is very prom- 
ising, and they proved they can bnng us 
more mpffaU: in international competi- 
tions." 

Egyptian delegation brad, Salah Dar- 
wish encouraged tiie senior team mem- 
bers not to be wtfmririatnrt by South Af- 


rica’s champ ion MicheDe Cameron who 
managed to win foe individual event. 
Egypt’s Yasnrin Yousef collected tbe sti- 
ver and co mpatri ot Mai Esmat took tbe 
bronze medaL The team, slightly put off 
by Cameron, got thrir act together and 
won the teams event, as well as first plac- 
es in foe individual competitions. Na- 
mibia with tire b ro nze in foe fawm event 
followed sOver medalist South Africa. 

Egyptian senior team memb er Mai Efi- 
mat snagged first place in the rope and rib- 
bon competitions while Howeida Salama 
won gold in the elite and stiver in both die 
rope and ball events. Compatriot Yasnrin 
Yousef took tiie gold in the ball and shared 
first place with Esmat infoe ribbon. 

Hie inclusion of Shewn Karam, Dina 
-Etnad and -Marwa Scrag on the junior 
squad boosted foe whole team’s per- 
formance. Karam, 14, emerged as the best 
rhythmic gymnast in the championship, 
dominating an all the apparat us, and in 
the individual event. Her 36.150 score in 
the individual event of tiie junior’s ex- 
ceeded South African senior Cameron’s 
35 .550 score. Hie gymnast’s abilities in- 
duced Samir EL-Debewi, manager of the 
Egyptian Gymnastics Federation to flatly 



Hwida S a?am» training for the African championship 
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state, “Karam is our next rhythmic gym- 
nastics champion.’* 

The Karam family is very active inthe 
sport but ft had never occurred to Kar- 
am’s parents that Sherin, who began as an 
artistic gymnast, would excel as a rhyth- 
mic gymnast “Like her elder sisto- Saf- 
ina^ we wanted Sherin to be the best of 
the artistic gymnastics tram,” explained 
her father. “When she decided to join the 
rhythmic gymnastics team she was de- 


termined not to let us down.” . 

Karam joined tiie artistic gymnastics 
national team at the age of eight: But her 
light weight did not allow her to complete 
proper landings during routines and she 
suffered several injuries. For Sherin tins 
was bad enough but after a short time, 
two more girls joined the team and the 
competition became unbearable. “When- 
ever there was an international competi- 
tion, the elder girls were selected, they 


were str ong er and were able to affect 
a better landing,'* explained Karam. 
“So I had to join the rhythmic gym- 
nastics tram." 

Her light weight, which had been a 
hindrance, allowed her to readily ex- 
ecute tbe most difficult manoeuvres. 
“Shifting to rhythmic gymnastics is 
the best thing Sherin did," said her 
mother. 

In 1994 she lead tiie national team 
to a gold medal in the first African 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Champion- 
ship in Johannesburg. She won the 
silver medal in the chibs, and the 
bronze in tiie rope. In the 2nd cham- 
pionship in March 1995 she won the 
gold medal in the ribbon and the sil- 
ver in the rope competitions. Karam 
was the first junior to win a gold 
in the history of the tourna- 
ment al the 6th All Africa Games af- 
ter she lead her team to a gold medal 
in the teams event 
With the announcement that the federa- 
tion plans to send a rhythmic gymnastics 
team to the World Championships in 
France next year, Karam’s parents hope 
sbe w01 be on the list of players going to 
France. “Going to the World Champion- 
ships in France is Sberin’s golden op- 
portunity," said her father. “I’ll do my 
best so that she goes to that championship 
even if I have to sell my car to provide her 
with finance." 


Simply irresistible 

THE UNBEATABLE Sharqia hockey team were 
recrowned in Harare as the African Clubs cham- 
pions for toe ninth consecutive time. The African 
champions, setting a record for achieving a con- 
tinental trophy for nine championships in a row, 
were welcomed by fans at Cairo Airport from as 
fer away as Sharqia Govern orate. Their achieve- 
ment is only rivalled by six-time European cham- 
pions Spain. 

Handball news 

THE ALGERIAN national team snatched toe title 
from defending champions Tunisia in Benin last 
week, firmly locking out the Egyptian team. Tbe 
Egyptian delegation, playing wrth their junior 
team, took third place ahead of Morocco. 

Ahli Club, will arrive in Tunisia for competition 
this week in toe Arab Gate Championship. Ahli 
rivals Zamalek Club will participate in tiie African 
Champions' Cup in Morocco next December. 

Uplifting results 

EGYPT'S national weightlifting team pinned 
down the title of tbe Arab Weightlifting Cham- 
pionship held last week in Beirut The squad won 
26 medals; 22 gold, three bronze, and one silver. 
Syria came in second place with 23 medals; six 
gold, wring silver, and eight bronze. Third place 
was taken by first time winners Saudi Arabia with 
19 medals; one gold, nine silver, and nine bronze. 
Tbe championship hosted eight Arab countries in- 
cluding Palestine. Egypt's Youxri Shalali, was 
chosen Arab champion. 

Speed ball 

THE EGYPTIAN national speedball team cap- 
tured toe llto World Speedball Championship 
held from 31 October to 4 November in Belgium. 
The French team won second behind Egypt, while 
Austria took third. The Egyptian team, despite par- 
ticipating with only seven players won all toe 
events; teams, singles and doubles, in both toe 
men’s and women's competitions. 

Basketball bounce 

LAST WEEK Geziia of Egypt captured the 15th Af- 
rican Basketball Champions Cup far the second year 
running. Two Egyptian teams, Gezira of Cairo awl 
lttihad of Alexandria, took part Five teams reached 
the finals in Alexandria after surviving four months 
of qualification rounds among 13 teams . 

“Starting from the semi-finals when Gezira team 
beat Kenya’s Coppertief 101-54 in the first leg 
match in Cairo,** said Dr Adel Sabri, Gezira’ s 
coach, “we felt that we were both lucky and in 
good form to win the championship even before 
die second leg match held in Nairobi in July." 

Tyson out 

JUST WHEN Mike Tyson’s — bravado intact — 
boxing career appeared to be on an ascendaiy 
curve, heavyweight opponent Evander Holyfield 
set him firmly back on terra firma in Las Vegas. 
The anprise upset for the troubled boxer, favoured 
7-1 in the World Boxing Association title bout, 
brought back memories of Tyson's 1 1 Feb 1990 
defeat by Buster Douglas in Tokyo. 

Tbe 34-year-old Holyfield, whose medical fit- 
ness to take on Tyson was questioned, eclipsed 
Iron Mike’s sun when he sent the 101kg former 
champ to the moon in the 1 1th round of a gruelling 
encounter. 

The slugfest was halted by referee Mitch Hal- 
pem after Tyson, with tbe appearance of a man 
boxing underwater, was knocked into die ropes 
with a powerful right. 

“He was out," said Halpera. 

Hie bout's outcome was unpredictable until the 
98kg Holyfield rallied in the sixth round and gave 
Tyson serious trouble in tbe 10th before stopping 
him with a nine-punch barrage in the 1 1th. 

“I’m not a guy who makes excuses," Tyson said. 
“He fought a good fight. I look forward to a re- 
match". 

Holyfield, die second man, after Muhammad 
Ali, to hold the heavyweight tide three times, 
earned a place in boxing lore with his 33rd victory 
and 24th knock-out 
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan of contemporary life 


Egyptian capitalism without Egyptian 
ipitalists” was a phrase that succinctly 
sitomises economic developments at the 
id of tbe 19th century. 

With die exception of the large and mid- 
Ic landowning classes tout grew during 
te second half of that century, the back- 
roe of capitalist activity in Egypt was 
ode up of foreigners, either those con- 
ic ted with European financial houses or 
gyptianiaed Jews. The result was abauk- 
g system with a very non-Egyptian fla- 
)ur. The great majority of die hanking 
ruses established in Egypt were either 
anchcs of European concerns or owned 
f foreign expatriates in Egypt. 

Although we do not have precise sta- 
tics pertaining to the involvement of the 
jper landed classes in banking from the 
ign of Said Pasha (1854-1863) up to the 
id of the century, the writings of ec- 
jomic historians suggest that they fie- 
Ktody fell victim to foreign banke r s. 
Perhaps this was behind the limited 
are Egyptians bad in national capitalist 
tivtties. Things began to change at the 
in of the century with the creation of tbe 
atirawi Bank in 1898, winefo attracted the 
ixtnm of and dignitaries — 

rypt’s landed aristocracy. Bui the gener- 
rnacew of Egyptians still continued to 
’oid the hawking system. 

There were many reasons for this. In foe 
ties, the lower and middle effendt dass- 
; as tbe rising sectors of edu c ated gov- 
nroeot bureaucrats were calle d, feared to 
i much as to set foot into a bank, so great 
as their mistrust of them. The same sp- 
ied to small rural landowners. 

So anxious were tmfinaiy Egyptians 
tout the safety of tbe meag r e savings 
ey worked so bard to accumulate, that 
cy were reluctant to keep them anywhere 
at was not close at hand. Many secreted 
eir savings around their homes, giving 
le to die popular saying “money beneath 
c floor tiles." This practice was encour- 
fid by the feet that gold currency re- 
lined in use until 1899. An o the r option 
is to convert their savings into gold jew - 
[cry which would be given to wives to 
jar and which could always be converted 
to ready cash if need be. 

The first reports of the N ational Bank 
1 us rtiat the primary problem sur- 
unding the riradatian of banknotes, 
rich h first began to issue in 1 899, was 
. prevalent inclination of Egyptians to 
nfmiia Halin g in gold rather than paper 
rreocy. As a result, even foe Egyptian 
tables and dignitaries who did deal with 
; banks had little confidence in foe raed- 
systero upon which banking operations 


were founded. 

ft was essential, therefore, to find a 
banking vehicle that would p*™ 1 the con- 
fidence of foe urban effendi and small ru- 
ral landowners, so as to capitalise on their 
savings. The solution came came from In- 
dia. In one of his yearly reports, Lord 
Cromer, the British High Commissioner, 
wrote that in that country, tbe Postal Sav- 
ings Fund had, by tbe end of tbe 1901- 
1902 financial year attracted 866,693 sub- 
scribers whose total deposits were 
106,821,233 rupees. The idea seemed well 
suited to Egypt, which had a postal system 
securely in place both in the cities and in 
the countryside and which was dealt with 
on a daily basis by those very sectors 
whose savings die g ov er n ment wanted to 
attract An added advantage, in the eyes of 
law and order officials, was that money 
deposited in the postal fond would help re- 
duce the numbers of buglaries in rural 
homes where homeowners had almost in- 
variable hidden their money. It was thus 
that the Postal Savings Fund was intro- 
duced into Egypt precisely at tbe turn of 
the century, and Al-Ahram was on hand to 
witness its birth. 

In February 1901, the Egyptian Post- 
master General, Saba Pasha, made foe pre- 
Hmirwr y arrangements for foe system. Al- 
Ahram of 23 February announces, “Sabar 
Pasha, the Egyptian postmaster general, 
was received by His Royal Highness the 
Khedive who expressed his pleasure at the 
new project to be instituted by tiie Postal 
Authority. Hie Khedive told him that be 
would be the first to deposit in tiie Postal 
Fond as an incentive to tiie people to par- 
ticipate in that beneficial activity. Thus die 
first sum to be deposited on 1 March and 
the first receipt to be issued on that date 
will be in the name of His Royal Highness 
the Khedive, who remains keen to lend his 
support and assistance to aD new en- 
terprises." 

Tbc Khedive's announcement was the 
starting signal for a concerted press cam- 
paign to boost tiie new drive. Al-Ahram 
- participated wholeheartedly, with a series 
of articles of which tiie most important 
was tiie lead article of its 28 February edi- 
tion of that year entitled “Hie Savings 
Bonds". Tbe article opens with the ex- 
hortation of tbe lcbedive to the people to 
participate in this beneficial enterprise. 
Tbe new Postal Savings Fund, ft argued, 
best pot into effect that popular saying. “A 
white piastre wffl. come in handy on a 

black day." It is the best solution fra 

Egypt’s youth “who, with an eye cm a 
smiting future, are intent upon putting 
aside some savings from their vigorous 


~li r— i. r—^ A successful postal savings system in 

ll India inspired the establishment of Egypt's 

IJ Postal Savings Fund in 1901. From 

— — modest beginnings, with deposits in the 

range of tens of thousands of pounds only, the fund has flourished 
greatly over the years and today it handles hundreds of millions of 
pounds. Egyptian Muslims initially were wary of the system, 
fearing that the interest it paid was a form of usury, forbidden by 
Islam. The government quickly revamped the fond law to allay 
those fears. Dr Yunan Labib Rlzq tells the story from 
reports published by Al-Ahram between 1901 and 1904 


and active youth for foe days of rest and 
tranquility." Egyptians should look at the 
new system as a son of school from which 
they will learn the art of economy so that 
they can become Hke the advanced peoples 
of the world, particularly tbe French who 
always represented to Al-Ahram tbe par- 
agon of such virtues. "Tbe closest tes- 
timony at hand to the advantages of the 
savings fund is the wealth accumulated by 
foe French ration... That wealth is tiie fruit 
of economising. The women are sparing in 
their domestic spending and the men are 
sparing with their pocket money. Within a 
matter of years, even the poorest in- 
dividual finds that the piastre or two he 
had put aside has multiplied to thousands." 

On 1 March 1901 foe Postal Savings 
Fund was inaugurated. It opened first in 
foe post offices of Egypt’s major cities. 
Cairo and Alexandria, foe three cities on 
the Suez Canal, and the provincial capitals 
in the Delta, and Upper Egypt. In that 
day’s edition, Al-.Ahrant published the 
terms for tiie transactions. “They will offer 
a 23 per cent interest rate; foe first deposit 
should be no less than 200 millixnes and 
each deposit afterwards no less than 50 
mUIimes. No individual deposit should ex- 
ceed LE50 a year and LE200 over several 
years. Depositors may have tiie fullest con- 
fidence in these conditions because the 
government guarantees tiie capital and its 
interest.” 

Quick on tbe trail of the spread of the 
Postal Savings Fund to Egypt’s major cit- 
ies and provincial capitals were Al- 
Ahram' s correspondents posted around tbe 
country. The Alexandria correspondent 
wrote, “Almost all of Egypt’s miseries can 
be traced to one source — excessive 

spending and waste. Wc give scant atten- 
tion to small sums and thus despair of be- 
coming rich. We scoff at what we lake to 
be paltry savings, unaware tbat after some 


years they can increase to large amounts." 

Al-Ahram' s correspondent in Damanhur 
struck a more level-headed tone. Tbe Post- 
al Savings Fund, he said, provided a ser- 
vice to the poor, since tbe rich already had 
their banks. The system should expand 
further, he urged, particularly to foe rural 
areas “where it will be of greater benefit 
than to the city penile, who are less ex- 
posed to tbe risks of calamity and foe vi- 
cissitudes of fate than die village people 
with their life of toil and hardship.” 

From the capital of Al-Bubeira govetn- 
orate, Al-Ahram ' s correspondent ridicules 
the feet that a city tiie size of Alexandria 
should have only one postal branch offering 
tiie new service. “What should tbe people 
in tbe neighbourhoods of Meks or Rami do 
if they want to deposit tbe five piastres they 
saved when it would cost them half that 
amount just to get to the post office?" 

On 22 April 1901, less than two months 
after foe postal fund was introduced, Al- 
Ahram informs its readers that the deposits 
in the Cairo branch alone exceeded 
LEI 8,000. “These positive results are an 
encouraging sign of people’s eagerness to 
save." Indeed, so encouraging were the re- 
sults, that it promised “to publish a weekly 
report on the transactions, a service news- 
papers should perform for their readers 
free of charge as an incentive toward this 
worthy investment, for if beneficial deeds 
are not publicised they are forgotten." 

Al-Ahram remained true to its promise to 
publish weekly reports an tbe transactions, 
but it did little in the way of analysis. For 
this we turn to one of Lord Cromer's se- 
cret reports, in winch he said that during 
its first three years, tiie postal fund had not 
attracted sufficient public participate on. 

Dming this rather lengthy initial phase, 
only 20,193 people had deposited, a figure 
far less than predicted. 

By the end of 1901, some 44 postal sav- 


ings braid branches had been opened. At 
the same time, a report showed an increase 
for that period in the amount of currency 
in circulation, with imports of currency to- 
talling LE12.41 6,600 gold pounds. Hopes 
that portions of this sum might be trans- 
lated into savings investments were 
dashed. Cromer was in for further dis- 
appointment when be learned (hat most of 
foe depositors were foreigners, notably 
Italians and Greeks, and, of the Egyptian 
population, most were Christians. He con- 
cluded that at least part of the aversion to 
the new system had its roots in religious 
principles. Indeed, he had already beard 
accusations that the fund was a form of 
usury and that some Muslims bad only de- 
posited their savings on foe condition that 
they receive no interest cm them. 

Towards the end of 1903, tbe issue was 
put under deliberation in the hopes tbat tiie 
results would lead to a royal edict that 
would dispel tiie qualms over the nature of 
tbe interest derived from this form of in- 
vestment The subject, like so many others 
that touched on sensitive local interests, 
was bound to provoke confrontation be- 
tween Abdin Palace and tbe high commis- 
sioner’s office. The khedive was par- 
ticularly keen to keep tiie British from 
meddling in religious matters, while Lord 
Cromer had a personal interest in foe suc- 
cess of foe postal fund from the outset 
The court official Ahmed Shafiq Pasha re- 
calls foe battle between Cairo’s two power 
centres in his memoirs. 

The be ginnin g, he recalls, was when, al 
Lord Cromer’s prompting, foe Council of 
Ministers drafted a new, broader bill of 
law for foe project that would avert some 
of tbe criticism levelled against it Abbas, 
presiding over one of the Council’s ses- 
sions, was surprised to be presented with 
this bill. He objected that it still (fid not 
comply with sharia constraints because it 
still contained tbe word ‘interest’, tiie pro- 
ject’s major stumbling block. Cromer re- 
sented the Khedive’s interference, while 
tiie khedive for his part supported tbe 
views of the uluma (religious scholars'). It 
was then decided to convoke a panel of 
uluma, which eventually drafted a pro- 
posal for a new project The most sig- 
nificant portion or their proposal was its 
Article 1 which aimed to circumvent the 
religious obstacle. 

The article was published in full in Al- 
Ahram* s edition of 15 February 1904. In 
essence, it contained three major stipula- 
tions: firstly, that the director of the postal 
fund used “the money deposited with him 
in those matters that are permitted by Is- 
lamic law and that arc entirely free of any 


taint whatsoever of usury,” secondly, that 
the depositor accept that his money be 
amalgamated wife tbe money of other de- 
positors; and, thirdly, that he agrees “to 
share with tiie owners of tbe other sums 
deposited in the profits commensurate to 
tbe amount deposited." 

Cromer confesses that the khedive, by 
emphasising foe religious aspect of foe is- 
sue, had succeeded in asserting his per- 
sonal authority over the project. 

Nevertheless, there were aspects on 
which Abdin Palace and the high commis- 
sioner's office agreed. One was “not to 
disclose any information on the sums de- 
posited to unauthorised parties." Tbe in- 
formation would be made available to the 
judicial authorities upon presentation of 
tbe appropriate affidavits; however these 
authorities would not have the right to 
freeze deposits. 

Before the project could be passed into 
law, Cromer writes that he had to obtain 
foe approval of foe eleven countries which 
enjoyed privileges under the capitulation 
system in Egypt, delaying foe imple- 
mentation of tiie new system until mid- 
March of that year. The last to give its ap- 
proval was Russia. 

When the new system was implemented, 
instructions were issued to postal em- 
ployees not to pressure the public into sub- 
scribing under foe new system for fear that 
that would have adverse effects. At the 
wms time, the postal authority introduced 
a system of booklets in which people could 
affix five piastre stamps. When the booklet 
was complete (10 stamps), they could de- 
posit it with the Postal Saving Fund. 

Apparently, foe new system quickly 
bore fruit In his yearly report of 1904, 
Cromer notes that the number of de- 
positors increased from its previous level 
of approximately 20,000 to 29,000 and 
tbat the value of deposits increased dur- 
ing foe same period from LE 131,000 TO 
LE 180,000. The British higb commis- 
sioner felt that these were encouraging 
signs. His optimism was well placed. The 
new postal savings fund system over- 
came the difficulties of its first three 
years of existence and set a tradition of 
caring for tbe average Egyptian famil y. 
Soon it became an established custom for 
a father to open up a postal savings book- 
let for every newborn child. 


77ie author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 
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Reda El-Wakil; 



Atmosphere 


man 


He’s like a bright bead, its light 
reflected from a pearl. Do men 
do this? Is it on the agenda? Is 
it practical, quite decent? 



> 


He's a male, a father, a husband and 


rul on 


into the endless banalities of ordinaiy life. But a 
bright bead? Should one speak of such things about 
a family man? 

Well, at least some human bongs have at- 
mosphere; they produce it like a scent around 
themselves. It's an atmosphere that foils to win 


over portrait painters and photographers — psy- 
chologists pick it out better. It i 


cannot be bought or 
acquired, and has nothing to do with being beauti- 
ful or famous. Stars often faH as flat as old om- 
elettes — lights yes, but no atmosphere. 

Reda El-Wakil has this indescribable something. 
There are dark effulgences emanating from human 
beings that can be felt anywhere. In the London or 
New York metro there are people, sitting down in 
front of one, who terrify — will they go quietly or 
puD a gun an the lot of us, as we pretend to mind 
our own business? El-Wakfl is not a metro terrorist 
but might play one in an opera, wants to — to sing 
Boito’s Mefestofele. the arch-fiend. 

The voice belongs completely with the physical 
phenomenon. It glows in foe dark tike foe glint of 
rich stiver papa 1 catching the light — not quite of 
the earth. He is a visitor, not staying. Tins is no 
trouble to anyone listening to him in an opera 
house. His voice does not nay tike a tenor; it suf- 
fuses, envelopes, easy, plays no tricks. That is the 
strength of die bass voice. It’s for real. “The dark 
does exist, apparently, some people are afraid of it, 
have night lights'*. He is a day-dark night-light in 
foe gle aming, out where the stars don't go. 

A voice is a fascination. like it or not, no one 
makes them — voices go their own way. That’s 
about it From Billy Holliday to Schwarzkopf; it’s 


foe same mystery. Like foe atmosphere, the only 
true voices belong to no one but space. El-WakO 
seems to have everything: a voice, height (he’s a 
tall, (all man), a mind which rests on tilings, and he 
can act But does he need to? He has this at- 
mospheric space around him which gives him 
physical hanHun r nangg! and harmony But foe par- 
ticular messages of the spaces around him are dis- 
quieting. He's like tire grand. Cocteau actor, whom 
he resembles almost exactly; Jacques Pitoeff — the 
Oedipus and Henrico Quatro of me spoken theatre. 

El-Wakil faces up to evil. It is tike the pulp mag- 
azine lfinslr. It is ml there in tire irresistible trashy 
splendour. Buy it glossy and weekly, because the 
trash is gorgeously indispensable, like a perfume. 
But El-Wakil is no ordinary perfume. He’s tire light 
from some place outside which moves in to cast a 
brief glow overtire trash. You can't ask for more in 
1996. Mefestofele would laugh. El-Wakil says a 
voice is free, but not the owner whom it haimte 

He exudes this sort of freedom bdmselfi and, for 
Cairo, he manages to enjoy the freedom of being 
unhurried- Tall people seldom huzzy. Urey never 
push nor insist They are there from childhood and 
have to be circ um vented like tugs br inging in a 
t ransatlanti c liner to berth. The lofty ones are most- 
ly kind. He bends over and forward with solicitude 
and straightens up into a tower of sDeoce if crossed. 

Life, now, makes little allowance fin: anything at 
all, let alone tall people. But atmosphere in a per- 
son you seldom spot He and his voice can cleave 
through foe rough waters. 

He was bom in Cairo, Heliopolis, in 1956. Get- 
ting beck onto the life-line with dates and details 
is bard going after tire pleasures of the Soaring 



life of opera singers. As types they seem to have 
their own special way with the passing of time. 
El-WakO had a rather peaceful young life. He 
avoids talking about himself as a child. He was 
happy. He has a brother, Hassan, who is a well- 
known percussionist His father, Mahmoud Fawzi 
El-Wakil, was in the army and tnd a distinguished 
career. His mother agreed to his becoming a sing- 
er after it was found he possessed a high soprano 
voice. Both parents were helpful and no opposi- 
tion ever arose. 

At 16 be entered the prep school for the con- 
servatoire, where he remained for four years. At 
twenty he sang the role of Osmin, foe lecherous, 
devious but likable bass anti-hero of foe opera. He 
was a thin, tall young man whose voice in these 
days just kept going down, and down and down 
into basso profondo depths. The dean of tire con- 
servatoire then was Seinha EI-Khouli, whom EI- 
Wakti reveres as foe personal force whose mag- 
netism and imagination and practicality supported 
him on his career. She is one to do nothing by 
halves and so his beginnings were dramatic and 
speedy. His Cairo teachers were Mmes Kathle and 
Makkar. Later, in Spain, Inngard Seefiied, the 
great singer from the Vienna Staats Oper, assisted 
him tremendously. In London he worked with 
Noelle Barker and in Paris with Caroline Dumas 
and MkhelRoux. 

From 1992 he began to collect his degrees and 
felicitations as well as laurels from foe various 
competitions he attended in Europe. These are im- 
portant distinctions, awards for an artist just be- 
ginning in the- wide-open opera world. For El- 
Wakil, they came thick and fast: Tram Paris at the 
Eoole NonnaJe, from 
Toulouse and Marseilles 
— first prizes. Another 
first; the Placido Do- 
mingo opera prize award- 
ed by the Opera de la 
Bastifie, Paris. Then fi- 
nally in 1994, once again 
at the 6cole Nannale, he 
was given, unanimously 
from an entire jury, first 
prize with Special Men- 


tion. During this wandering life he appeared at the 
Warsaw Opera House in tire three Mozart-DaPonte 
operas Don Giovanni, Nazze di Figaro and Cost 
Fan Tutu. At the Bastille Opera, be sang bass role 
in Ballo in Maschera, and at tire festivals of Avig- 
non and Nimes, bass again. In March tins year be 
did Don Basilio in The Barber of Seville at the Op- 
era Comique, Paris. Later, concerts with the Or- 
chestra dTle de France and the Berlin Philharmonic 
in the 9th Symphony of Beethoven. In 1997 he 
goes to Toulouse in Puccini and VerdL 

These opera houses use foe bass baritone voice in 
the small range of roles they provide for tins spe- 
cies. Seldom is there a basso hero or alluring vil- 
lain. They are confined to fathers, beggars, minor 
criminals; the tenor walks away with the big toller 
roles. In foe bad old days of tire New York Opera, 
tiie high-voiced stars colliding in tire sky, it used to 
be said as a bass, keep quiet, keep friendly — and 
sing like hefl. So- bass baritones can go on singing 
for ever and they do. And like El-WakD, they be- 
come, quite quietly, foe backbone of tire biggest op- 
era. houses in tire world. 

Don Giovanni at the Cairo Opera House with El- 
WakD in foe title a few years ago. The show itself 
caused a fuss — Arabic words and off-centre pro- 
duction, and he as a laconic, almost street-wise 
Egyptian. He gave a splendid relaxed performance. 
In one show — foe final dress rehearsal — be wore 
a Hmnpbery Bogart black fedora hat In a black 
floppy suit he was completely contemporary, no 
retro sex show, but a cool creature with a smooth 
gift of words. 

He moved like a dancer — too tall for Don Gio- 
vanni, who’s usually a raunchy, short man. El- 
WakD was sleek as an ed, a night-time vulture. He 
showed in tins opera what atmosphere was about 
— almost no thing. You can name it aid use ft in 
tire theatre; ir poses all the questions but answers 
nothing. He was not fin de jf&k. How can die 
young be that, when tire century has gone past 
them? The atmospherics will inherit music for their 
own special use. This production with El-WakD 
threw away foe book and almost tire lights, since it 
was done as a winter’s tale. 

Bass voices do have a wintry tinge- Schubert’s 
Wintereise suits them — not tire songs of summer. 


They belong in the shadows, yet are never tearful 
or lachrymose. We need foe basses; they keep us 
warm and if they have tire power can envelop ■ ns 
for life — like Wotan. El-Wakil is a bass baritone 
and a basso cantante (Mozart), a bass of middle 
range (Verdi) and tire basso profondo. Basses seem 
to deliver the dead bodies tire high voices have ei- 
ther strangled or stabbed They are often fun. The 
bass baritone is tire voice who gets through all the 
jumps and jogs to tire finish. This is tire area 
through which El-WakD operates. He can move ei- 
ther way — up or down. 

There is one particular role perfectly suited to K- 
W airil: Blue Beard in Bartok’s one-act two-person 
opera Blue Beard’s Castle. Bartok, Hungarian: that 
language — why not in Arabic? So suitable for a 
mystical rhetorical libretto, with none of Aunt Lea- 
la's Italian operatic snobbery. It is his role. The 
six-foot-plus physique, foe strange tmhnmad pres- 
ence, the shadow of blood and the feel of an an- 
cient magnificence collapsing mm rinrfcnraa: of tfmi 
man fit tire part 

No one stands in queues for basses, but they pro- 
vide the structure for which tire opera is formed. 
You won’t find El-Wakil in foe streets of Cairo, 
but he has his own poetry ami it comes from tire 
streets. It is tire nameless threat 

So much for foe artist 

The man in this case, like tire great actor he re- 
sembles in appearance, erases himself behind a 
mask of water and air. 

There he is, over there at tire Chinese take-away. 

There be is not He dissolves himself before you r 
eyes. Only the voice stays around. These people 
must be alarming to be with. He has a wire, two 
children and, by nature, is totally Egyptian. Kindly 
to talk to arid solicitous. Hrgfimannercd and 
charming. The talk goes on. He is in foe name eft. 
cle of you, the interrogator, but the smite fa cleared 
away Ore finger-prints on glass : The height seems 
to increase. He’s 36, he says — maybe 2,036. This 
emblematic tapestry of a man is moving into an- 
other fomcnaori where the colours, on tire wall are 
swaying. And he’s gone through the walL 


9 - 




Profile by David Blake 


Cairo 


Zurich-Europe 


9 


Nonstop. 



"A r • n '~l -u-'t* 


-*.1 


. .*nnr 




... i' 1 * 

: - : M 


. ,-J < 


■■ <. •- 

... x ■: - T* - 
..“'ll; 


FI/''' ■ - 



Tnree hw 
close on ; 


claim 3 h 
very ortei 
own. Ou 
much far 
ana to tn 
we decic 
readers I 
hundred 
history o 
journals 
supple ft 1 
Oppose 
contribu 
offer kin 
on page 
supplen 
views a 
For our 
numbei 
(reprodi 
which c 
at the U 




As ef October 27. Cairo and Zurich have mere In common than five Swissair flight* a week. Namely six. 
Plus a lor of fast European connections. No hub boats Zurich's transit: usually less than 45 minutes, same 
terminal. So If you take off early In Cairo, you can be In the City of London, Brussels or Munich, far 
Instance, before everyone gets back from lunch. Talking about getting backi If you'd like to save time, go 
nonstop via. Zurich again. 


5wissair woritft most refreshing airline. 
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